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Õðèñòîñ íàðîäæóºòüñÿ!
Christ is Born!
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Àæ íå â³ðèòüñÿ, ùî ìè
ñòî¿ìî íà ïîðîç³ 2008 ðîêó Áî-
æîãî. Ìèìîâîë³ äóìêàìè ëèíåìî
÷åðåç ïåðåæèòå â ìèíóëîìó ðîö³.

Ä³éñíî æ, 2007 ð³ê â æèòò³
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè áóâ ïëîäîâèòèì
ðîêîì: óñï³øí³ ïîä³¿ íà òàáîð³ Âñ³õ
Ñâÿòèõ, äí³ äóõîâíèõ â³äíîâ îðàí³-
çîâàí³ ÓÏË³ãîþ, ïî÷àòîê ïðàö³ òà
ïîñò³éíèé ïðîãðåñ ç áóä³âíèöòâîì
õðàìó íà Òàáîð³ Âñ³õ Ñâÿòèõ, ïî÷à-
òîê áóäîâè ²ñòîðè÷íîãî òà Îñâ³ò-
íüîãî êîìïëåêñó ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ ó
Ñàâò Áàâíä Áðóö³, Í. Äæ., óñï³øí³
ì³ñ³éí³ ïîäîðîæi äî ñèðîòèíö³â â
Óêðà¿í³ òà ì³ñ³éíà ïîäîðîæ ó÷í³â
øê³ë äî ñåì³íàð³¿ ñâ. Ñîô³¿, 60 êîíâå-
íö³ÿ ÓÏË³́ è, ÷èñëåíí³ ñâÿòêóâàííÿ
ð³÷íèöü ì³ñ³éíî¿ ïðàö³ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ
ãðîìàä íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, ð³÷íèö³
ñëóæ³ííÿ â Õðèñòîâîìó Âèíîãðàä-
íèêó íàøèõ ³ºðàðõ³â, óñï³øíèé 18
çâè÷àéíèé Ñîáîð ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ òà
íà ê³íåöü ïîñâÿ÷åííÿ òà â³äíîâëå-
ííÿ ñåì³íàð³éíî¿ êàïëèö³, ïî÷àòîê
íàâ÷àëüíîãî ðîêó òà ïðè¿çä íàøèõ
ñåì³íàðèñò³â ç Óêðà¿íè.

² öå ò³ëüêè ê³ëüêà çãàäîê ïðî
âàæëèâ³ ìîìåíòè â æèòò³ ÓÏÖ â
ÑØÀ ïðîòÿãîì ìèíóëîãî ðîêó -
ìîìåíòè êîòð³ â³ääçåðêàëþþòü
ãàñëî íàøîãî ìèíóëîãî Ñîáîðó -
”Ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå ïðîñâ³÷óº âñ³õ!”
Àäæå æ ñàìå Õðèñòîâà ëàñêà, Éîãî
áëàãîäàòü áóëà ³ ïðîäîâæóº áóòè
ðóø³éíîþ ñèëîþ ÷èñëåííèõ ïðîåê-
ò³â ³ºðàðõ³¿, äóõîâåíñòâà òà ìèðÿí
íàøî¿ Öåðêâè. Ñàìå íà îäíèí ³ç
àñïåêò³â Áîæî¿ áëàãîäàò³, êîòðó ìè
âñ³ íà ñîá³ â³ä÷óëè, ÿ á õîò³â çâåðíóòè
óâàãó íàøèõ ÷èòà÷³â.

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ íà ñò. 20)

It is hard to believe that
we are about to enter into
2008th year of our Lord. We
cannot help, but to look back
and reflect upon the numer-
ous events that occurred in the
life of our Church in 2007.

Indeed, the 2007 was
fruitful: successful encamp-
ments at All Saints Camp, nu-
merous retreats sponsored by
the UOL, the progress that was
made on the construction of
the Camp Chapel, the begin-
ning of construction of the His-
torical and Educational Complex
of our Church in South Bound
Brook, NJ, successful Mission
Trips to Ukrainian orphanages
and the High School Student
Trip to St. Sophia Seminary, 60th
Annual UOL Convention in
Carnegie, PA, numerous anni-
versaries of existence and mis-
sion work of our parishes
throughout the country, anni-
versaries of pastoral service and
leadership of our Hierarchs, the
most spiritually uplifting 18th
Regular Sobor of the UOC of
the USA, the renovation of St.
Sophia Seminary Chapel, the
arrival of students from Ukraine
and the beginning of the aca-
demic year. These are only a few
events that took place in 2007
- events that reflect the call of
the 18th Sobor of the Church -
“THE LIGHT OF CHRIST ILLU-
MINES ALL!” It is only through
our Lord’s Grace that we are
able to accomplish the numer-
ous projects that our hierachs,
clergy and faithful undertake.

(Continued on p. 20)

Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...



Óëþáëåí³ Áðàòè ³ Ñåñòðè,

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÆÓªÒÜÑß –
ÑËÀÂÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!

² çíîâó áåçóïèííî á³æó÷èé ÷àñ
ïðèâîäèòü íàñ äî ñïîìèí³â íî÷³ íàðî-
äæåííÿ Ñèíà Áîæîãî – íàøîãî Ìè-
ëîñåðäíîãî Âèêóïèòåëÿ ³ Ñïàñèòåëÿ
- ²ñóñà Õðèñòà.

Ö³º¿ Ð³çääâÿíî¿ Íî÷³ ³ çåìëÿ,
³ ëþäè ïåðåæèâàþòü íàéñâÿò³ø³ õâè-
ëèíè. Äóìêè âñ³õ ³äóòü ñë³äîì çà
âèôëåºìñüêèìè ïàñòóõàìè, çà âîëõ-
âàìè ç³ Ñõîäó òà ëèíóòü äî Âèôëåºìó
³ äî ïå÷åðè íàðîäæåííÿ Õðèñòà. Â
öþ í³÷ Âèôëåºìñüêà ïå÷åðà ñòàëà
íàéñâÿò³øèì ì³ñöåì íà çåìë³. Äóìêè
ñâÿò³, ï³äâèùåí³ ïî÷óâàííÿ, ìîëèòâè ³
ï³ñí³ - âñ³ íàâêîëî ö³º¿ ïå÷åðè - ì³ñöÿ íàðî-
äæåííÿ Ñïàñèòåëÿ ñâ³òó… ³ òà ïåðøà ï³ñíÿ
ñâÿòèõ àíãåë³â, ùî ïîâíî÷óòíî ïðîëóíàëà íàä
Âèôëåºìîì â ñâÿòó í³÷ Ð³çäâà Ñïàñèòåëÿ: ”Ñëàâà
Áîãó íà âèñîò³, íà çåìë³ ìèð, ó ëþäÿõ äîáðà âîëÿ “ (Ëê.2:14)
– íîâà, àêòóàëüíà, íå çàñòàð³ëà ³ íå çàâìåðëà. ² íàø
óêðà¿íñüêèé ïîáîæíèé íàðîä òîðæåñòâóº â öå Âåëèêå
Ñâÿòî, êîëÿäóþ÷è ñâî¿ ð³äí³ êîëÿäêè, ùî ìàþòü îñîáëèâå
çíà÷åííÿ ³ ñòâåðäæóþòü ñâÿòó ïðàâäó.

Íàðîäæåíèé íàì Ãîñïîäü – Ìåñ³ÿ âñüîãî ëþäñòâà
– ïðèí³ñ Áîæó Ïðàâäó. Â³í, ÿê Êíÿçü ìèðó, äàâ ëþäÿì
Çàêîí ëþáîâè. Â æèòò³ ëþäåé Â³í çðîäèâ âåëèêó íàä³þ,
íàä³þ íà òå, ùî ïðèéäå ÷àñ, êîëè çíèêíóòü â³éíè,
ïîêðèâäæåííÿ é íåíàâèñòü ì³æ ëþäüìè, òîä³ ëþäè áóäóòü
ñåáå òðèìàòè íà Áîæèõ äîðîãàõ ³ ä³éäóòü äî â³÷íèõ Áîæèõ
ïðèçíàíü ³ çàãàëüíîãî ñïîêîþ.

Äèâëÿ÷èñü íà øâèäêî ì³íëèâèé ñâ³ò íàâêîëî íàñ,
äèâóþ÷èñü ñïîñòåð³ãàºìî, ùî ³ìïåð³¿ ïðèéøëè ³ ïðîéøëè,
óïðàâèòåë³, óðÿäè ç ¿õí³ìè çàêîíàìè ì³íÿþòüñÿ ç êîæíèì
äíåì, äèêòàòîðè, äåñïîòè é çàâîéîâíèêè, êîæíèé ìàþ÷è
ñâ³é äåíü, ïðîéøëè ÷åðåç ñòîð³íêè ³ñòîð³¿. Ïî íàøèõ ì³ñòàõ
³ ñåëàõ, íàøèõ ãðîìàäàõ òà â íàøèõ ðîäèíàõ ìè òàêîæ
áà÷èìî ïåâí³ ùîäåíí³ çì³íè. Íàïåâíî é çàâòð³øí³é äåíü
ìàòèìå ñâî¿ çì³íè, à ç íèìè, íàïåâíî, áóäóòü ³íø³ òóðáîòè.
Êóäè æ íàì ïîäîðîæóâàòè, ùîá çíàéòè ìèð ³ ñïîê³é? Äî
êîãî ìîæåìî çâåðíóòèñÿ çà ñïîêîºì, ñòàíîì ð³âíîâàãè ³
ñèëè? Ãîñïîäü ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ º Òîé, ùî äàº ïîðàäè. Â³í î÷³êóº,
ùîá ìè äàëè Éîìó ì³ñöå â íàøèõ ñåðöÿõ. Òîä³ ìè çíàéäåìî
ñïîê³é, ðàä³ñòü, ñòàí ð³âíîâàãè òà ïîäîñòàòî÷íå æèòòÿ – óñ³
Éîãî ëàñêè é ùåäðîòè.

Ç óñüîãî, ùî ïðèéøëî ³ ï³øëî, ñåðåä øâèäêèõ
ùîäåííèõ çì³í, îäíå öàðñòâî çàëèøàºòüñÿ íåçì³ííèì –
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ÍÀØÈÌ ÓËÞÁËÅÍÈÌ ÄÓÕÎÂÅÍÑÒÂÓ ² Â²ÐÍÈÌ, ÄÎÐÓ×ÅÍÈÌ ÍÀØ²É ÄÓÕÎÂÍ²É ÎÏ²Ö²,
ÏÎ ÂÑÜÎÌÓ ÑÂ²Ò² ÐÎÇÊÈÍÅÍÈÌ ÒÀ ÍÀØÈÌ ÁÐÀÒÀÌ ² ÑÅÑÒÐÀÌ  ÏÎ Â²Ð² Â ÓÊÐÀ¯Í², ÍÀØÅ ÄÓÕÎÂÍÅ

ÏÎÑËÀÍÍß Ç ÍÀÃÎÄÈ ÑÂßÒÀ ÍÀÐÎÄÆÅÍÍß ÃÎÑÏÎÄÀ ² ÑÏÀÑÀ ÍÀØÎÃÎ ²ÑÓÑÀ ÕÐÈÑÒÀ 2007 ð.Á.

Öàðñòâî, ÿêå ïî÷àëîñÿ â ò³é íåâåëèê³é çåìë³
Ïàëåñòèí³, â ìàëåíüêîìó ì³ñò³ Âèôëåºì³. Öàð,

ùî íàðîäèâñÿ â ïå÷åð³, ùî áóâ ïîêëàäåíèé
íà ñ³í³, íå ïðèéíÿòèé ëþäüìè, àëå ñòàâ
æåðòâîþ íà õðåñò³ - Â³í öàðñòâóº!

Â³í öàðñòâóº íà Íåá³, ïðà-
âîðó÷ Îòöÿ, ñåðåä Éîãî ñâÿòèõ àíãåë³â.
Â³í öàðñòâóº â êîæíîìó ñåðö³, ÿêå â³ä-
êðèëîñÿ äëÿ Íüîãî ³ äàëî Éîìó ì³ñöå.
Â³í öàðñòâóº â Éîãî Ñâÿò³é Öåðêâ³, ÿêà
ñë³äóº Ñëîâó Éîãî Ñâÿòîãî ªâàíãåë³ÿ
³ óñóâàº ³íø³ âïëèâè.

 Ñàì Ãîñïîäü Áîã ñêàçàâ ïðî Íüîãî
íàì: ”Â³í æå áóäå Âåëèêèé ³ Ñèíîì
Âñåâèøíüîãî çâàíèì…³ öàðþâàííþ
Éîãî íå áóäå ê³íöÿ” (Ëê.1:32-33).

Ñïàñèòåëü, ùî Éîãî Ð³çäâî ìè òå-
ïåð ñâÿòêóºìî, Â³í – “Äèâíèé ïîðàäíèê,

Áîã ñèëüíèé, Îòåöü â³÷íîñòè, Êíÿçü ìèðó”
(²ñ.9:5-6).
Îòîæ, ïðèéä³ìî äî Íüîãî. Âðó÷³ì Éîìó ñâîº

ìàëîçíà÷íå æèòòÿ. Â³í äàñòü íàì ìèð, íàïðÿì ³
ö³ëü æèòòÿ. Ïðèíåñ³ì Éîìó íàø³ ñëàáîñò³ - ³ Â³í äàñòü

íàì ñèëó. Äëÿ ïîäîëàííÿ ñìóòêó Â³í äàñòü íàì ðàä³ñòü.
Ïðèõîäüìî äî Íüîãî â ãð³õàõ íàøèõ – Â³í äàñòü íàì ïðî-
ùåííÿ, ïðèâåäå äî äîñêîíàëîñòè. Ñëàâà Áîãîâ³, Â³í öàðþº!
Ç íàìè Áîã!

Óëþáëåí³ ó Õðèñò³! Â³òàºìî âàñ ç Ïðàçíèêîì Ð³çäâà
Õðèñòîâîãî! Íåõàé Â³í áóäå äëÿ âñ³õ ï³äíåñåííÿì äóøåþ
äî íåáåñíèõ âèñîò. À Íîâèé 2008-èé ð³ê íåõàé ïðèíåñå
íàì óñ³ì äîáðå çäîðîâ’ÿ, äîáðîáóò, äóøåâíèé ñïîê³é òà
ðàä³ñòü ó Õðèñò³ ²ñóñ³.

XÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÍÀÐÎÄÆÓªÒÜÑß ! ÑËÀÂ²ÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!

+ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ ³ Ä³ÿñïîð³;

+ ²ÂÀÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ÂÑÅÂÎËÎÄ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ;

+ ²ÎÀÍ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³ÿñïîð³;

+ ÞÐ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³;

+ ªÐÅÌ²ß,
ªïèñêîï ªïàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ íà Ï³âäåííó Àìåðèêó;

+ ÀÍÄÐ²É,
ªïèñêîï ÓÏÖ â Ä³ÿñïîð³ (íà Âåëèêó Áðèòàí³þ ³ Çàõ³äíó Åâðîïó).
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Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters,

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!

Once again the never ending
passage of time carries our thoughts back
to the Holy Night of the Nativity of the
Son of God – our Merciful Redeemer
and Savior – Jesus Christ.

All the earth and all mankind
relive the holiest of this Nativity night.  The
thoughts of all follow the Bethlehem
shepherds and the Wise Men from the
East to Bethlehem and to the cave of
Christ’s nativity.  On this night the
Bethlehem cave became the holiest place
on earth.  Holy thoughts, elevated
feelings, prayers and hymns surround this
cave – the birthplace of the Savior of
the world…and the first hymn of the holy
angels resounds over Bethlehem on the
holy night of the Nativity of our Savior:   “Glory to God in
the highest, peace on earth and good will among men”
(Luke 2:14) – is new and real – not old and dead.  Our
devout Ukrainian nation celebrates on this Great Feast singing
its native carols, which have profound meaning and proclaim
the Holy Truth.

The Lord born to us – the Messiah for all mankind
– has brought this Divine Truth.  As the Prince of Peace, He
has given mankind the Law of Love.  He gave birth to a
great hope, a hope that the time will come when war will be
abolished, offensiveness and hatred among men will
disappear and mankind will follow the Path of God to Divine
approval and eternal peace.

Observing the ever changing world around us, we
are awed by the fact that empires have come and gone,
rulers and governments change with every passing day,
dictators, despots and conquerors – each having his day –
have passed on through the pages of history.  In our cities
and villages, in our communities and in our families we also
see certain changes.  Most certainly, we will continue to see
changes and with them other problems.  Where will we go
to find peace and tranquility?  To whom will we turn for
peace, a sense of balance and for strength?  It is to our
Lord Jesus Christ that we must turn – the real Advisor.  He
waits for us to make room for Him in our hearts, to provide
us with peace, joy, a sense of balance and abundance of
life – all from His Grace and Mercy.

Of all that has come and gone, amongst the rapid
daily changes, only one kingdom remains unchanged – this
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A spiritual message to the beloved clergy and faithful entrusted to our spiritual care throughout
the world and to our brothers and sisters in the Faith throughout Ukraine as we celebrate

Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior – Jesus Christ – 2007

is the Kingdom, which was initiated in the
little land of Palestine, in the tiny city of
Bethlehem.  The King, Who was born in
the cave, Who was laid in a manger, Who
was rejected by mankind but became a
sacrifice for them on the Cross – He reigns.
He reigns in Heaven at the Right Hand of
the Father amongst His holy angels.  He
reigns in every heart, which opens itself to
receive Him.  He reigns in His Holy Church,
which follows His Holy Gospel and casts
aside all other authorities.
Our Heavenly Father has said of Him:  “He
shall be great and shall be called the Son
of the Most High…and of His Kingdom
there shall be no end”.  (Luke 1:32-33)

Our Savior, Whose Nativity we
celebrate, He is the “Wonderful Counselor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father”.
(Isaiah 9:6)   Let us, therefore, come to
Him, let us offer Him our meaningless lives

and He will give us peace, direction and a goal for our life.
Let us offer Him our weakness and He will give us strength.
To overcome our sorrow, He will give us joy.  Let us come
to Him in our sinfulness, He will give us forgiveness and lead
us to perfection.  Glory to God Who reigns!  God is with us!

Dearly beloved in Christ!  We greet you on the
occasion of the Great Nativity Feast.  May it lift our souls to
heavenly heights.  May the New Year – 2008 – bring us all
good health, prosperity, inner peace and joy in Jesus Christ.

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM!

+ CONSTANTINE – Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in Diaspora

+ JOHN – Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANTONY – Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ VSEVOLOD – Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ IOAN – Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in Diaspora – Australia and New Zealand Eparchy

+ YURIJ – Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ JEREMIAH – Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA – Eparchy of South America

+ ANDRIJ – Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
Diaspora – Western Europe Eparchy
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radition:T The Nativity Celebration by V. Rev. Dennis Kristof

The actual celebration of the Birth of Christ begins
with the celebration of Vespers with the Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great on the morning of December 24/January 6. This
service was the ancient vigil for the Church and, indeed, is
still the vigil service for the Orthodox who follow Hellenic
influence for their order of services (Typikon).

The Great Compline Vigil is unique to the Orthodox
Churches which fall under the Slavic influence for the
Typikon. The Gospel of Luke which recounts the events of
the Birth of Christ and the appearance of the angelic host to
the shepherds is prescribed. The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church continues Her fasting regimen preparing for the
Nativity by partaking of the traditional Holy Supper at
nightfall. The vigil for the feast in Slavic Orthodox
Churches is the Great Compline Service often in tandem
with Nativity Matins.

On December 25/January 7, the Orthodox Church is
already celebrating the visit of the Magi from the East
described in the reading from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew. The Christmas troparion also reflects this when
we chant: For those who worshiped the
stars have learned from a star to adore
You, the Sun of Righteousness!
Thus, the main thrust of our Nativity
celebration is not so much that
Christ was born, but that God has
been manifested and lives among
us in this Child. This is the reason
the Orthodox Church emphasizes
the visit of the Magi much more
strongly than the events surround-
ing the Birth. The shepherds and
Three Astrologers from the East
represent the human race which
discovers and worships God Who
has appeared in human form!

The feast does not end with
this celebration, but continues. The
second day of the feast honors the
Most-Holy Birthgiver-of-God. This
is the most ancient feast honoring
Mary, the Mother of God. Honoring
the Mother of God through whom
God took on human flesh and dwelt in our midst became
part of this Nativity celebration almost immediately after
the Church universally began commemorating the Birth of
Christ on December 25 at the end of the fourth century.

The Church honors the memory of the First-Martyr
and Archdeacon Stephen on the third day of the feast. He
was elevated by the Apostles themselves to serve as the
first deacon of the Church. He gave his life witnessing to his
belief that Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the fulfillment of
the Divine Plan. St. Stephen’s confession of faith which he
gave before being stoned to death by unbelievers can be

read in the Acts of the Holy Apostles
(7:2-60). The contents of this
profession formed the basis of every
profession and creed ever devised
by the Orthodox Church.

The Saturday following the
feast has its own particular Apostolic and Gospel
Readings. The Holy Gospel describes how the incarnate
Christ is the fulfillment of the prophecy of the Isaiah
which predicted that the Messiah would appear in a
manner which was both universal and humble.

On the Sunday following the feast, the Church
commemorates the Holy Righteous Ones: David the
King, Joseph the Betrothed, and James the Brother of
the Lord in the Flesh. This is because Jesus is of the
house or family of Kind David. Joseph the Betrothed is
honored for his role of acting as our Lord’s earthly, but
not biological father. James is not actually our Lord’s
brother. Though some modern commentators make the

insupportable assertion that these broth-
ers of the Lord may have been children

of St. Joseph from a prior marriage,
not one of the Church Fathers was

of this opinion. These brothers
were cousins, the word brother
has a much looser meaning in
Semitic languages.

The celebration of the Nativity
concludes with the commemora-
tion of His Circumcision eight
days after His Birth. There is no
fasting during this entire post-
festive period and no marriages
may be celebrated. However, the
Orthodox celebration of Christ’s
Birth continues in a less intense
manner even beyond this feast.
Many people continue to greet
each other with, “Christ is Born!”,
for an entire forty days ending
this custom on the feast of the
Meeting in the Temple (February
2/15).

All the above dramatically
illustrates how through the centuries the Church has
framed and embellished this feast of Christ’s Birth. Initially
the Nativity did not even stand on its own as a feastday.
Originally it was celebrated as one of the many divine
manifestations (theophanies), of Christ which revealed
His divinity to the world, and also the existence of the All-
Holy Trinity. Clearly when we speak of the traditions
surrounding the feast of our Lord’s Birth, there is an
abundance of material to consider even before one
begins delving into the contributions each ethnic
community contributes to this great feast!
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The Christmas season is
always such a beautiful
time of the year. Certain

radio stations play only Christmas
carols, which then serves as
background music while I am trying
to accomplish a myriad of holiday
chores. Neighborhood Christmas
decorations add a special glow to
the otherwise dreary and dark
nights of winter. It is so much nicer
to run to WalMart knowing I will
have these colorful lights along the
way to lift my spirits.

The Christmas season is
also a very stressful time. There
are gifts to buy, cookies to bake
and a house to decorate. Children
can either become very conscious
of their behavior, hoping for a nice
return on Christmas, or overly
excited from the anticipation of all
that is to come. Unfortunately,
parents never know which one they
will be facing, (which is why I keep
a lump of coal gum on hand to back
up my threats, and, more impor-
tantly, have actually used)! This
year will also be our first Christmas
to have a married child returning
home for a few days, a first since
moving out of state four months
ago, which adds additional prepara-
tion to an already crowded list.

As a parent, I try my
hardest to make everything perfect
for everyone. This year I awoke on
the Friday after Thanksgiving to
find a short pile of three store ads
waiting in the kitchen for me, each
with one item boldly circled. I
understood the hint and quickly
dressed to start that scavenger hunt
even though I had previously had
absolutely no intention of dealing
with those crowds. The sales were
just too good and if this is what my
son wanted, then I was going to do
my best to get them. Within exactly
42 minutes from rising that morn-

ing, I had merely a half a cup of
coffee and then made it to each of
those three stores (and, mind you,
one of them was Toys R Us). I beat
every single early bird time require-
ment, and yet had nothing to show
for my efforts. Every item was sold
out. I had to go for round two of
those store chains to better my
luck, which included giving up on
one item, receiving a rain check for
another, and actually driving home
with the third. Will all of that effort
really be appreciated on Christmas
morning?

I sometimes feel we get
lost in the hustle bustle and lose
sight of what Christmas should
mean. It is not realistic to suggest
that the mundane and time con-
suming preparations need to be
eliminated because, for me at least,
that just would not happen. Rather,
we can try to view some of them
differently.

For example, such a thing
jumped out at me this year on one
of my late night shopping adven-
tures. I was merely driving along,
trying to keep the list going in my
head for when I arrived at the store,
when I unknowingly found myself
anticipating driving past a home
that even from a distance was
reflecting brightly onto the dark, wet
pavement ahead. I knew it was
going to be a richly decorated
scene since it was making such a
difference in the neighborhood. I
was proven correct as I approached
the house. It was at that moment
that the real meaning of Christmas
jumped into the car with me and
has been accompanying me ever
since. Just as those bright lights
held such anticipation for me, so
too does the birth of Jesus Christ
on Christmas day. This seemingly
secular tradition instantly had such
a profound religious impact on me
and it suddenly explained the whole
reason for Christmas lights, out-

doors and in: It is through the birth
of Jesus Christ that Light comes
into our dark world and illuminates
our otherwise dreary paths. Just as
the minimal street lights could not
detract from that decorated home,
nothing else can detract from the
Light that will be entering our world
and making such a difference in it
on Christmas morning. Even
though I have always loved Christ-
mas lights, and who does not, I now
view these displays with a different
twist.

As for our own Christmas
decorations, and everything else
associated with Christmas, we try
very hard to maintain a religious
theme. There are enough other
families who decorate using the
Grinch, Winnie the Pooh snow
globes, or Charlie Brown. It is our
responsibility to emphasize the real
meaning and purpose for this holy
day, which also ends up making our
house very unique. (We have
actually had people come to our
door through the years to commend
us on our religious display, which is
always a totally unexpected sur-
prise.) I also look for appropriate
Christmas cards to send, too.
Although they are getting increas-
ingly more difficult to find, it is still
important for us to greet others with
the beauty of the Nativity and not a
motorcycle riding Santa.

Speaking of Santa Claus,
which is merely the English pronun-
ciation of the Germanic name, I
also like using the Feast of Saint
Nicholas on December 6 (19) as
the day to give teachers and other
service providers their Christmas
gifts. It helps to separate our gifts
from the many others that will be
received, making them slightly
more meaningful.  I think ahead so
that during parent conferences at
the beginning of the school year I
receive permission for my child to
bring a small treat, like candy
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canes, for the entire class on that
feast day. Of course, this means my
child has to be able to explain the life
of Saint Nicholas and his significance
in the Orthodox Church, but it has
always been very well received. Every
year I am impressed at the number of
classmate parents who are aware of
this important Saint and his feast day.
At home, this is the morning when my
family anticipates awaking to filled
Christmas stockings, since that is a
tradition associated with his feast.
(Filled shoes are also common.) If
these stockings were filled for Christ-
mas, they would be the last item
opened since the gifts under the tree
always overshadow the tiny things
waiting in the stockings. On St.
Nicholas Day, however,  they are a
special treat and a way of acknowl-
edging the giving nature of this
important saint.

We also have to remember
that there are liturgical celebrations
related to both St. Nicholas Day and
Christmas. I truly do not understand
how families can open gifts in celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ without
attending the liturgical service that
commemorates that momentous
event. My children have always had to
wait to open presents on Christmas
morning until after we returned home
from church. As difficult as it is for
them to walk past the tree teeming
with presents, or to put down a
package that is already being ana-
lyzed for potential
contents, not a single
gift can be opened
until we proclaim
“Christ is Born” in our
parish.

An  important
tradition that I will
cherish forever is one
which my now
deceased father
provided  every
Christmas day after
we arrived home
from church. Upon
entering the house,
our own, my
grandmother’s, or
later on, my family’s,

he would pause immediately after
crossing the threshold and burst out
in song with his own, slightly out of
tune, rendition of our Christmas
troparion. I was so proud on that
first Christmas day about ten years
ago when my children could follow
his example by doing the same in
English. Was there ever any
question what it was we were
celebrating and why we were giving
gifts?

With giving in mind, which
is the central focus on Christmas, it
is imperative to look beyond our
own families and find a way to bring
some light to those who might
otherwise be left out of the celebra-
tion. The only decision to be made
is whether it should be a financial
contribution or an even more
special gift of our precious time.
Find a children’s home, hospital or
nursing home with patients who
could use a little cheering, either
through gifts or personal visits.
There are many charities, including
specifically Orthodox ones like
I.O.C.C. or Zoe for Life (which is
featured in this issue), that depend
entirely on financial contributions to
provide their services. Neighbor-
hood food banks look forward to
holiday donations of food and gifts,
including gently worn clothing from
cleared closets. Search your
neighborhood, parish or your family
for someone who needs some

special attention
this Christmas.
Those who were
recently wid-
owed, for
example, will be
reluctant to
intrude but need
any distraction from the loneliness they
will be experiencing. Those who are ill
may view this as potentially the last
Christmas of their lives. Would it not be
very personally rewarding to be the one
who provides them with the best Christ-
mas you have to offer?

If you feel your Christmas
season is already too full to include even
more commitments, then it is time to
reassess why you are doing any of it at
all. How difficult is it to add to your list a
few extra Christmas cards with notes to
brighten the season for someone else,
or to simply drop a financial donation in
the mail? When doing holiday baking,
make an extra dozen to share with those
who rarely experience home cooking
any more. Drop off a poinsettia as a
surprise to tell someone in your parish or
your life, “Merry Christmas”. And, saying
“Merry Christmas” is the most important
of all. We are not sending our season’s
greetings or holiday wishes. We are
saying “Merry Christmas” for “Christ is
Born” and bringing light, sometimes
through us, into this dark world.

We can make a difference as
Orthodox Christians with everything we
do this Christmas as long as we can

shake off the secular influ-
ence that surrounds us and
focus instead on the Christ
Child Who will be coming into
the world. Not only will we set
an example for our children
and our families, but we will
also influence our friends,
neighborhoods and communi-
ties. We are being given the
opportunity to prove that
Orthodox Christians are not
like everyone else because
we celebrate that “Christ is
Born” for us. In turn,  we
share His Light by making it a
merry Christmas for every life
we touch this Christmas.

ChristisBorn!
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Õðèñòîñ, ãîâîðÿ÷è ïðî ñàìå íàéá³ëüøå, ùî ìîæå çðîáèòè ëþäèíà, ïðî
íàéâèùó ì³ðó, äî ÿêî¿ âîíà ìîæå âèðîñòè, äàâ íàì çàïîâ³äü ëþáîâ³: í³õòî íå
ìàº á³ëüøî¿ ëþáîâ³, í³æ òîé, õòî äóøó ñâîþ ïîëîæèòü çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ… ² îñü ñàì
Ãîñïîäü ³ Áîã íàø âò³ëåííÿì Ñâî¿ì âèêîíàâ öåé çàêîí æèòòÿ ³ ëþáîâ³.

Ìè íàðîäæóºìîñü äî òèì÷àñîâîãî æèòòÿ, ç í³÷îãî âèíèêàºìî òâîð÷èì
ñëîâîì æèâîãî Áîãà, ³ ÷åðåç öå òèì÷àñîâå ïåðåáóâàííÿ ñòàºìî ïðè÷àñíèìè äî
â³÷íîñîò³ òà âõîäèìî â æèòòÿ â³÷íå. Ãîñïîäü Áîã íàø Ñâî¿ì âò³ëåííÿì ³ç ïîâíîòè
áóòòÿ, ³ç òîðæåñòâóþ÷î¿ ïîâíîòè æèòòÿ âõîäèòü ó çàáóòòÿ ñìåðò³. Ç ïîâíîòè áóòòÿ
Â³í çìóøåíèé áóòè ó ðàìêàõ ãð³øíîãî ñâ³òó; áóäó÷è â³÷íèì, íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â ÷àñ³,
ùîá ó öüîìó ñâ³ò³, âóçüêîìó ³ ò³ñíîìîó, â³ä³ðâàíîìó â³ä Áîãà, æèòè, ïîêàçóþ÷è
ïðèêëàä òîãî, ÿê ç äíÿ íà äåíü ìîæíà â³ääàâàòè æèòòÿ çà ñâî¿õ äðóç³â, ³ ïîìèðàº,
ïîêàçóþ÷è íàì, ùî é ñìåðòþ ìîæíà ÿâèòè òîðæåñòâî æèòòÿ.

Îäíà ³ç ñòàðîäàâí³õ ãðåöüêèõ ³êîí ïðåäñòàâëÿº íàì ÿñëà âèôëåºìñüê³
íå ó âèãëÿä³ ÿñåë, à ó âèãëÿä³ æåðòîâíèêà, ùî ñêëàäåíèé ³ç êàìåí³â, íà ÿêèõ

ÐIÇÄÂÐIÇÄÂÐIÇÄÂÐIÇÄÂÐIÇÄÂÎ ÕÐÈÑÎ ÕÐÈÑÎ ÕÐÈÑÎ ÕÐÈÑÎ ÕÐÈÑÒÒÒÒÒÎÂÅÎÂÅÎÂÅÎÂÅÎÂÅ

ëåæèòü Äèòÿ, ïðèçíà÷åíå íà ñìåðòü; àëå íå íà âèïàäêîâó,
áåçö³ëüíó ñìåðòü, à íà ñìåðòü æåðòâè, ÿêà ñïåö³àëüíî ³
ñâîá³äíî ïðèíîñèòüñÿ Áîãîâ³ â ³ì’ÿ î÷èùåííÿ â³ä ãð³õ³â,
çàðàäè ïåðåìîãè íàä ñàìîþ ñìåðòþ, äëÿ ïîºäíàííÿ íåáà
³ çåìë³.

Ñüîãîäí³ â³÷íèé Áîã íàðîäæóºòüñÿ â ÷àñ³;
Áåçò³ëåñíèé ïðèéìàº ïëîòü; Òîé, Õòî çà ìåæàìè ñìåðò³
âõîäèòü â îáëàñòü ñìåðò³; ñüîãîäí³ ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ õðåñíèé
øëÿõ Ãîñïîäí³é; ñüîãîäí³ ÿâëÿºòüñÿ íàì æåðòâåííà
Áîæåñòâåííà Ëþáîâ. Ñüîãîäí³ ÿñëà âèôëåºìñüê³
ïåðåäâ³ùàþòü íàì òó ïå÷åðó, êóäè áóäå ïîëîæåíèé
Ãîñïîäü íàø ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ, çíÿòèé ç õðåñòà ï³ñëÿ
ìó÷åíèöüêî¿ ñìåðò³… ² âåñü æèòòºâèé øëÿõ Ãîñïîäí³é º
íå ÷èì ³íøèì, ÿê ñïîâíåííÿì ö³º¿ çàïîâ³ä³ ëþáîâ³, ÿêà
íå çíàº ìåæ, ÿêà ñâîº æèòòÿ â³ääàº çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ.

Àëå ÷è ò³ëüêè çà ñàìèõ äðóç³â? Õòî áóâ äðóãîì
Ãîñïîäí³ì êîëè Â³í íàðîäèâñÿ, õòî äàâ ïðèòóëîê Ìàòåð³,
ßêà ñïîä³âàëàñÿ Äèòèíè òà Éîñèôó, ÿêèé ñóïðîâîäæóâàâ
¯¿? Âîíè çíàéøëè ñîá³ ïðèòóëîê ñåðåä çâ³ð³â, ³ òàê áóëî
íà ïðîòÿç³ âñüîãî æèòòÿ Õðèñòîâîãî. Êîëè â ê³íö³ Éîãî
çåìíîãî øëÿõó þäåéñüêèé íàðîä, ëþäñòâî âèêëþ÷èòü
Éîãî ³ç ì³ñòà ëþäåé, Éîìó çàëèøèòüñÿ ò³ëüêè ïîìåðòè
îäèíîêîþ ñìåðòþ íà Ãîëãîô³. Øëÿõ, ðîçïî÷àòèé
Ãîñïîäîì “çàðàäè äðóç³â ñâî¿õ”, º øëÿõ ëþáîâ³ - àëå õòî
æ áóëè ò³ äðóç³? Âîðîãè – öå íå ò³, õòî íàñ íåíàâèäèòü,
öå ò³, êîãî ìè, ïî ñë³ïîò³ ñåðöÿ ³ ðîçóìó, íàçèâàºìî
âîðîãàìè; Õðèñòîñ âîðîã³â íå çíàâ. Âñ³ ëþäè, ÿêèõ òâîð÷å
Áîæå ñëîâî ïîêëèêàëî äî áóòòÿ, áóëè éîãî áðàòàìè ³
ñåñòðàìè, áóëè óëþáëåíèìè Áîæèìè ä³òüìè, ùî çàãóáèëè
ñâ³é øëÿõ ³ ÿêèõ Â³í ïðèéøîâ â³äíàéòè.

Â³í Ñàì äàâ íàì îáðàç, êîëè ñêñàçàâ, ùî äîáðèé
ïàñòèð çàëèøàº äåâ’ÿíîñòî äåâ’ÿòü îâåöü, ùîá ³òè íà
ïîøóêè îäíî¿, ùî çàáëóäèëàñÿ ³ çàãóáèëàñÿ. Òàê ³ ïî
â³äíîøåííþ äî íàñ: òèõ ëþäåé, ÿê³ íàçèâàþòü ñåáå
âîðîãàìè Õðèñòà, Õðèñòîñ âèçíàº ÿê Ñâî¿õ áðàò³â ³ ñåñòåð,
ÿê ä³òåé æèâîãî Áîãà, ×è¿ì Ñèíîìî Â³í ÿâëàºòüñÿ. Äëÿ

Íüîãî íåìà âîðîã³â, ³ òîìó çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè âñ³õ Â³í æèâå ç
äíÿ íà äåíü, â³ääàþ÷è âñ³ ñèëè ò³ëà ³ äóø³ ; ³ íàðåøò³, çà âñ³õ
³ çàðàäè âñ³õ ï³ñëÿ Ñòðàñíî¿ ñåäìèö³, ï³ñëÿ ñòðàøíî¿
Ãåòñèìàíñüêî¿ íî÷³, ï³ñëÿ çíóùàíü, ñòðàæäàíü, ï³ñëÿ òîãî,
ÿê Éîãî çðàäèâ áëèçüêèé ó÷åíèê, à ³íø³ çàëèøèëè, Õðèñòîñ
âìèðàº íà õðåñò³ çà âñ³õ ³ çàðàäè âñ³õ.

² ÿêùî ìè - Õðèñòîâ³, òî ìè ïîâèíí³ íàâ÷èòèñü ó
öþ óðî÷èñòó í³÷ öüîìó Õðèñòîâîìó øëÿõó. Ñüîãîäí³ ìè
ìîæåìî ïîêàÿííÿì, ñåáòî ïåðåì³íîþ äóìîê ³ ñåðöÿ, óâ³éòè
â Õðèñòîâèé øëÿõ, ìîæåìî íîâèìè î÷èìà ðîçäèâèòèñü
äîâêîëà ³ ç ïîäèâîì ïîáà÷èòè, ùî íåìàº ó íàñ âîðîã³â, à º
ëèøå ä³òè Õðèñòîâ³, ùî çàáëóäèëèñÿ, äî ÿêèõ íàñ ïîñèëàº
Ãîñïîäü æèòè, à ÿêùî ïîòð³áíî, òî é ïîìåðòè, ùîá âîíè
æèëè íà â³êè â³÷í³.

Îñü ïðî ùî ãîâîðÿòü íàì æèòòÿ ³ ñìåðòü Õðèñòà,
îñü ïðî ùî íàì ãîâîðèòü Ð³çäâî – òîáòî íàðîäæåííÿ
æèâîãî Áîãà ëþäñüêîþ ïëîòòþ. Âîíî òàêå òàºìíè÷å;
çäàâàëîñü áè, ìè áà÷èìî ñâîãî Áîãà, ìè ìîæåìî òðèìàòè
Éîãî áëàãîãîâ³éíî ó ñâî¿õ îá³éìàõ; àëå â öüîìó âò³ëåíí³
íàì â³äêðèâàºòüñÿ Áîã ùå á³ëüø òàºìíè÷èé, í³æ Áîã
Íåáåñíèé, íåçáàãíåííèé ëþäñüêèì ðîçóìîì, à ò³ëüêè
â³ä÷óòíèé ñåðöåì, òîìó, ùî â Äèòÿòêó öüîìó ïðèõîâàíà
âñÿ ïîâíîòà íåâèäèìîãî, íåçáàãíåííîãî Áîãà; äîòèêàþ÷èñü
ñåðöåì äî Äèòèíè íàðîäæåíî¿ ó Âèôëåºì³, ìè ç³ ñòðàõîì
ðîçóì³ºìî, ùî Â³í – æèâèé Áîã, ßêèé ñòàâ æèâîþ ëþäèíîþ
çàðàäè íàñ ñàìèõ. Ì³ðà ëþáîâ³ Áîæî¿ äî êîæíîãî ç íàñ,
â³ä îñòàííüîãî ãð³øíèêà ³ äî ñàìîãî ñâÿòîãî ïðàâåäíèêà –
öå æèòòÿ ³ ñìåðòü Ñèíà Áîæîãî, ßêèé ñòàâ ñèíîì ëþäñüêèì.

Çàïîâ³äü íîâó Â³í íàì äàº òèì, ùî íå ò³ëüêè çàêëèêàº
íàñ ëþáèòè,  àëå é çàêëèêàº ëþáèòè äðóç³â ³ âîðîã³â,
çàêëèêàº ëþáèòè â ñ ³ õ, ³ òàêîþ ì³ðîþ ëþáîâ³, ÿêà
íàçèâàºòüñÿ “â³ääàòè æèòòÿ ñâîº çà äðóç³â ñâî¿õ; âèçíàòè
äðóçÿìè òèõ, õòî òåáå äðóãîì íå âèçíàº, æèòè äëÿ íèõ ç
äíÿ íà äåíü, à ÿêùî ïîòð³áíî – çàðàäè íèõ ³ ïîìåðòè ç
îñòàííüîþ ìîëèòâîþ íà óñòàõ:”Ãîñïîäè, ïðîñòè ¿ì: âîíè
íå â³äàþòü, ùî òâîðÿòü!”
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May God grant to them many,
happy and blessed years!

January

Ch
ris

t
is

Bor
n!

Bono. Oprah. Angelina Jolie. Just a few of the
celebrities that have received publicity for their acts of
charity. Bono plugs Live 8; Oprah has a girls’ school in
Africa.; Jolie donates to African educational and
charitable funds. Seems like these days it’s in style to be
giving, although it’s something our Church has done from
the very beginning. Giving goes back to the Old
Testament, when God instructed His people to tithe (a
fancy word meaning one tenth of something). Everyone
was to give the first 10 percent of their earnings to Him,
which, back then, meant land, animals, agricultural
products, etc. Tithing showed that they owed their lives
and livelihoods to Him, and thanked Him for all His gifts
(Check out Genesis 14, Deuteronomy 18 and Numbers
18 for more on tithing.)

Jesus Christ also taught about giving emphasizing
that it’s a way of life - something we do for others,
expecting nothing in return. For us as Christians, giving is
a mentality that we adopt - not just a single project that we
carry out on a Saturday afternoon once a year. There are
some other things that Christ and the Church teach about
giving:

Stewardship: All we have, whether money,
possessions, or talents is from God. Ultimately, He is the
owner of them all, and we are merely stewards or care
takers of His things. So when we give to a charity, or

Is It Hip
To Give?

V.  Rev. Fr. Myron Mykhaylyuk January 2, 1977
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Bodnarchuk January 3, 1993
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Raphael January 8, 1995
V. Rev. Fr. Gerald Ozlanski January 25, 1987
Rev. Fr. Harry Linsinbigler January 25, 2003
Fr. Deacon Nicholas Shapoval January 25, 2003
Rev. Fr. Myroslav Schirta January 30, 1998

OrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdinationOrdination
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

donate, or volunteer, we are merely giving back what
already belongs to Someone else.

Thanksgiving: We show God our thanks by
offering back to Him what He has given to us. And His
ultimate gift to us, for which we are thankful, is the gift of
His Son, Jesus Christ, Who came into the world, was
crucified, and rose from the dead out of love for us!

Offering: While sometimes we give out of our own
abundance, there might be times in our lives where it’s
hard to give.

In these situations, we have the opportunity for our
faith in God to grow strong. Remember the widow who
gave the last of her money to the poor (Mk. 12:41-43)?
She was blessed by Christ, Who also said that the more
we give to others, the more will be given back to us (Lk.
6:38.).

Today we have many opportunities to give. You
may say, I’m just a teenager, what do I have to give? If
you think creatively, you will realize you do have
something to offer back to God and to others:

*Time
*Talent, gift, skill
*Money
*Enthusiasm, commitment, caring
Before running and donating all your money to Live

8, look in your own back yard for opportunities to give.
There are many worthy ministries in the Church that can
use your gifts: the Orphanages in Ukraine, the St.
Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Society, the Ukraine
Dental Project, the mission parishes, the South
American Seminary, St. Herman’s House of Hospitality,
the Historical and Educational Complex Building Fund,
the New Missions Fund, the All Saints Camp projects, the
Endowment Fund in memory of Patriarch Mstyslav, the
Pension Fund and the St. Sophia Seminary Support
Fund.
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And, ‘tis the season for Parish Council elections.
Every year as December and January roll around, many
Orthodox parishes hold elections for their parish
councils. In my ten year ministry, I’ve had parish council
members who are shining examples of what it is to be an
Orthodox Christian, who genuinely care for the mission
of the church, who made a weekly habit of receiving Holy
Communion, who came to confession, in addition to
coming to parish council meetings, serving on
committees and organizing community events. I’ve also
had parish council members who did not attend church,
who laughed when I told the parish council that all
members should go to Confession at least once a year,
who came to church each Sunday only in time to pass the
tray, who weren’t faithful in keeping the fasts of the
church and who generally did not set a good example.

In my parish, in addition to a seminar for Parish
Council candidates held in the local area, last year I
instituted an additional one hour private session in my
office so that I could have an opportunity to dialogue with
each candidate one on one. The other day, in conducting
one of these meetings, a candidate asked me “Father,
what is your number one goal for next year?” Without
even thinking about it, I replied, “To have 11 parish
council members (the number of my parish council) who
will worship in church each Sunday.” This person replied,
“Do I have to come on time?” I guess a priest can dream,
but as we approach another year of parish council
elections, I scratch my head and wonder is it really that
hard to find 11 people for a parish council who will
commit to coming to church on time each Sunday? And
is our method of choosing our parish leaders something
that needs to be revised?

Picking versus Electing
History shows that leaders have traditionally picked

those who work closest with them. Kings chose their men
of court, presidents choose their cabinets, hierarchs
choose their councils, coaches choose their assistant,
managers hire their own secretaries, but the parish
priests have their councils voted in. (In fact, the priest
isn’t even allowed to cast a vote for the parish council.)
Why is that? Some say, this is to serve as a check and
balance for the priest, to make sure he doesn’t get too
much power. If we are worried that a priest will wield
power in a dictatorial and oppressive way, perhaps that
person is not an appropriate candidate for ordination and
should be screened out during seminary. However, the
priesthood is a position of authority. The priest serves as
the Icon of Christ at the altar in his community.

The priest serves as the leader of his community.
Many parish council members will argue that the priest

leads only the spiritual part of the community, with the
parish council doing the business part. To which I
counter, is there any part of the community life that isn’t
to be considered spiritual? Just look at your own personal
life. Is there a separation between the spiritual and
secular parts of your life? Does Christ only lead part of
our lives, or is He supposed to be leading at all times,
even when we are engaged in “secular” things like sports
or socializing? Likewise, there is no secular part of a
church. Christ, through the priest, leads all aspects of
community life. If there is a sinful or ungodly segment to
community life, like running a bingo business, that aspect
of community life needs to be eliminated, not have the
priest turn a blind eye to it.

And what happens more often than not, is that
rather than serving as a check and balance to temper a
priest who “wields too much power,” a parish council
serves as an obstacle and handicaps the enthusiastic
priest who is trying to grow his parish in the image and
likeness of Christ.

What is the purpose of an Orthodox Church?
The Orthodox Church has but one purpose, to

advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As subgoals under
this overarching theme are mission statements taken
directly from the Gospels themselves. “To seek and to
save the lost,” (Lk. 19:10); To call sinners to repentance
(Mt. 9:13) ; and “to baptize all nations.” (Mt. 28:19) Every
priest, parish council member and parishioner should be
actively working towards these goals in their own lives
and in the lives of their peers. Some have distorted the
purpose of the church to include providing a social life
and preserving a certain culture and language. There are
certainly social and cultural elements present in every
parish, but should not be the focus of that parish. The
focus of every parish is Jesus Christ.

What is the role of the Parish Council?
Archdiocese regulations in various Orthodox

jurisdictions provide a legal job description of the parish
council which is to ostensibly help administer the parish
in cooperation with the parish priest. Some interpret that
as making sure the parish is on solid financial footing,
counting money in the tray, running the parish festival, or
selling raffle tickets. But if the primary focus of the parish
is supposed to be furtherance of the Gospel, then the
primary focus of the parish council member is supposed
to be assisting the priest to further the Gospel. This
means that first and foremost, the parish council member
must be a supportive example of what it means to be an
Orthodox Christian. If parish council members are not
worshipping in church or

Qualified Candidates for the Parish Council
Wanted:

by Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

(continued)
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receiving the sacraments or going to Confession, what
kind of message does this send? That these things are
important for the “regular people” of the parish but not for
its leadership? By not being a good example IN the
church, not only does the parish council member not
further the message of Christ or work in cooperation with
the priest, but actually works in opposition to the priest.
Because the regular member of the church is going to
think, “If our priest can’t convince his own parish council
that worship and the sacramental life are important, he
must be a real Bozo.” Yes, the parish council has an
administrative role in the church. The church festival is
generally organized by someone on the parish council.
Someone on the parish council is usually in charge of the
buildings and grounds, the stewardship committee, the
outreach committee and acts as a liaison to the various
ministries of the church. But the primary role of the parish
council is to be leading by example, in worship, in
speaking positively about the future spiritual growth of
the church.

What constitutes a Member in Good Stand-
ing? -- A hypothetical case study

In the parish of Holy Trinity, in Anytown, USA, there
was a rule that to run for the parish council, one had to be
a member for one full year prior
to the election. So, if the
election was December 9,
2005 for the parish council
of 2006, in order to run,
one had to be a member
on December 9, 2004.
It turns out that one
year, George Smith
wanted to run for
parish council. He
was a very pious
man, in church every
Sunday, one of the
top stewards of the
parish, who also did a
lot of volunteer work
at the parish festival.
In November 2005,
George Smith was
nominated for parish
council and was very
excited about the prospect of serving his church. George
had moved to the area in January of 2005 from a parish
where he had served on the parish council, and filled out
his membership form on January 2 of 2005. George was
disqualified from running because he hadn’t been a
member of the parish for a full year (he was three weeks
short of a full year), and hence wasn’t a member in good
standing. Mike Johnson, on the other hand, who rarely
attended church, who pledged only a nominal amount,

was nominated and elected. His great-grandfather, after
all, had been one of the founding members of the parish.
And for the 90 year history of the church, a Johnson had
always been on the Parish Council. Perhaps it is time to
redefine what is a member in good standing.

An Uninformed Electorate
In most parishes, members of the congregation do

not know all the members who are running. Since we
don’t have debates or public forums for candidates to
introduce themselves before the elections (hmm, there’s
an idea, a debate on the stage in the parish hall after
church), members are told to vote for a slate of
candidates they may not even know. And so the voting
goes like this. Nick Jones picks up his ballot. It says vote
for 6 of these 8 candidates. Nick knows five of the
candidates, so he votes for them. He evaluates which of
the other three to vote for and finds one of the remaining
candidates is named Nick Smith. So he thinks, “My name
is Nick, that’s a good name, I’ll vote for him.” And so Nick
Smith is qualified in the eyes of Nick Jones merely
because his name is Nick. Then you have a good number
of parishioners who show up only to vote -- they don’t
even attend church on election Sunday but come
afterward to vote. They bring their checkbooks to make

sure they are caught up on their
membership for the year, filling

out their stewardship form or
paying their dues in December,

just so they can vote. You
have parishioners who them-

selves are not members in
good standing, because

they don’t live an Ortho-
dox Christian life, vot-

ing for people they
don’t know. An unin-
formed electorate
voting for people
they don’t know -- is
this a functional sys-
tem? What moti-
vates people to run
for the Parish Coun-
cil?

There are
many answers here.

Some are motivated by a desire to help the church grow
and to help others grow in their faith. If that’s not a
motivation to run, you probably need to evaluate why you
are running. Some run because “we need responsible
people to make sure the church is on solid financial
footing.” Or “we need to make sure the priest doesn’t get
too powerful.” Or “I’ve been on the parish council for 25
years so I’ll run again.” Or “ my father was on the parish
council and now that he’s passed away, I’ll take my
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family’s seat on the parish council.” How many qualified
people stay away from the parish council? In my years as a
priest, when I’ve approached people who I think would
make excellent parish council members, I have often been
turned down by them because “there is too much politics”
on the parish council, or “I don’t know enough people to get
elected.” If you are running for parish council, you need to
clearly examine why you are running. If it’s for any reason
other than I want to help my priest spread the Gospel in this
parish, then please reconsider running. That’s not to say
that a parish council member does not need an
administrative skill set – yes, people on the parish council
need to be good with numbers and balancing checkbooks,
should understand stewardship and fund-raising and will be
doing administrative jobs like making sure the church roof
gets repaired. But the primary job of the parish council
member is to be a good example of a faithful Orthodox
Christian, and being faithful to this role must be a
motivating factor for the parish council candidate.

What we need on the Parish Council?
Committed Christians, plain and simple. We need

people who will serve as examples to the rest of the
community, who will come faithfully and punctually to
church each Sunday, who will receive Communion, who will
go to confession, who will attend a Bible study or religious
retreat, who can talk with some competency about
Orthodoxy. What we do NOT need are people who spend
the liturgy in the hall, who come at 11:00 a.m. in time to pass
the tray, who discourage parishioners from going to
confession, who engage in gossip about the priest, or each
other. How do these things help in spreading the Gospel of
Christ?

The time has come to reexamine how we select
leaders in our parishes. If Jesus Christ could choose
illiterate fishermen and repentant tax collectors and make
them into heralds of the Gospel who founded the Orthodox
Church which still exists two thousand years later, if a priest
were allowed to choose 9 or 11 (or whatever the number)
committed Christians in his parish to serve as its leaders,
I’m quite confident that the results would be positive. Since
there is virtually no chance that that will ever happen, all I
can hope for is that if you are nominated for the parish
council and aren’t committed to regular church attendance,
if you don’t have a regular prayer life, if you don’t receive
Communion often, keep the fasts, go to confession
periodically (if ever) or are engaged in serious habitual sin,
that you will withdraw your name from the ballot. And if
there aren’t enough qualified people to run in your parish,
perhaps the priest will end up getting to appoint one or two
people to the parish council. Would that be such a bad
thing? He, above all, should know who is qualified.

Several years ago, at summer camp, one of the staff
members also happened to be the parish council president
of her church community. One morning, as we were
beginning the Orthros (Matins) service before the Divine
Liturgy, there was one person in our camp chapel (a tent
outdoors covering a slab of concrete). In the back row of the

chapel, it was this woman who was kneeling on concrete
and praying. After Liturgy, I told her how moved I was to
witness this scene of a parish council president on her
knees praying at the beginning of Orthros in an empty
church. I told her thank you for giving me a healthy image
of a parish council member to have in my mind. At a time
when many parish council members are the last ones in
church, it was refreshing to see one be the first. We
always picture the parish council members passing the
tray, taking sign-ups for something, or hawking tickets to
the dinner-dance. It’s time for parish council members to
step up and change that image, into images of holiness
rather than images of business. After all, what is a
church, a place of holiness or a place of business? And as
Orthodox Christians, we are supposed to be being led by
our priests and parish council members to become
images of holiness, not merely consumers, customers
and constituents.
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis is the pastor of St. John the Baptist Greek
Orthodox Church in Tampa, FL and is director of St. Stephen’s Summer
Camp for the Metropolis of Atlanta.

STOP!
world
slow down
let me think!
let me stop growing
just for a bit.

Put time in a standstill
and let us rest.

don’t you know
what it’s like
to be on the brink?

brink of age
brink of love
brink of magic
brink of the cliff.

I’m afraid that soon
life won’t be what I know
because you thought I was
old enough to bear it.

STOP!STOP!STOP!STOP!STOP!
a poem by Sana Shepko

I still want a small part of
space left

for watching the sun rise
a flower bloom
an endless life breath.

to hear the last trill
of a note
before rushing out of the

concert hall . . .

to look at one painting
soak up all the colors
all the brushstrokes . . .

not just to sweep my eyes
quickly over the
entire gallery

and go on to the next room.

I think you might under-
stand what I mean -
let us have a bit of quiet,

please.

Sana, 12, attends St. Volodymyr Mission in Kerhonkson, NY
where Fr. George Bazylevsky is the pastor.

Appeared in the 9/07 issue of the free, monthly Chronogram Poetry,
published by Luminary Publishing, with the aim of nourishing and
supporting the creative and cultural life of the Hudson Valley, NY. The
magazine’s mission is to disseminate material that nourishes and
supports creative life and demonstrates a paradigm of creativity in action.
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You just ruined my
breakfast.

This is not the most
pleasant thing to hear
when one sits down to eat.
Yet as I sat down in the
McDonald’s to eat my
breakfast that morning in
downtown Los Angeles,
this was the first thing said
to me by a man at a nearby
table.

What would cause
this guy to say something
like this to me, a person he
had never met?

I was participating on
the very first Orthodox
Youth Outreach mission
trip. A small group of us -
me and three high school
students - walked through
the downtown area of Los
Angeles to find a homeless
person to take out to
breakfast.

I have to admit even
as one of the chaperones
on the trip, I was a little
anxious. What will these
homeless people say when
we offer to share a meal
with them? Will they be
offended? Disinterested?
Perhaps more to the point,
what will other people say?

As my small group

walked along the sidewalk,
we came across a man in
ragged clothes with a long
beard sitting by the road.
“We’re trying to find a
place to eat cheap. Can
you point us in the right
direction? He pointed to
the nearby McDonald’s.
“Would you like to join us?
Our treat.”

He seemed surprised,
but got up and came with
us. His name was Robert;
and he told us he had been
on the streets for many
years. We walked into the
restaurant and all ordered
breakfast. Just as I was
about to introduce myself
and try to get to know him,
a voice came from the next
table. You just ruined my
breakfast.

I looked up to find a
man glaring at me as he
sipped his coffee. What
was that supposed to
mean? As I looked at him,
it was immediately clear.

He did not come into
this restaurant to eat next
to a dirty homeless man
like Robert. My first reac-
tion was to become angry.
Who does this guy think he
is? I wanted to tell him what

Ruining Your Breakfast?
By Jordan Hender

an ignorant and ridiculous
thing that was to say. Yet
just as I opened my mouth,
I looked across the table at
Robert.

He didn’t react at all.
He just sat there. He
looked as if this was the
kind of thing he had heard
innumerable times before -
so many times perhaps
that he no longer reacted to
it. I looked back at the man
next to us in silence.

How many times do
we encounter people like
Robert in our lives? What
is our response to such
people? Do we make cruel
statements like this be-
cause they are dirty or
smell bad? Do we assume
that they are lazy and
deserve to be on the
streets?

Or perhaps even
worse, do we simply walk
by and ignore them? Can
you think of anything worse
than spending years of
existence where people
simply ignore you and
pretend not to see you?
This is the life of so many
poor and homeless people

throughout the world.
As Christians, we are

called to respond differ-
ently. We are called to
follow the example of
Christ, Who never failed to
reach out and offer comfort
to the poor, the lame, the
sick, the wounded, and all
those who were looked
down on by society. He
didn’t ignore them. He
didn’t simply give them
some
money and walk away. He
didn’t merely accuse them
of being lazy or irrespon-
sible.

Instead, He “emptied
Himself, taking the form of
a servant” (Philippians
2:7), and offered them His
love.

This way of approach-
ing the poor offers a very
challenging example: If
Jesus, being God incar-
nate and having created
the whole world, can lower
Himself in this way, how
much more ought we to do
the same, when we come
across the poor and the
rejected in our own lives.
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What is all the fuss about?
While there was some debate

among Christians about Harry Pot-
ter, there is no need for debate about
Pullman’s ‘His Dark Materials.’
Pullman’s anti-Christian agenda is
abundantly clear. The first movie,
“The Golden Compass” opened in
December of 2007.

Writing for children, Pullman
casts a vision of a world where there
is no transcendent God and thinking
there is one leads to all sorts of
horrible things. For example, in one
interview he says, “Our home is not
somewhere else. There is no
elsewhere. This is a physical
universe and we are physical beings
made of material stuff. This is where
we live.”

While Pullman himself denies
trying to single out Christianity for
ridicule (all monotheistic religions
are basically the same, he says), the
values promoted and the themes
explored are definitely opposed to
Christianity. God is an evil tyrant
whom many of the characters set out
to kill… sound like an innocent
children’s book to you?
*The Amber Spyglass, page 441.

How Should Christians Re-
spond?

Though the Pullman series is
positively hostile to Christianity and
its values, it still provides the Church
with the opportunity to explain and
clarify just what Christianity is all
about. We should not act as though
we are afraid of these books.
- Parents should get the books from

the library to see what they
teach.

- Parents should research topics that
emerge so they can speak

about them.
- Parents should research Christian

responses to the challenges the
books contain.

Some Quotes from the Series:
“Somewhere out there is the

origin of all the Dust, all the death,
the sin, the misery, the destructive-
ness in the world. Human beings
can’t see anything without wanting to
destroy it, Lyra. That’s original sin.
And I’m going to destroy it. Death is
going to die.” (The Golden Compass,
pg. 377)

“…it’s my belief he turned away
from a rebellion against the Church
not because the Church was too
strong, but because it was too weak
to be worth the fighting.” .. “I think
he’s a-waging a higher war than that.
He’s gone a-searching for the
dwelling place of the Authority
Himself, and he’s a going to destroy
Him.” … “He’s a-going to find the
Authority [God] and kill Him.” (The
Subtle Knife, pg 46-47).

“And the answer came back-
no. No one will. There’s no one to
fret, no one to condemn, no one to
bless me for being a good girl, no one
to punish me for being wicked.
Heaven was empty. I didn’t know
whether God had died, or whether
there never had been a God at all.”
(The Amber Spyglass, pg 445).

Reasons Christians Should Be
Concerned about “His Dark

Materials”
*It is written from a distinctly
atheistic worldview in an effort
to promote that worldview.
*It makes use of content that

is promoted heavily in science
classes, like evolution and quantum
mechanics, suggesting his ideas
are plausible.

*It promotes values that
Christians would reject and rejects
values Christians would uphold.

*It dismisses important doc-
trines like ‘original sin’ as power
ploys by the Church.

*The ‘God’ in the Pullman
series is nothing like God as
Christians understand Him, but
young readers will probably not know
this.

The Series in Nutshell
“The Golden Compass” begins

with Lyra, a young girl living in
another, parallel universe. She is

accompanied everywhere by her
daemon (pronounced: “demon”), which
is in fact just her soul. In the second
book, a character named Will emerges
from our own universe. Lyra is
shocked that Will’s daemon is inside
him. The ‘soul’ is just a physical reality
that in our evolved universe resides
within us.

At the end of the Golden
Compass, Lyra’s father breaks out of
his universe in his quest to find and kill
God, and tear down the ‘Kingdom of
Heaven’ and erect the ‘Republic of
Heaven.’ Lyra and Will have special
instruments that factor into their own
mission. Lyra has a ‘symbol reader’
and Will has a ‘subtle knife.’ The
‘symbol reader’ always tells the truth
and the knife cuts through to other
universes. With these tools in hand,
Lyra and Will set out to open a way out
of the realm of the dead. This first
requires that they ‘die’ but once they
succeed, they are able to reunite with
their daemon-souls.

In the final book, “The Amber
Spyglass,” Lyra’s parents succeed in
bringing down the ‘Kingdom of
Heaven.’ Lyra and Will ‘save the
universes’ after a character, Mary
Malone, tells how she gave up being a
nun because she couldn’t believe
anyone could condemn her for
wanting sexual pleasure.

Lyra and Will head off into the
trees… and all is well. The Universes
are saved.

The two eventually part, but look
forward to building ‘the Republic of
Heaven’ in their own universes.

Pullman and CS Lewis
One of the things that has

bothered many Christians is how it
seems that Pullman is writing with the
specific intention of being the anti-
Lewis. In an interview, he has even
said that he ‘loathes’ the Chronicles of
Narnia. This attitude clearly reflects
the fact that Pullman has an entirely
different way of looking at the world.

Quick Fact:
As the series progresses it

becomes more hostile towards ‘God’
with book one containing little more
than hints as to what is to come in
future books.

For additional information, visit:
www.sntjohnny.com/pullman

A Christian Parent’s
Guide to Philip
Pullman’s “The

Golden Compass”
“The Christian religion is a very

powerful and convincing mistake,
that’s all.”*
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ÀÐÕÈªÏÈÑÊÎÏ  ÀÍÒÎÍ²ÉÀÐÕÈªÏÈÑÊÎÏ  ÀÍÒÎÍ²ÉÀÐÕÈªÏÈÑÊÎÏ  ÀÍÒÎÍ²ÉÀÐÕÈªÏÈÑÊÎÏ  ÀÍÒÎÍ²ÉÀÐÕÈªÏÈÑÊÎÏ  ÀÍÒÎÍ²É
ÍÀÃÎÐÎÄÆÅÍÈÉÍÀÃÎÐÎÄÆÅÍÈÉÍÀÃÎÐÎÄÆÅÍÈÉÍÀÃÎÐÎÄÆÅÍÈÉÍÀÃÎÐÎÄÆÅÍÈÉ

ÎÐÄÅÍÎÌ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈÎÐÄÅÍÎÌ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈÎÐÄÅÍÎÌ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈÎÐÄÅÍÎÌ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈÎÐÄÅÍÎÌ  ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ
“ÇÀ ÇÀÑËÓÃÈ” ²²²-ãî ÑÒÓÏÅÍß“ÇÀ ÇÀÑËÓÃÈ” ²²²-ãî ÑÒÓÏÅÍß“ÇÀ ÇÀÑËÓÃÈ” ²²²-ãî ÑÒÓÏÅÍß“ÇÀ ÇÀÑËÓÃÈ” ²²²-ãî ÑÒÓÏÅÍß“ÇÀ ÇÀÑËÓÃÈ” ²²²-ãî ÑÒÓÏÅÍß

Â Óêðà¿íñüêîìó ²íñòèòóò³
Àìåðèêè ìèíóëîãî ì³ñÿöÿ Ì³í³ñòð
Çàêîðäîííèõ ñïðàâ Óêðà¿íè Àð-
ñåí³é ßöåíþê âðó÷èâ íàãîðîäè
Óêðà¿íè ïðåäñòàâíèêàì óêðà¿íñü-
êî¿ ä³ÿñïîðè, çà âèñîêèé âíåñîê
ó çáåðåæåííÿ òà ðîçâèòîê óêðà¿í-
ñüêî¿ êóëüòóðíî¿ ñïàäùèíè. Ñåðåä
íàãîðîäæåíèõ - ªïèñêîï ÓÊÖåð-
êâè Âëàäèêà Âàñèëü Ëîñòåí òà
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâî-
ñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ, Âëàäèêà
Àíòîí³é.

Îðäåí “Çà çàñëóãè” âåäå
ñâ³é ïî÷àòîê â³ä Ïî÷åñíî¿ â³äçíàêè
Ïðåçèäåíòà Óêðà¿íè-ïåðøî¿ íàãî-
ðîäè íåçàëåæíî¿ Óêðà¿íè, âñòàíî-
âëåíî¿ 18 ñåðïíÿ 1992 ðîêó. 22 âå-
ðåñíÿ 1996 ðîêó ¿¿ òðàíñôîðìî-
âàíî â îðäåí “Çà çàñëóãè” òðüîõ
ñòóïåí³â, à îñ³á, íàãîðîäæåíèõ
Ïî÷åñíîþ â³äçíàêîþ Ïðåçèäåíòà
Óêðà¿íè, ïðèð³âíÿíî äî êàâàëåð³â
îðäåíà “Çà çàñëóãè” ²²²-ãî ñòóïåíÿ.

Ç³ðêà îðäåíà ó ôîðì³
âîñüìèêóòíî¿ ç³ðêè ç ðîçá³æíèìè
ïðîìåíÿìè âèãîòîâëÿºòüñÿ ç ïîçîëî÷åíîãî ñð³áëà. Ó
öåíòð³ ç³ðêè êðóãëèé ìåäàëüéîí, íà ñèíüîìó
åìàëüîâàíîìó òë³ ÿêîãî âì³ùåíî çîáðàæåííÿ òðèçóáà,
à ïî êîëó, íà ìàëèíîâîìó åìàëüîâàíîìó òë³ - íàïèñè
“Çà çàñëóãè” ³ “Óêðà¿íà”.

ARCHBISHOP  ANTONYARCHBISHOP  ANTONYARCHBISHOP  ANTONYARCHBISHOP  ANTONYARCHBISHOP  ANTONY
RECIPIENT OF THERECIPIENT OF THERECIPIENT OF THERECIPIENT OF THERECIPIENT OF THE

UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’SUKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’SUKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’SUKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’SUKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT’S
AWARD  “FOR MERITS” IIIAWARD  “FOR MERITS” IIIAWARD  “FOR MERITS” IIIAWARD  “FOR MERITS” IIIAWARD  “FOR MERITS” III

In Ocotober of 2007, a cere-
mony took place in the Ukrainian
Institute of America in New York, in
which Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Arseniy Yatsenyuk honored
the leaders of Ukrainian Diaspora
“for their contribution of preserving
and advancing Ukrainian cultural
heritage” by presenting them with
the “Merit Award III-rd grade”.
Among the recipients were Bishop
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church His
Grace Vasyl Losten and Archbishop
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in the USA His Eminence Antony.

The Award “FOR MERITS”
goes back to August 18,1992, when
it became the first award given by
the President of an independent
Ukraine. On September 22 1996 this
award was transformed into the
“Merit Award III grade”.

The medal itself is in the
form of an eight- pronged star with
rays emanating from its center. It is
made of gold plated sterling silver.

In the center of the star there is a round, blue enamel
covered medallion, with a trident (the official emblem
of Ukraine) in the center. It is surrounded by a crimson
enameled border, with the words “FOR MERITS” and
“UKRAINE” depicted thereon.

SCOBA and SCOOCH Hierarchs Celebrate
Seventh Annual Prayer Service
New York, NY - On Tuesday, November 13, the
combined Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA)
and of the Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox
Churches (SCOOCH) celebrated the 7th Annual Prayer
Service for the United Nations. His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios of America, the Chairman of SCOBA
welcomed the assembled hierarchs, clergy, ambassa-
dors and dignitaries of the UN Diplomatic Corps and laity
to the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral, the traditional
site where the service is hosted by an Eastern Orthodox
Church.

This year, His Eminence Archbishop Nicolae of the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas
presided at the Vespers Service, assisted by clergy,
monastics, and chanters of the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

Ambassadors from many Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox countries were in attendance; including
Armenia, Albania, Greece and Ukraine.

Following Vespers, led by the hierarchs and the
diplomatic corps, over 200 of the clergy and faithful
attended a gala reception in the Cathedral Parish Hall.
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Öüîãîð³÷íà ì³ñ³éíà ïîäîðîæ ó÷í³â ñåðåäíüî¿
øêîëè (High School) â³äáóëàñÿ 5 äî 12 ñåðïíÿ ³ ìàëà
ëèøå äâîõ ó÷àñíèöü: Êåò³ Áóõàðåâó-äîðàäíèêà ³ Êð³ñòó
Óëáðaéõò (ìåíå) - ó÷àñíèöþ.

Ìîÿ ïîäîðîæ ïî÷àëàñÿ ëåòîì ç Ï³òòñáóð´ó,
ÏÀ. äî Íþàðêó,Í.Äæ. Ìè ç Êåò³ íàéíÿòèì àâòîì
çóïèíèëèñÿ ïåðø çà âñå â êðàìíèö³ “Stop and Shop”,
äå ìè õîò³ëè çàêóïèòè ñîá³ ïðîäóêòè íà ö³ëèé òèæäåíü.
Àëå öå ïîêàçàëîñÿ íå òàêèì ëåãêèì çàâäàííÿì, òàê
ÿê íàø ñìàê íå çàâæäè ñõîäèâñÿ. Àëå, âðåøò³ ìè
ä³éøëè äî çãîäè.

Äî Ñåì³íàð³¿ Ñâ. Ñîô³¿ ìè äîáðàëèñÿ á³ëÿ 9
ãîä.âå÷îðà. ³ ðîçòàøóâàâøèñü ó ê³ìíàò³, âèð³øèëè
îãëÿíóòè íåäàâíî â³äðåìîíòîâàíèé ñåì³íàð³éíèé
áóäèíîê. Áóëî òðîõè ñòðàøíî, áî âñ³ äâåð³ áóëè
â³ä÷èíåí³, à ÷åðâîí³ åëåêòðè÷í³ çíàêè “Exit” êèäàëè
íà ñò³íè ÷óäåðíàöüêå ñâ³òëî. Ïåðø çà âñå ìè îãëÿíóëè
â³äíîâëåíó êàïëèöþ, ³ çíàéøëè, ùî âîíà ïðåêðàñíà.
Òîä³ îãëÿíóëè êóõíþ ³ âåëè÷åçíó ¿äàëüíþ, âåëèê³ â³êíà
ÿêî¿ äàâàëè ìîæëèâ³ñòü ëþáóâàòèñü äîâê³ëëÿì. Ñò³íè
ê³ìíàòè ïîì³æ ¿äàëüíåþ ³ â³òàëüíåþ ïîêðèò³ ÷óäîâèì
ð³çüáëåíèì äåðåâîì. Â³òàëüíÿ ïðîñòîðà ³ óòóëüíà.
Ê³ìíàòè íà äðóãîìó ïîâåðñ³ âñ³ ìàþòü ïðåãàðíèé
âèãëÿä íà ìàºòîê. Ìåí³ íàéá³ëüøå ñïîäîáàëàñü
ê³ìíàòà, ç ÿêî¿, ïîíàä âåðøêè äåðåâ, âèäíî êóïîëè
öåðêâè-ïàì’ÿòíèêà Ñâ.Àíäð³ÿ. Âñ³ ê³ìíàòè áóëè
÷èñòåíüê³ ³ ãîòîâ³ ïðèéìàòè ñåì³íàðèñò³â. Íà òðåòüîìó
ïîâåðñ³ - äåê³ëüêà æèòëîâèõ ê³ìíàò, êóïàëüíà ê³ìíàòà
òà ëàçíè÷êè.
    Íàñòóïíîãî ðàíêó ìè ðîçïî÷àëè ðîáîòó – ôà-
ðáóâàííÿ ïîðó÷÷ÿ
íà âåðàíä³ ñåì³íà-
ð³¿. Ïîïðàöþâàâøè
äåê³ëüêà ãîäèí, ìè
ïåðåðâàëè ðîáîòó,
ùîá âçÿòè ó÷àñòü ó
â³äãîðíåíí³ çåìë³
ï³ä ²ñòîðèêî-îñâ³ò-
í³é êîìïëåêñ - íî-
âèé ìóçåé. ß áóëà
ïðåäñòàâíèêîì â³ä
Ìîëîäøîãî â³ää³ëó
ÓÏË³´è ³ ìåí³ çàëè-
øèëàñü íà ïàì’ÿòêó
ëîïàòà, ÿêîþ ³ ÿ â³-
äãîðíóëà êëàïòèê
çåìë³. Ïðîìîâëÿâ
Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé
Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòî-
í³é òà ïðåäñòàâ-
íèêè ð³çíèõ îð´àí³-

ÌIÑIÉÍÀÌIÑIÉÍÀÌIÑIÉÍÀÌIÑIÉÍÀÌIÑIÉÍÀ     ÏÎÄÎÐÎÆÏÎÄÎÐÎÆÏÎÄÎÐÎÆÏÎÄÎÐÎÆÏÎÄÎÐÎÆ     Ó×ÍIÂÓ×ÍIÂÓ×ÍIÂÓ×ÍIÂÓ×ÍIÂ     ÑÅÐÅÄÍIÕÑÅÐÅÄÍIÕÑÅÐÅÄÍIÕÑÅÐÅÄÍIÕÑÅÐÅÄÍIÕ     ØÊIËØÊIËØÊIËØÊIËØÊIË
ËIÒÎ 2007 ð.Á.ËIÒÎ 2007 ð.Á.ËIÒÎ 2007 ð.Á.ËIÒÎ 2007 ð.Á.ËIÒÎ 2007 ð.Á.

Êð³ñòa Óëáðaéõò

çàö³é. Îï³ñëÿ, â Äîì³ êóëüòóðè â³äáóâñÿ ïîëóäåíîê. ß
ìàëà íàãîäó ãîâîðèòè ç ÷ëåíîì áóä³âåëüíîãî êîì³òåòó
Îëåíîþ ¥ð³íë³ô ÿêà ðîçïîâ³ëà ìåí³ ïðî ìàéáóòí³é
ìóçåé. Öå áóäå ùîñü âåëè÷àâîãî, â³äì³ííîãî â³ä âñÿêèõ
³íøèõ ìóçå¿â, ïðî ÿê³ ÿ êîëè ÷óëà. Öå – íàøà
ñïàäùèíà, íàøà Öåðêâà, íàøà ³ñòîð³ÿ ³ ò.ä. Íå ìîæíà
ñóäèòè ëèøå ïî íàçâ³. Òðåáà çíàòè, ùî çà ò³ºþ íàçâîþ
êðèºòüñÿ. ß áóäó ìîëèòèñü, ùîá ìè âñ³ ðàçîì çìîãëè
ç³áðàòè äîñèòü ãðîøåé, ùîá ñïëàòèòè êîøòè áóäîâè ³
÷èìñêîðøå â³äêðèòè ìóçåé äëÿ çàãàëó, à íå
ïåðåðèâàòè áóä³âëþ ÷åðåç áðàê ôîíä³â.

Ï³ñëÿ ïîëóäåíêó ìè âåðíóëèñü äî ñåì³íàð³¿
ê³í÷àòè ôàðáóâàòè ïîðó÷÷ÿ.

Ó â³âòîðîê äî íàñ ïðèºäíàëàñü Àíàñòàñ³ÿ
Çàâ³ðþõà, ÿêà ìèíóëîãî ðîêó ¿çäèëà ç íàøîþ ì³ñ³éíîþ
´ðóïîþ äî Ñàí Ôðàíö³ñêî, à ï³çí³øå ïðèáóëà âñÿ
ðîäèíà Ìàðòèí³â (Êàð³ññà Ìàðò³í º äèðåêòîðîì òàáîðó
“Êîíôåðåíö³ÿ ï³äë³òê³â”) ³ âñ³ ÷ëåíè ¿¿ ðîäèíè òàêîæ
íàì ïîìàãàëè. Âñ³ î÷³êóâàëè, ùî ìè ëèøå ïîôàðáóºìî
ïîðó÷÷ÿ, àëå ìè, ïîáà÷èâøè ùî êàì’ÿíå ïàò³î çàðîñëå
áóð’ÿíîì, âçÿëèñÿ ùå é éîãî ïî÷èñòèòè.

Â ñåðåäó ìè ç Êåò³ ïî¿õàëè äî Íþàðêó äå ìàëè
äîïîìàãàòè â Ðÿòóâàëüí³é ì³ñ³¿ “Goodwill”, ÿêà äàº
ïðèòóëîê á³äíèì ³ çíåäîëåíèì.

¯õíº ãàñëî:
Äëÿ ðîçóìó ³ ò³ëà -¿æà, îäÿã, ïðèñòàíîâèùå,

âèøê³ë ³ íàâ÷àííÿ.
Äëÿ äóø³ ³ äóõà: æèòòºì³íÿþ÷å ïîñëàííÿ ïðî

ëþáîâ Áîæó ÷åðåç ²ñóñà Õðèñòà.

ß òðîõè õâèëþâàëàñü, íå çíàþ÷è ÷îãî ÷åêàòè.
Àëå âñ³ áóëè òàê³ ïðèâ³òí³ ³ ÿ ïîáà÷èëà ùî äàðåìíî
õâèëþâàëàñü. Íàì äàëè äîïîìàãàòè ç ïîëóäåíêîì, à
î 2-³é ãîäèí³ ïîïîëóäí³ ìè âæå ðóøèëè íàçàä, ùîá
íå ïîïàñòè ó âåëèêèé ðóõ. Íà äðóãèé äåíü, ó ÷åòâåð,
ìè çíîâ ïîìàãàëè â ì³ñ³¿ ç³ ñí³äàíêîì ³ ïîëóäåíêîì, à
ïîò³ì áóëè ïðèñóòí³ìè íà ñõîäèíàõ, íà ÿêèõ êîæíèé

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî16 Ðiê LVIII  ×èñ. I, ñ³÷åíü, 2008



îïîâ³äàâ ñâîþ ³ñòîð³þ, ÿêå ¿õíº æèòòÿ áóëî ïåðåä òèì,
ÿê ìèë³ñòþ Áîæîþ âîíè ïîïàëè ñþäè. Îäíà ³ç öèõ
³ñòîð³é ìåí³ îñîáëèâî çàïàì’ÿòàëàñü: îïîâ³äà÷ âèðîñòàâ
ó øòàò³ Êåíòàê³, â ðîäèí³, äå âñ³ ïèëè àëêîãîëü ³
âæèâàëè “äðà´è”.Êîëè éîìó áóëî 18 ðîê³â, â³í âò³ê äî
Êàë³ôîðí³¿, àëå ³ òàì ïîïàâ ó ïîãàíå òîâàðèñòâî. Â³í
ìàâ äîìîâëåííÿ íà ³íòåðâ’þ â Íþàðêó, ùîá ïîñòóïèòè
òóò íà ðîáîòó. ¯õàâ àâòîáóñîì, ÿêèé ñï³çíèâñÿ ³ â³í
âæå òîãî äíÿ íå ïîïàâ íà ³íòåðâ’þ. Òðåáà áóëî äåñü
çàíî÷óâàòè, ³ éîãî ñêåðóâàëè äî ö³º¿ ðÿòóâàëüíî¿ ì³ñ³¿.
Âðàíö³ â³í äóìàâ â³äõîäèòè, àëå çàëèøèâñÿ ùå íà
ñï³ëüíó ìîëèòâó. Ïîáà÷èâøè êíèæå÷êó, äå áóëà
îïèñàíà ïðîãðàìà ì³ñ³¿ ³ ÿê âîíà äîïîìàãàº ëþäÿì
ñòàòè íà íîãè ³ ïîçáóòèñÿ ¿õí³õ çëèõ çâè÷îê â³í
çàäóìàâñÿ. ßêèéñü âíóòð³øí³é ãîëîñ ï³äñêàçàâ éîìó
çàëèøèòèñü ³ äîïîìàãàòè â öüîìó ñëóæ³íí³. ² òàê, â³í
òàì ïî ñüîãîäí³øí³é äåíü.

Äëÿ ìåíå öÿ ³ñ³òîð³ÿ ö³êàâà òèì, ùî âîíà âêàçóº
íà òå, ùî ÿêèì áè òè íå áóâ çàãóáëåíèì, Áîã çíàéäå
ñïîñ³á ïðèâåñòè òåáå òóäè, äå Â³í õî÷å, ùîá òè áóâ.

²íø³ æèòòºâ³ ³ñòðî³¿ òåæ âêàçóþòü íà òàºìí³
øëÿõè Ãîñïîäí³. Ëþäè, ùî ïðî ñåáå îïîâ³äàëè º
æèâèìè ñâ³äêàìè òîãî, ÿêîþ òåìíîþ òâîÿ äóøà íå
áóëà á, ÿê äîâãî â òîá³ º õî÷ ³ñêîðêà ñâ³òëà, Áîã òîá³
äîïîìîæå îáìèòè ç ñåáå áðóä.

Â³äâ³äèíè ì³ñ³¿ áóëè äëÿ íàñ äóæå çâîðóøóþ÷³
³ ìè çàëèøèëèñü çàõîïëåí³ ïðîãðàìîþ ì³ñ³¿.

Óâå÷îð³ òîãî æ äíÿ, ìè ãîñòèëè Àðõèºïèñêîïà
Àíòîí³ÿ âå÷åðåþ, ÿêà, çà éîãî ñëîâàìè, áóëà ñìà÷íà.
Ìè òðîõè ïîáîþâàëèñü, ùî áóäå íàïðóæåíà
àòìîñôåðà, àëå äàðåìíî. Ðîçìîâè éøëè â³ëüíî ³
òîðêàëèñü ñåì³íàðèñò³â òà é ³íøèõ ñïðàâ. ß áàãàòî
÷îãî äîâ³äàëàñü, à êð³ì òîãî, áóëî âåñåëî.

Â ï’ÿòíèöþ âðàíö³ ëèâ äîù, àëå öå íå
ïåðåøêîäèëî íàì ï³òè â Êîíñèñòîð³þ íà ðàí³øíþ
ìîëèòâó. Ïîò³ì äîù íà ÿêèéñü ÷àñ ïåðåñòàâ, ³ ìè
ê³í÷èëè ÷èñòèòè ïëîùàäêó. Ï³çí³øå ìè ïî¿õàëè ïîòÿãîì
äî Íþ Éîðêó, äå çóñòð³ëè ðîäèíó Ìàðòèí³â ³ ðàçîì
â³äâ³äàëè Ìóçåé ìîäåðíîãî ìèñòåöòâà. ß âïåðøå
ïîáà÷èëà îðè´³íàë ñâîº¿ óëþáëåíî¿ êàðòèíè Â³íöåíò
âàí ¥îã “Çîðÿíà í³÷”³ áóëà çà÷àðîâàíà. Îï³ñëÿ ìè
çàéøëè ó âå´åòàð³ÿíñüêèé ðåñòîðàí, äå ÿ ç’¿ëà
“âå´åòàð’ÿíñüêó” êîâáàñêó. ²íàêøà, àëå íå ïîãàíà.

Â ñóáîòó ìè äîâøå ïîñïàëè, à ïîò³ì çíîâó
ïî¿õàëè â Ìåíãåòàí äå, ðàçîì ç ðîäèíîþ Ìàðòèí
ï³øëè íà êîíöåðò. Ïîò³ì, ðàçîì ç Ìàðòèíàìè áóëè
íà Âåëèê³é âå÷³ðí³ ó öåðêâ³, êóäè âîíè íàëåæàòü,
êàòåäð³ Ñâÿòîãî Ïîêðîâà Áîãîðîäèö³. Ï³ñëÿ öüîãî
ðîäèíà Ìàðòèí íàñ çàïðîñèëà îãëÿíóòè ñòóä³þ, äå
ïèøóòü ³êîíè- öå áóëî íàäçâè÷àéíî ö³êàâî. Êîëè ìè
ïîâåðíóëèñü äî Áàâíä Áðóêó, Åì³ëü ³ Ø³ðë³ Ñêî÷èïö³
ïîêàçàëè íàì Ìàâçîëåé Ñâ.Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ, ùî ï³ä
öåðêâîþ Ñâ.Àíäð³ÿ. Â³í òàêèé ðîçê³øíèé, ùî ìåí³
ïðîñòî ìîâó â³ä³áðàëî! Âñþäè ìàðìóð, íå ìîæíà
îïèñàòè ÿê ãàðíî âñå âèãëÿäàº. Ïîñåðåäèí³, ó
â³äãîðîäæåíîìó ì³ñö³ ñòî¿òü ìàðìóðîâèé ãðîá³âåöü ç
òë³ííèìè îñòàíêàìè Ñâÿò³øîãî Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ìñòèñëàâà.

Â íåä³ëþ ìè ï³øëè äî öåðêâè-ïàì’ÿòíèêà
Ñâ.Àíäð³ÿ. ß íå çíàëà, ùî âñÿ ñëóæáà áóäå óêðà¿íñüêîþ
ìîâîþ, ³ öå ìåíå äóæå çàñêî÷èëî. Àëå ÿ çíàþ â³äïîâ³ä³
íà âèãîëîñè íà åêòåí³ÿõ ³ äåÿê³ ñï³âè, òîæ âñå áóëî
ãàðàçä.

Íåçàäîâãî ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ Ñëóæáè Áîæî¿,
ìåí³ âæå ïîðà áóëî ¿õàòè íà ëåòîâèùå, à òîä³ ëåò³òè
äîäîìó. ß ëèøå ñïîä³âàþñü, ùî íàñòóïíîãî ðîêó íà
ì³ñ³éíó ïîäîðîæ çãîëîñèòüñÿ á³ëüüøå ó÷àñíèê³â.

Öÿ ïîäîðîæ â³ä³ãðàëà âåëèêó ðîëü íå ëèøå â
ìîºìó æèòò³, àëå ³ â æèòò³ âñ³õ, êîãî ìè ï³ä ÷àñ íå¿
çóñòð³÷àëè. Ùîá çì³íèòè â ñâ³ò³ ùîñü íà êðàùå, íå
êîí÷å äàëåêî ¿õàòè. Òðåáà ëèøå ï³òè êîìóñü íàçóñòð³÷,
íàâ³òü ÿêùî öå áóäå ëèøå îäíà îñîáà, àëå é òî ðîáèòü
ñâîº.

Õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè Éîãî Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåíñòâó
Âëàäèö³ Àíòîí³ºâ³ ùî óìîæëèèâèâ íàì –”ãàéñêóëÿòàì”
öüîãîð³÷íó ïîäîðîæ. Òàêîæ äÿêóþ Êåò³ Áóõàðåâ³é, ùî
áóëà “ìî¿ì” äîðàäíèêîì. Íàì áóëî ðàçîì âåñåëî.
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ZOE is a nonprofit Christ-
centered support organization,
endorsed by the Standing
Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops, with three
major goals:

- to help women in crisis
pregnancy,
- to assist Orthodox Christian
couples seeking to adopt,
- and to create an Orthodox
Christian abstinence program
to educate young people.

Many Orthodox Christian
women are fortunate to have
the love and support structure
to lead them to marriage,
children, and a meaningful life.
Others, however, are not as
fortunate. They find them-
selves in a crisis pregnancy.
They have made the wrong
choices and are in turmoil.
They’re not thinking, they’re
panicking.

So few women are well versed
on the various services and
support groups available to
them. The overwhelming
concern is “What am I going to
do now?” Many wrestle with
abortion, some with adoption,
some with suicide. It is disturb-
ing that most of the Orthodox
Christian women who are in
trouble do not turn to their
church for guidance; perhaps
because there are so very few
places to turn to within the
Orthodox community. These
women need emotional
support, confidential access to
professional agencies, and
access to potential adoptive
Orthodox families to encour-
age them to carry their infants
to term.

ZOE maximizes a birthmother’s
options by providing :
- Emotional support
- Referrals for professional
   counseling
- Orthodox adoption options
- Housing and clothing
- Medical Assistance
- Prenatal care
- Spiritual support

Hotline: 877-436-LIFE (5433)           Website: w

ZOE House:
5935 State Road
(next door to St. Vladimir’s Cathedral)
Parma, OH 44134
Phone: 440.888.9990

What
is

Zoe for Life?

If you know someone who would bene
“ear,” please pass this along and enco

Zoe for Life! offers FREE and confidential services which include information about alterna
nancy testing, referrals to medical and legal services, as well as host homes, if needed. Cl
equipment, furniture and supplies.
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Again we pray that You will grant to
the people of this nation the will to do
good, to flee from evil, and to practice all
righteousness, making us respectful of life
and sharers of Your blessings, caring for
one another in mercy and truth.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray that You will banish all
evil from our hearts and wickedness from
our laws, enabling us to be servants of
Your holy will and instruments of Your
love.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray that You will kindle in
our hearts the will to care for the needy, to
show kindness to the poor, to aid the
homeless and help the helpless.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

The following prayer is to be read after the singing of
“Blessed be the Name…” (3x):

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten
Son, You are in the bosom of the Father,
True God, Source of Life and Immortality,
Light of Light, Who came into the world to
enlighten it: You were pleased to be
conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary
for the salvation of our souls by the power
of Your All-Holy Spirit. Master, You came
that we might have life more abundantly.
We ask that You enlighten the minds and
hearts of those blinded to the truth that life
begins at conception and that the unborn
in the womb are already adorned with
Your image and likeness. Enable us to
guard, cherish and protect the lives of all
those who are unable to care for
themselves. For You are the Giver of Life,
bringing each person from nonexistence

Sanctify of Life Petitions and Prayers
These petitions are to be inserted into the Litany of
Fervent Supplication (after the Gospel) as part of the
annual January commemoration of “Sanctity of Life
Sunday”:

into being, sealing each person with Your
divine and infinite love. Lord, be merciful to
those who through ignorance or willfulness
affront Your divine goodness and provi-
dence through the evil act of abortion. May
they, and all of us, come to the life of Your
Truth and glorify You, the Giver of Life,
together with Your Father, and Your All-
Holy and Life-Giving Spirit, now and ever,
and to the ages of ages. Amen.

These petitions may be inserted into the Litany of Fer-
vent Supplication (after the Gospel) during any liturgical
celebration:

O God, Our Heavenly Father, Creator
of All Human Life: We adore and worship
You. You create all people in Your image
and likeness. May we, Your people,
dedicate ourselves to defending the pre-
born, the terminally ill, the disabled and all
those threatened by the culture of death
from all visible and invisible evil, we pray
you hear us and have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

O God, Our Heavenly Father, Author
of All Life: Help us to always respect all
human life, from conception to natural
death. Let your Most Holy Spirit enlighten
the minds and open the hearts of those who
do not fully respect all human life according
to Your will. Reveal Your loving presence
to expectant mothers who experience fear,
doubt, isolation and confusion. Lighten
their burdens. Grant them guidance,
reassurance and peace by Your grace, we
pray you hear us and have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray for those who are
despondent because of age or illness,
especially for those tempted to end their
lives; for all who are alone and afraid; for
those who sit on death row; for single
mothers feeling abandoned by all: That our
Heavenly Father would grant them the
patient endurance to do His will, we pray
You, hear us and graciously have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)

ZOE for Life! National Office:
3352 Mayfield Road
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118
Phone: 440.893.9990

www.zoeforlifeonline.org

efit by an understanding
ourage them to call:

atives to abortion, counseling, preg-
lients may also obtain baby clothes,
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Let meLet meLet meLet meLet me
Introduce...Introduce...Introduce...Introduce...Introduce...

Namely on one of such blessing that the Church
received last year, I would like to spend a few minutes
and introduce to the readers of the UOW the five young
men - seminarians of our Church that came from Ukraine
and study in our Seminary along with 7 other part-time
students. Some of you might have already met these
students during their visits to your parish communities
while accompanying His Eminence Archbishop Antony
on his pastoral visits. So, let me introduce you to:

ßê ìè âæå ïîâ³äîìëÿëè íà ñòîð³íêàõ æóðíóëó, â
âåðåñí³ öüîãî ðîêó ðîçïî÷àâñÿ íîâèé íàâ÷àëüíèé ð³ê â
Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüê³é Óêðà¿íñüê³é Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Áîãîñëîâñüê³é
Ñåì³íàð³¿. Íà äàíèé ÷àñ íà îáèäâîõ ôàêóëüòåòàõ çàêëàäó
íàâ÷àºòüñÿ 12 ñåì³íàðèñò³â, îêð³ì ÷èñëåííèõ ìèðÿí Öåðêâè
êîòð³ íàâ÷àþòüñÿ íà áîãîñëîâñüêèõ êóðñàõ ñâ. Ñòåïàíà, ñïîí-
ñîðîâàíèõ Àíò³îõ³éñüêîþ Ïðàâîñëàâíîþ Öåðêâîþ Àìåðèêè.
Ó öüîìó âèïèñêó ÓÏÑëîâà ìè á õîò³ëè ïîçíàéîìèòè ÷èòà÷³â
³ç ï’ÿòüìà ñåì³íàðèñòàìè Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿, êîòð³
ï³ñëÿ àêàäåì³÷íîãî â³äáîðó áóëè çàïðîøåí³ íà íàâ÷àííÿ
äî íàøî¿ ñåì³íàð³¿ ç Óêðà¿íè. Äåÿê³ ç íàøèõ ÷èòà÷³â âæå
ìàëè íàãîäó ïîçíàéîìèòèñü ³ç íèìè îñîáèñòî, ï³ä ÷àñ ¿õí³õ
â³äâ³äèí ÷èñëåííèõ ïàðàô³é íàøî¿ Öåðêâè, ñóïðîâîäæóþ÷è
Âëàäèêó Àðõèºïèñêîïà Àíòîí³ÿ. Îòîæ, çíàéîìòåñü:

Seminarians with
His Eminence
Archbishop

Antony

Ñåì³íàðèñòè ³ç
Àðõèºïèñêîïîì

Àíòîí³ºì

Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...

My name is Andriy Matlak. I was born on
July 15th in Ukraine, in a small village Zaryvynczi,
region of Buchach, district of Ternopil, into a family
of educated people. From early childhood on I
would accompany my mother on her visits to
church. During one of such services a young boy
of my own age came up to me and said that the
priest wished to see me. When I approached him,
he offered me to become an altar server and
assist him during the Liturgies. A agreed without
hesitation, being very proud that I could help the
priest in any way during the service. And I tried
to do this with responsibility.

While still in grade school I heard that
somewhere in our district there was a school for

(church) cantors where they teach very well. Having thought
the matter over, I enrolled in this learning facility. I loved how
the priest served different rites, but when I entered a church
while a good cantor was singing church chants, it took my
breath away.  During the time I studied there I had an
opportunity to visit many different parishes and to talk to
different priests. I began to understand of what great service
the priest is to his flock, but I also realized that this way of
serving was not easy. And so, after the cantors school, I
enrolled in Higher Theological Academy of Ivano-Frankivsk,
where I studied for three years. Then I was selected to go to
the United States of America and study at St. Sophia Ukrainian
Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Bound Brook, NJ.

Ìåíå çâàòè Ìàòëàê Àíäð³é. ß
íàðîäèâñÿ 15 ëèïíÿ, íà Óêðà¿í³, â
ìàëåíüêîìó ñåë³ Çàðèâèíö³, Áó÷àöüêîãî
ðàéîíó, Òåðíîï³ëüñüêî¿ îáëàñò³, â ñ³ì’¿
³íòåë³ãåíò³â. Ùå ç ñàìîãî äèòèíñòâà õîäèâ
ç ìàìîþ äî öåðêâè. Íà îäí³é ³ç Ë³òóðã³é
äî ìåíå ï³ä³éøîâ õëîïåöü ìîãî â³êó ³
ñêàçàâ, ùî ìåíå êëè÷å ñâÿùåíèê. Êîëè ÿ
ï³ä³éøîâ, â³í ìåí³ çàïðîïîíóâàâ
ïðèñëóãîâóâàòè á³ëÿ ïðåñòîëó íà Ñâÿò³é
Ë³òóðã³¿. ß áåç âàãàíü ïîãîäèâñÿ ³ äóæå
ãîðäèâñÿ òèì, ùî ÿ ìîæó ÷èìîñü
äîïîìîãòè ñâÿùåíèêó ï³ä ÷àñ Ñëóæáè. ²
ÿ ñòàðàâñÿ öå ðîáèòè ç â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòþ.

Ùå êîëè ÿ â÷èâñÿ â øêîë³ òî ÷óâ, ùî äåñü ó
íàø³é îáëàñò³ º äÿê³âñüêå ó÷èëèùå, äå äîñèòü ãàðíî â÷àòü.
Äîáðå çâàæèâøè, ÿ ïîñòóïèâ ó öåé íàâ÷àëüíèé çàêëàä
òîìó, ùî ìåí³ äóæå ïîäîáàëîñü ÿê ñâÿùåíèê ñëóæèòü
ð³çí³ Áîãîñëóæåííÿ, ³ àæ çàõîïëþâàëî äóõ, êîëè ÿ
çàõîäèâ äî öåðêâè, à ãðàìîòíèé äÿê â³äñï³âóâàâ öåðêîâí³
íàï³âè. Ï³ä ÷àñ íàâ÷àííÿ ÿ áóâàâ íà ð³çíèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ,
ñï³ëêóâàâñÿ ç áàãàòüìà ñâÿùåíèêàìè, ³ ÿ çðîçóì³â, ÿê
äîïîìàãàº ëþäÿì ñâÿùåíèê àëå çíàâ, ùî íå ëåãêà
ñâÿùåíè÷à ñòåæèíà. Òà ï³ñëÿ íàâ÷àííÿ â äÿê³âñüêîìó
ó÷èëèù³ ÿ ïîñòóïèâ ó ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó Âèùó
Áîãîñëîâñüêó Àêàäåì³þ, äå ïðîâ÷èâñÿ òðè ðîêè ³ áóâ
âèáðàíèé íà íàâ÷àííÿ ó Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüê³é Ñåì³íàð³¿
ÓÏÖåðêâè â Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ Àìåðèêè.

Àíäð³é Ìàòëàê Andriy Matlak
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Äîðîã³ ÷èòà÷³, Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó!
Ó ö³é îïîâ³ä³ ÿ õî÷ó ÿêíàéêîðîòøå òà

äîñòóïí³øå ðîçïîâ³ñòè ïðî ñâîº ñåëî, â ÿêîìó
íàðîäèâñÿ, ìîº æèòòÿ òà ïîêëèêàííÿ.

Íåäàëåêî â³ä Ãàëè÷à – êîëèøíüî¿
ñòîëèö³ Ãàëèöüêî-Âîëèíñüêîãî êíÿç³âñòâà, íà
â³äñòàí³ ïðèáëèçíî ï’ÿòè ìèëü, ï³ä ãîðîþ
“Êàñîâîþ” ðîçêèíóëîñÿ ÷óäîâå ñåëî –
Áîâø³â. ßêùî âèéòè íà ãîðó ùî ïîáëèçó ñåëà,
òî ìîæíà ïîáà÷èòè äîñèòü ãàðíó êàðòèíó:
Óñå ñåëî ïîòîïàº â çåëåí³, íåìàº òàêî¿ ãîñïîäè, äå á íå
ðîñëè âèñîê³ òà ñòðóíê³ ÿñåíè, ìîãóòí³ äóáè, ïèøí³
âèøíåâ³ é ³íø³ ñàäêè.

Ìàéæå íà êîæíîìó ïîäâ³ð’¿ ìîæíà ïîáà÷èòè àáî
á³ëÿ êðèíèö³ àáî á³ëÿ õàòè, êóù ÷åðâîíî¿ êàëèíè. ×åðåç
ñåëî ïðîò³êàþòü äâ³ íåâåëè÷ê³ ð³÷êè, íà áåðåãàõ ÿêèõ
ðîñòóòü ïëàêó÷³ âåðáè, ùî âìî÷èëè ñâîº â³òòÿ â âîäó ³
íåíà÷å äèâëÿòüñÿ íà ñâîº â³äîáðàæåííÿ íà òèõîìó ïëåñ³
ð³÷êè ³ ìèëóþòüñÿ ñâîºþ âðîäîþ. Òà ò³ëüêè íà âåñí³, â
ê³íö³ êâ³òíÿ, íà ïî÷àòêó òðàâíÿ, êîëè ïî÷èíàº ðîçïóñêàòèñÿ
ëèñòÿ ³ öâ³ñòè âñÿ ðîñëèíà, ìîæíà ïîáà÷èòè ñåëî ó âñ³é
éîãî êðàñ³. Òîä³ ïàõîù³ öâ³òó ÿáëóíü, âèøåíü òà áóçêó
òàê íàïîâíþþòü óñå íàâêîëî, ùî ÿê áè íå áóëà
çàêëîïîòàíà ÷è ñòóðáîâàíà ÷èìîñü ëþäèíà, âñå îäíî,
õî÷ íà õâèëüêó çóïèíèòüñÿ ³ çàìèëóºòüñÿ ïðåêðàñíèì
òâîð³ííÿì ðóê Áîæèõ – ïðèðîäîþ.

² íàä óñ³ºþ ö³ºþ êðàñîþ, ïîñåðåäèí³ ñåëà, íà
íåâåëè÷êîìó ïàãîðáêó âèñî÷èòü Õðàì Áîæèé, íàçâàíèé
íà ÷åñòü Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà. Ç óñ³õ ñòîð³í ñåëà âèäíî öåé íå
äóæå âåëèêèé, àëå ÷óäîâèé äåðåâ’ÿíèé Õðàì Áîæèé ç
ï’ÿòüìà êóïîëàìè: ÷îòèðìà ìàëèìè òà îäíèì âåëèêèì.
Íà âåëèêîìó êóïîë³ âèñî÷èòü ïîçîëî÷åíèé õðåñò, ÿêèé
â ïðîì³ííÿõ çàõîäÿ÷îãî ñîíöÿ âèáëèñêóº ùèðèì
çîëîòîì.

Ñàìå â öüîìó ñåë³, â õðèñòèÿíñüê³é ñ³ì’¿, 17 ñ³÷íÿ,
ïåðåä ñàìèìè Âîäîõðåùàìè, íàðîäèâñÿ ÿ. Áóäó÷è ùå
ìàëèì õëîï÷èíîþ, ÿ ç áàáóñåþ àáî ç áàòüêàìè êîæíî¿
íåä³ë³ òà íà ñâÿòà õîäèâ äî Õðàìó Áîæîãî. Êîæíîãî
ðàçó, êîëè ÿ ñòîÿâ ó õðàì³, ÿ çàõîïëþâàâñÿ òèì, ÿê
ñëóæèòü ñâÿùåíèê Áîãîâ³, ÿê â³í âäàëî ïðîïîâ³äóº ó ñâî¿õ
ïðîïîâ³äÿõ â÷åííÿ ²ñóñà Õðèñòà, íàâ÷àº ëþäåé, ÿê æèòè

DEAR READERS, GLORY TO JESUS
CHRIST!

In this essay I would like to tell you
briefly about the village where I was born and
about my life and my calling.

Not far from Halych, the one time
capital of the  Galicia-Volhynia duchy, about
five miles from the mountain “Kasova” there
stands a beautiful village named Bovshiv. From
the top of the nearby mountain one can
perceive a beautiful sight: The entire village is
bathed in greenery; there’s hardly a farm
without tall and slender ash trees, mighty oak
trees, cherry and other orchards…

Practically on every homestead,
either by the house or by the well, one will
find a bush of guelder-rose. Two small streams
flow through the village, on their banks grow
weeping willows, the long branches of which
reach down to the placid waters, as if admiring

their own reflections. But only in spring, end of April,
beginning of May when the leaves are beginning to open
and everything is in bloom can one perceive the village in all
its splendor. At that time the aroma of blooming apple and
cherry trees and lilacs fill all the surroundings, and a person,
no matter how busy or worried must, even for a moment,
stand still and admire God’s beautiful creation – the nature.

And all this beauty is crowned by the Temple of
God, named in honor of the Holy Ghost, standing on a hill
in the center of the village. The church which is small, but
beautifully made out of wood, has five domes: four smaller
ones, and the fifth a large one, with a gilded cross upon it,
which when reflecting the rays of setting sun, shines as
true gold.

It was in this village that I was born into a Christian
family on January 17th, on the Eve of the feast of Epiphany.
Even as a small boy I would go to church with my
grandmother or my parents. Standing in church I would
watch with awe the priest, as he served God, how aptly he
preached the Word of Christ and taught the people how to
live in today’s world. In good time I came to understand
that there is nothing better than to serve God and His people.
And the Almighty has heard my thoughts. Through God’s
Providence I enlisted in the Higher Theological Academy of
Ivano Frankivsk, where I studied for three years. Studies
came to me easily since I do have certain gifts for
humanitarian subjects. But the situation was much worse
as far as material (financial) things were concerned. To my
great sorrow my parents had split up and at ten years of
age I was left fatherless, only with my mother who at that

Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...
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Ivan
Kostyshyn

²âàí
Êîñòèøèí

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 22) (Conclusion on p. 34)
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ó ñüîãîäåíí³. ×åðåç äåÿêèé ÷àñ ÿ çðîçóì³â, ùî íåìàº
êðàùîãî, ÿê ñëóæ³ííÿ Áîãîâ³ òà ëþäÿì. ² âñåçíàþ÷èé
Ãîñïîäü ïî÷óâ ìî¿ äóìêè. Çà Áîæèì Ïðîìèñëîì ÿ
ïîñòóïèâ íà íàâ÷àííÿ â ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó Âèùó
Áîãîñëîâñüêó Àêàäåì³þ, äå íàâ÷àâñÿ òðè ðîêè.
Íàâ÷àííÿ ìåí³ äàâàëîñü ëåãêî òîìó, ùî ó ìåíå º ïåâíà
ñõèëüí³ñòü äî ãóìàí³òàðíèõ íàóê, à îò, ³ç ìàòåð³ÿëüíèì
ñòàíîâèùåì áóëî òðîõè âàæ÷å. Íà ïðåâåëèêèé æàëü,
ìî¿ áàòüêè ðîçëó÷èëèñÿ ³ ÿ â 10-ð³÷íîìó â³ö³ çàëèøèâñÿ
áåç áàòüêà, ç ìàò³ð’þ, ÿêà í³äå íå ïðàöþâàëà íà òîé
÷àñ, òà ñòàðåíüêîþ áàáóñåþ. Áóëî âàæêî. Àëå
âñåìèëîñòèâèé Ãîñïîäü áà÷èòü òðóäíîù³ êîæíî¿
ëþäèíè ³ íå äàº ¿é âïàñòè ï³ä òÿãàðåì õðåñòà. Ñàìå ç

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
My name is Mykhaylo Havretskyi. I come

from Western Ukraine, from the district of
Ivano-Frankivsk, not from the city itself but
from a small village called Khotymyr, which
lies in the region of Tlumach. That is where I
was born on April 28th, and where I grew up.
When I was six years old, I entered the grade
school, where I spent the next nine years.
When thinking about my future, who I
wanted to become, my first choice was
football (soccer). I firmly bent my steps in
this direction, however it was not to be. During
a game I received a very serious injury, and I
was forbidden by the doctors to continue to

play “…so that he doesn’t make matters even worse”. I
was then in 10th grade. My thoughts, as far as my career
was concerned, turned to the military, since my
grandfather, my uncles and my father were in the army.
But that was not to be either. After my recovery from
the injuries I returned to something, I never thought
would become my calling. I began serving as an altar
boy again. Since I had all the time on my hands, I began
giving this serving more attention and serious thought.
All the villagers began talking and prophesizing that I
will, undoubtedly, become a priest.

Having graduated from grade school I had to
decide what I wanted to do in life. The calling to be a
priest outweighed all other considerations. I entered the
Ivano-Frankivsk Seminary. After three years of studying
at that school I was selected to study at St.Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Seminary in the USA.

Ñëàâà ²ñóñó Õðèñòó! Ìîº ³ì’ÿ
Ãàâðåöüêèé Ìèõàéëî. Ðîäîì ÿ ç çàõ³äíî¿
Óêðà¿íè, à ñàìå ç ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âùèíè, àëå
íå ç ñàìîãî ì³ñòà, à ç ìàëåíüêîãî ñåëà
Õîòèìèð, ùî íà Òëóìà÷÷èí³. Òàì ÿ íàðî-
äèâñÿ ³ âèð³ñ. Íàðîäèâñÿ ÿ 28 êâ³òíÿ. Â øå-
ñòèð³÷íèìó â³ö³ ï³øîâ ó øêîëó, òàì ïðîâ÷èâñÿ
9 ðîê³â. Ïåðøà ìîÿ ìð³ÿ êèì ÿ õî÷ó ñòàòè â
æèòò³, öå áóëà ìð³ÿ ïðî ôóòáîë. Äî ö³º¿ ìð³¿ ÿ âïåâíåíî
øéîâ, àëå äîëÿ ðîçïîðÿäèëàñÿ ïî ³íøîìó: ï³ä ÷àñ îäí³º¿
ç ³ãîð ÿ îòðèìàâ äóæå ñåðéîçíó òðàâìó, ï³ñëÿ ÿêî¿ ë³êàð³
çàáîðîíèëè ãðàòè, “ùîá íå çðîáèâ ñîá³ ùå ã³ðøå”. Òîä³
ÿ áóâ ó äåñÿòîìó êëàñ³. Ï³ñëÿ öüîãî â ìåíå ïîÿâèëàñÿ
³äåÿ ñòàòè â³éñüêîâèì, áóòè òàêèì, ÿê ìî¿ ä³äè, äÿäüêè ³
áàòüêî. Àëå íå òàê òî ñòàëîñü. Ï³ñëÿ îäóæàííÿ ÿ çíîâó
ïî÷àâ òó ñïðàâó ïðî ÿêó ³ íå äóìàâ, ùî âîíà ñòàíå ìî¿ì
ïîêëèêàííÿì. ß çíîâó ïî÷àâ ïðèñëóãîâóâàòè â öåðêâ³
á³ëÿ ñâÿùåíèêà. Ñàìå òîä³ ÿ ïî÷àâ á³ëüø ñåðéîçíî
â³äíîñèòèñü äî ïðèñëóãîâóâàííÿ òîìó, ùî áóëî áåçë³÷
â³ëüíîãî ÷àñó. Âñ³ æèòåë³ ñåëà âæå â³äòîä³ ïî÷àëè
ãîâîðèòè, ùî ÿ áóäó ñâÿùåíèêîì.

Ïî çàê³í÷åíí³ øêîëè ïåðåä³ ìíîþ ïîñòàëî
ïèòàííÿ, êèì ÿ õî÷ó áóòè â æèòò³, ³ ïîêëèê äî ñâÿùåíè-
÷îãî ñëóæ³ííÿ ïåðåâàæèâ íàä óñ³ìà ³íøèìè. ß ïîñòóïèâ
íà íàâ÷àííÿ äî ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêî¿ ñåì³íàð³¿. Òàì
ïðîâ÷èâñÿ òðè ðîêè. Ïîò³ì ïîòðàïèâ äî ÑØÀ â Ñâÿòî-
Ñîô³¿âñüêó Ñåì³íàð³þ.
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Mykhaylo
Gavretskyy

Ìèõàéëî
Ãàâðåöüêèé

Áîæîþ ïîì³÷÷þ ÿ ïðîâ÷èâñÿ â ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüê³é
Àêàäåì³¿ ³ áóâ âçÿòèé íà íàâ÷àííÿ äî Ñâÿòî-
Ñîô³¿âñüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ ùî â Ñàâò Áàâíä Áðóö³.

Ùå íàâ÷àþ÷èñü â ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó, ÿê ÿ âæå
çãàäóâàâ âèùå, áóëî âàæêî ç ìàòåð³ÿëüíèì ñòàíîì,
àëå äîáð³ ëþäè çàâæäè äîïîìàãàëè. Äóæå âäÿ÷íèé ÿ
ïàí³ Ëþá³ Ëåâèöüê³é çà ô³íàíñîâó äîïîìîãó. ß çàâæäè
áóäó ¿é âäÿ÷íèé ³ ïàì’ÿòàòèìó ¿¿ ó ñâî¿õ ìîëèòâàõ.
Ñàìå âîíà äóæå äîïîìîãëà íàì, ñòóäåíòàì, ÿê³ ìóñ³ëè
ïëàòèòè çà íàâ÷àííÿ õî÷à ³ íåâåëè÷êó ñóìó, àëå âñå-
òàêè öå â³äáèâàëîñü äîñèòü ñèëüíî íà ô³íàíñîâèõ
ñïðàâàõ áàòüê³â.

Íà äàíèé ÷àñ ÿ íàâ÷àþñÿ â Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüê³é
Ñåì³íàð³¿ ³ äóæå âäÿ÷íèé Àðõèºïèñêîïó Àíòîí³ºâ³ òà
âèêëàäàöüêîìó ñêëàäó çà òå, ùî âîíè âçÿëè ìåíå íà
íàâ÷àííÿ. Âåëèêà âàì ïîäÿêà òà íèçüêèé óêë³í!

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 21)

²âàí Êîñòèøèí

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî22 Ðiê LVIII  ×èñ. I, ñ³÷åíü, 2008



Ìåíå çâàòè Âàñèëü Ïàñàêàñ.
ß íàðîäèâñÿ â Óêðà¿í³ 26 ñåðïíÿ, â
ñåë³ Âèíîãðàä, Êîëîìèéñüêîãî ðàéîíó,
²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêî¿ îáëàñò³, â ïðîñò³é
ñ³ëüñüê³é õðèñòèÿíñüê³é ðîäèí³. Ç
äèòÿ÷èõ ðîê³â áàòüêè ³ áàáóñÿ çàâæäè áðàëè ìåíå ç ñîáîþ äî
öåðêâè. Áàáóñÿ íàâ÷èëà ìåíå ïðàâèëüíî ñòàâèòè íà ñåáå õðåñíå
çíàìåííÿ, ïåðøèõ ìîëèòîâ, íàâ÷èëà, ÿê ïðàâèëüíî ïîâîäèòèñÿ
â öåðêâ³, øàíóâàòè ñâÿò³ ðå÷³. Âæå òîä³ ÿ âèð³øèâ â ìàéáóòíüîìó
áóòè ñâÿùåíèêîì. Â ñ³ëüñüê³é öåðêâ³ Ñâ. Ìèêîëàÿ ÿ ñï³âàâ â
öåðêîâíîìó õîð³, ÷èòàâ “Àïîñòîëà”, äÿ÷èõà â÷èëà ìåíå ÷èòàòè
öåðêîâíî-ñëîâ’ÿíñüêîþ ìîâîþ. Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ øêîëè 2002
ðîêó, ÿ ïîñòóïèâ â ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó Äóõîâíó Ñåì³íàð³þ ÓÀÏÖ.
Ï³ä ÷àñ íàâ÷àííÿ â ñåì³àíð³¿ ÿ â³ä÷óâàâ âñå á³ëüøå ³ á³ëüøå
ïîêëèêàííÿ äî ñâÿùåíè÷îãî ñëóæ³ííÿ. Ó 2006 ðîö³ çàê³í÷èâ
ñåì³íàð³þ ³ ïîñòóïèâ ó ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêó Áîãîñëîâñüêó Àêàäåì³þ.
Íàâ÷àþ÷èñü ó ñåì³íàð³¿ ³ â àêàäåì³¿ ÿ òðè ðîêè áóâ ñòèïåíä³àòîì
ñòèïåíä³éíîãî ôîíäó ³ìåí³ îòöÿ ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåðà Âîëîäèìèðà ³
ïàí³ìàòêè Ãàëèíè Ëåâèöüêèõ, ÿêèé çíàõîäèòüñÿ ó ÑØÀ. ß áóâ
ïðèºìíî çäèâîâàíèé òèì, ùî äàëåêî â³ä Óêðà¿íè, çà îêåàíîì,
º ëþäè, ÿêèì íå áàéäóæà äîëÿ Öåðêâè â Óêðà¿í³ ³ ÿê³ íå
çàáóâàþòü ³ äîïîìàãàþòü ñòóäåíòàì ñåì³íàð³é. Íàäàííÿ ñòèïåíä³¿
äóæå äîïîìîãëî ìåí³ ó íàâ÷àíí³ ³ ÿ äîòåïåð äÿêóþ ñòèïåíä³éíîìó
ôîíäó,  ïàí³ Ëþá³ Ëåâèöüê³é òà Òîâàðèñòâó Ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ
Ïåðâîçâàííîãî â ÑØÀ çà äîïîìîãó. “Âè ä³éñíî ðîáèòå áëàãó
ñïðàâó”. Îòðèìóþ÷è â Óêðà¿í³ ñòèïåíä³þ ç Àìåðèêè ÿ ñîá³ íå
ì³ã ³ óÿâèòè, ùî ñàì çìîæó ïî¿õàòè â Àìåðèêó. ² îñü, öüîãî
ðîêó, ìåíå ³ ùå ÷îòèðüîõ ñòóäåíò³â â³ä³áðàëè íà íàâ÷àííÿ ó
Ñâÿòî-Ñîô³¿âñüê³é Áîãîñëîâñüê³é Ñåì³íàð³¿  ÓÏÖ , ùî ó Ñàâò
Áàâíä Áðóö³, øòàò Íþ Äæåðç³, ó ÑØÀ.

Çàðàç ïðîéøîâ äðóãèé ì³ñÿöü ìîãî íàâ÷àííÿ â
ñåì³íàð³¿, ó ìåíå ç’ÿâëÿþòüñÿ íîâ³ äðóç³, çíàéîì³… Àëå ÷àñîì ÿ
ñóìóþ çà ð³äíèì äîìîì, çà äðóçÿìè, çà Óêðà¿íîþ. ß ðîçóì³þ,
ùî ò³ëüêè òàê ìîæíà ï³çíàòè ñïðàâæíþ ëþáîâ äî Áàòüê³âùèíè
òà Öåðêâè ³ ïàì’ÿòàòè ïðî ñâ³é îáîâ’ÿçîê ïåðåä Íèìè.

Õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè Óêðà¿íñüê³é Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Öåðêâ³ â
ÑØÀ, Ìèòðîïîëèòó Êîíñòàíòèíó, Àðõèºïèñêîïó Àíòîí³þ,
àäì³í³ñòðàòîðó ñåì³íàð³¿ î. Âàñèëþ Çàâ³ðþñ³ òà íàñòàâíèêó
ñåì³íàð³¿ ºïèñêîïó-íîì³íàòó Äàíè¿ëó (Çåë³íñüêîìó) çà òå, ùî
äàëè ìåí³ òàêó ìîæëèâ³ñòü. Îá³öÿþ, ùî áóäó ñòàðàòèñü äîáðå
â÷èòèñÿ ³ ðîáèòè âñå íà áëàãî Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

My name is Vasyl Paskas. I was born in
Ukraine, into a peasant Christian family on August
26 in the village of Vynohrad, region of Kolomyya,
district of Ivano-Frankivsk. From early childhood
on my grandmother and my parents took me
along to church. My grandmother taught me to
cross myself correctly, from her I leaned my first
prayers, how to behave in church and how to
respect the sacred things. It was then that I
decided to become a priest. I sang in the church
choir at the St. Nicholas village church, I read the
Epistles (the cantor’s wife taught me to read
them in church Slavonic). After finishing school
in 2002, I enrolled in the UAOC Theological
Seminary of Ivano Frankivsk. While studying there
I became more and more aware of my calling
to priesthood. In 2006 I graduated from the
Seminary and went on to the Theological
Academy.

While a student at the seminary, I
received a stipend from the Fr. Protopresbyter
Volodymyr and panimatka Halyna Levytsky Fund
in the United States. I was pleasantly surprised
to learn that there are people who live far away,
but still care about the Church in Ukraine and
who provide assistance to seminary students.
These stipends were of considerable help to me
while I was at the seminary and to this day I am
grateful to the Stipend Fund, Ms. Lyuba Levytsky
and the St. Andrew Society in the United
States.”You are really doing great work!”

While receiving said stipend in Ukraine I
couldn’t have even imagined that I will be able
to go to America to study. But this year I and
four other students were chosen to study at the
St.Sophia Seminary in S.Bound Brook, New Jersey.

As of this writing I have been studying
here for two months, have made new friends,
new acquaintances… However, at times I am
homesick, I long for my family, for my friends,
for Ukraine. I understand that this is the only
way to recognize one’s love for one’s homeland
and Church, and to become aware of one’s
obligations towards them.

I wish to thank the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA, Metropolitan Constantine,
Archbishop Antony, Fr. Vasyl Zawierucha-
seminary provost and Bishop-elect Daniel
(Zelinsky) for having given me this opportunity.
I promise to attempt to study well and to do
everything I can for the good of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church.
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Pasakas

Âàñèëü
Ïàñàêàñ
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My name is Vasyl Mykolayovych
Dovhan and was I born on February 12th.
My childhood was spent in the fairy-tale
village of Kutyshche, region of Tlumach,
district of Ivano-Frankivsk. This village holds
a special charm for me, because this is
where I took my first steps, uttered my
first words…

When I turned four years old I
was placed in a kinder-garden, the so called
“Mother’s” school, and for me it really
turned into a mother’s school. I didn’t really
understand what was happening to me,
but it was interesting, since there were lots
of children as young as I. And then there
was our teacher whom we called Mama
or Baba (grandma) whichever suited one

best. She, in turn, loved all of us and was like a mother
to us. She attempted to perfect us, taught us all sorts
of songs, put us down for our naps, dressed us and
taught us to love one another as we loved ourselves.

This was my first step into life. Later I went into
first grade, and higher, but never had another teacher
like her. We were taught to become grownups,
responsible for their words and deeds.

When I was still a child I remember that there
was a church being built in our village for the spreading
of the Word of God. And that Word of God found
place in my soul and I asked the priest if I could be his
altar server. And he said: “Yes, you may, if you have
such a desire”.

I would wait impatiently when my family –
mother, grandmother and older brothers would start
for the church, because I was too little to go by myself:
I was scared to do so, and I didn’t know the way. My
family – Father, Mother, Grandfather and Grandmother,
as well as my older brothers opened my inner spiritual
eyes, they helped me to attend church and to learn the
Word of God. I am profoundly grateful to them for
helping me to get my first concept of church as the
House of God. It became my second home, my
nourishment. Because when I go to church and pray in
front of the icons, my soul becomes at peace, there is
nothing weighing it down.

When I was finishing the 4th grade, my older
brothers finished the 11th, and were thinking about where
to go to study and what path to select in their lives.
Hryhoriy enrolled in the Theological Academy of Ivano-
Frankivsk. Later, when I finished the 11th grade, I decided
to follow in his steps, to enrich my spiritual views and
understanding. And so in 2005 I also enrolled in the

ß Íàçèâàþñü Äîâãàí Âàñèëü Ìè-
êîëàéîâè÷ òà íàðîäèâñÿ 12 ëþòîãî. Ñâîº
äèòèíñòâî ïðîâ³â ó êàçêîâîìó ñåë³ Êóòèùå,
Òëóìàöüêîãî ðàéîíó, ²âàíî-Ôðàíê³âñüêî¿
îáëàñò³. Ñåëî öå äëÿ ìåíå º êàçêîâèì
òîìó, ùî ÿ ïåðø³ êðîêè ðîáèâ, ïåðø³
ñëîâà âèìîâèâ ÿêðàç ó íüîìó.

Êîëè âèïîâíèëîñü ìåí³ 4 ðîêè, ÿ
ï³øîâ ó äèòÿ÷èé ñàäîê, ó òàê çâàíó “ìàòåðèíñüêó
øêîëó” ³ äëÿ ìåíå âîíà ñïðàâä³ ñòàëà ìàòåðèíñüêîþ,
áî âîíà áóëà ïåðøîþ ó ìîºìó æèòò³. Õî÷ ÿ íå ðîçóì³â
ùî ç³ ìíîþ ä³ºòüñÿ,  ìåí³ áóëî ö³êàâî, áî áóëî áàãàòî
ä³òåé, òàêèõ ìàëåíüêèõ ÿê ÿ, ³ áóëà íàøà â÷èòåëüêà,
ÿêó ìè íàçèâàëè ³ ìàìîþ ³ áàáîþ, êîìó ÿê áóëî
çðó÷í³øå. Àëå íàñïðàâä³ â÷èòåëüêà íàñ ëþáèëà âñ³õ ³
âîíà íàì áóëà ÿê ìàò³ð, âîíà íàñ ïî÷àëà âäîñêîíà-
ëþâàòè, â÷èòè ð³çíèõ ï³ñåíü, ñï³âàíîê, ³ âêëàäàëà íàñ
ñïàòè, îäÿãàëà íàñ ³ â÷èëà ç ìàëêó ëþáèòè îäèí-
îäíîãî ÿê ñàìîãî ñåáå.

² öå áóâ ïåðøèé êðîê ó æèòòÿ. Ï³çí³øå ÿ ï³øîîâ
ó ïåðøèé êëàñ ³ äàëüøå, àëå òàêî¿ â÷èòåëüêè âæå íå
áóëî. Íå áóëî òîìó, ùî â÷èëè æèòè ïî äîðîñëîìó ³
â÷èëè áóòè ëþäèíîþ, â³äïîâ³äàëüíîþ çà ñâî¿ â÷èíêè
³ ñëîâà.

²ùå äèòèíîþ áóâ, àëå ïàì’ÿòàþ, ùî â ñåë³
áóäóâàëè öåðêâó ñëóõàòè Ñëîâî Áîæå, ³ ç ïåðøîãî
ðàçó Ñëîâî Áîæå çàïàëî ìåí³ â äóøó ³ ÿ çàïèòàâ
ñâÿùåíèêà ÷è ÿ ìîæó á³ëÿ íüîãî ïðèñëóãîâóâàòè, ³
â³í â³äïîâ³â: ”Òàê, ìîæåø, ÿêùî ìàºø áàæàííÿ”. ß
÷åêàâ íåä³ë³, ñâÿòà, ùîá ìî¿ ð³äí³ ìàòè, áàáóñÿ òà áðàòè
ñòàðø³ çáèðàëèñü ³òè â öåðêâó, áî ÿ ñàì ùå áîÿâñÿ, ÿ
áóâ ùå òàêèé ìàëèé, ùî ³ äîðîãè íå çíàâ. Ìî¿ ð³äí³ -
Ìàòè, Áàòüêî, Ä³äóñü, Áàáóñÿ ³ áðàòè âîíè â³äêðèëè
äóõîâí³ î÷³, âíóòð³øí³, âîíè ìåí³ äîïîìàãàëè õîäèòè
â öåðêâó ³ ï³çíàâàòè Ñëîâî Áîæå. Çà òå ÿ ¿ì âñ³ì
âäÿ÷íèé, ùî âîíè äîïîìîãëè ³ äàëè ïåðø³ ïîíÿòòÿ
ïðî öåðêâó. Áîæèé ä³ì ñòàâ ìåí³ äðóãèì äîìîì, ìîºþ
ïîæèâîþ. Áî êîëè ÿ éäó â öåðêâó ³ ïîêàþñü ïåðåä
³êîíàìè, ìåí³ ñòàº íàáàãàòî ëåããøå íà äóø³, íåìàº
í³ÿêîãî òÿãàðó äóøåâíîãî.

Êîëè ÿ çàê³í÷óâàâ 4-èé êëàñ, ìî¿ ñòàðø³ áðàòè
Ãðèãîð³é ³ Ìèêîëà çàê³í÷èëè 11-èé ³ âæå äóìàëè, êóäè

Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...Let me  Introduce...
Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...Çíàéîìòåñü...

Vasyl
Dovhan

Âàñèëü
Äîâãàí

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 25) (Conclusion on p. 25)
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âîíè ìàþòü ³òè â÷èòèñü, ÿêó æèòòºâó ñòåæêó âèáðàòè,
³ Ãðèãîð³é ï³øîâ â÷èòèñü â Äóõîâíó Àêàäåì³þ â ²âàíî-
Ôðàíê³âñüêó. Ï³çí³øå, êîëè ÿ çàê³í÷èâ 11-èé êëàñ, ÿ
íåâàãàþ÷èñü ð³øèâ òåæ ³òè ³ çáàãàòèòè ñâî¿ äóõîâí³
î÷³, äóõîâí³ ðîçóì³ííÿ. ² ÿ â 2005 ðîö³ ïîñòóïèâ ó
Äóõîâíó Àêàäåì³þ. Ï³ñëÿ ïåðøîãî ìîãî ðîêó íàâ÷àííÿ
ì³é áðàò ³ ÿ áóëè âèáðàí³ ¿õàòè â÷èòèñü â ÑØÀ, àëå
÷åðåç ðîäèíí³ îáñòàâèíè ìè îáîº íå çìîãëè ïî¿õàòè
³ ì³é áðàò Ãðèãîð³é ñêàçàâ ìåí³:”ßêùî õî÷åø, òî ÿ
çàëèøóñü, à òè ¿äü ³ çáàãà÷óéñÿ íàóêîþ”. Îòàêèì ÷èíîì
ÿ îïèíèâñÿ òóò ³ äóìàþ, ùî Áîã äîïîìîæå ìåí³
íàáðàòèñü äîñâ³äó ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè Ñëîâî Áîæå, íàâ÷àòè
ä³òåé ³ âäîñêîíàëþâàòè äîðîñëèõ. Áî â Ñâÿòîìó Ïèñüì³
ñêàçàíî:”Ñòóêàéòå, ³ â³ä÷èíÿòü âàì, ïðîñ³òü, ³ äàñòüñÿ
âàì”. ² çàðàç ÿ çíàõîäæóñü òóò, ó ÑØÀ, âèâ÷àþ
àíãë³éñüêó ìîâó ³ íàáèðàþñü äîñâ³äó áóòè
ïîñåðåäíèêîì ì³æ Áîãîì ³ ëþäüìè, áóòè òèì ñâ³òëîì
ó òåìðÿâ³, íàâ÷àòè Ñë³â Áîæèõ ³ ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè ¿õ òèì
ëþäÿì, ÿê³ º ðîçãóáëåí³, ÿê³ ïàäàþòü äóõîì ï³ä òÿãàðåì
ñâîãî æèòòºâîãî õðåñòà. Àëå äëÿ òîãî, ùîá ëþäÿì
äîïîìîãòè, òî òðåáà ìàòè ñèëó, ñèëó äóõîâíó.

ß ñòàðàþñü ³ äîêëàäàþ ñâî¿ çóñèëëÿ äëÿ òîãî,
ùîá Ãîñïîäü Áîã äîïîì³ã ìåí³, ùîá ÿ íå âïàâ ï³ä
òÿãàðåì ñâîãî æèòòºâîãî õðåñòà ³ çäîáóâ òó ñèëó, ñèëó
äóõîâíó äëÿ òîãî, ùîá çäîáóòè ³ ï³çíàòè æèòòÿ , â÷èíêè
³ ïîâ÷àííÿ âñ³õ ñâÿòèõ ³ äîòðèìóâàòèñü çàïîâ³äåé
Áîæèõ äëÿ òîãî, ùîá çäîáóòè ïðèíàëåæíå ì³ñöå íà
íåá³, ó æèòò³ â³÷íîìó, áî öå æèòòÿ íàì äàíî äëÿ
âèïðîáóâàííÿ, â ïåâí³é ì³ð³, êóäè, ùî ³ ÿê, ÿê ìè
áóäåìî æèòè ³ ïðî ùî, ³ ïðî êîãî áóäåì äáàòè.

Áî òðåáà äáàòè ïðî áëèæíüîãî ñâîãî ³
äîïîìàãàòè éîìó ³ ëþáèòè âñ³õ áëèæí³õ.

Áî òàê íàì êàæå ñâÿòå Ïèñàííÿ. Àì³íü!

Theological Academy. After my first year there, both
my brother and I were selected to study in the USA,
however, our family circumstances would not allow for
both of us to go. And so my brother Hryhoriy said: “If
you want to, I’ll stay, and you go and broaden your
knowledge”.

That is how I happened to end up here. I hope
that God will help me to acquire the experience necessary
to preach the Word of God, to teach children and to
perfect the grown ups. Because it is said in the Scriptures:
“ Knock, and it will be opened, ask and you shall receive”

And so, at the present time I am here, in the
United States, I am studying the English language and
gathering experience to become the intermediary
between God and the people, to be the light in the
darkness, to teach the Word of God and preach it to
those who are lost, who are discouraged and fall under
the burden of their life’s cross. But in order to do so,
one has to possess strength, spiritual strength.

I am trying and doing everything possible to
ensure God’s help, so that I would not collapse under
the burden of my own cross, but acquired the spiritual
strength for conquering and cognizing life, deeds and
teachings of the saints and keeping God’s
commandments in order to secure a place in the life
eternal. Since this earthly life is only given to us, so that
we may sort things out and decide how we shall live
and whom we shall care for. Because the Scriptures tell
us to care for our neighbor, to help him and to love all
our neighbors. Amen!

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 24) (Conclusion from p. 24)

Vasyl Dovgan
Âàñèëü Äîâãàí

In our life relationships we at times get hurt. Not only
by the people in the “world”, but many, too many times by
our brothers and sisters in Christ. When this happens to
us, we tend to build barriers and walls in the inner
kingdom of our hearts as a defense. Every time we fear an
attack of the enemy, either real or imagined, a warning
signal sounds throughout our hearts kingdom, and we run
for cover hiding ourselves behind these barriers and
walls.

Somehow we forget that God has called us into His
Kingdom where He is to govern our hearts, where we are
to live, move, and have our being. God’s power is shown
through His overwhelming love, by which no enemy
attack can stand.! For, you see, His love is perfect love,
and “Perfect Love drives out all fear! (1 Jn. 1:18)”

God calls us to Peace in Christ. “For He Himself is
our Peace - who destroys all barriers and tears down the

The Carpenter . . . . . . . . . . . . . by Subdeacon John Kostiak

dividing was of hostility in us. (Eph.
2:14)” By His Spirit we are made into
new creatures, His workmanship and
citizens of His Kingdom.

The Carpenter not only comes to
tear down the old walls of our dwelling
place, but also comes to build anew. He
lays new foundation in which He,
Himself, Christ, is the chief corner-
stone, “In Him we are being built
together to become a dwelling in which
God lives by His Spirit. (Eph. 2:21-22)”

This happens, when by our faith
we allow Jesus, God’s Carpenter, to do
His work in the kingdom of our hearts.
May He continue to build us up in His
love!
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Over 150 parish mem-
bers, family and friends of
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
in Youngstown, OH gath-
ered on a sunny, warm
autumn Sunday to enjoy
faith, fellowship and fun
together.

Fr. John Harvey, pas-
tor, “kicked off” the festivi-
ties by conducting a beauti-
ful Divine Liturgy. The
Liturgy was followed by a
“potluck” dinner which in-
cluded a spectacular array
of foods, including the three
delectable meats cooked
on an open spit by the
Men’s Meat Smoker Soci-
ety of Sts. Peter & Paul.

The One-Man-Band
entertained the masses
with ethnic polkas, modern,
retro and children’s party
music. Laughter filled the
air as children and young
adults participated in festi-
val games such as corn
holes, football throw, bowl-
ing, beanbag toss, duck
game, and an egg obstacle
course race - numerous

prizes were awarded to all!
In addition, make your own
foam cross projects, bingo
marker art and face paint-
ing were some of the crafts
available.  Colorful fall
mum centerpieces were
the door prizes, which were
won by eight lucky picnic
goers.  Also, we gladly
welcomed our new pastor,
The Very Rev. John W.
Harvey and his family with
a meet-and-greet introduc-
tion, a beautifully deco-
rated cake and party bal-
loons.

Sts. Peter and Paul Annual Church Picnic

The Men’s
Meat Smoker
Society of the
parish dili-
gently tended
the open spit
during the
picnic.

Children were invited to make and decorate an Orthodox cross
out of foam that they could then take home.

There were many games to entertain the children, including
this one where the lucky winner is showing off her duck.

A one-man-band entertained with a variety of music.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L
Parish

ife

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî26 Ðiê LVIII  ×èñ. I, ñ³÷åíü, 2008



 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L
Parish

ife

On November 18 Sts. Peter
and Paul Church in Youngstown,
OH held its first ever Parish
Thanksgiving Dinner with over 100
people enjoying the food, fun, and
fellowship.

They gathered together to
thank God for their parish family
and for the many blessings He has
bestowed on them.

This dinner was organized and
provided for by the church board.
Volunteers were up at the crack of
dawn cooking turkeys and prepar-
ing traditional Thanksgiving food.

This joyous occasion also
provided a home cooked dinner for
the parish’s shut-ins.  It was
delightful to see shut-ins who are
unable to attend church regularly.
Because this event was so success-
ful, the parish plans to make it a
yearly tradition.

V. Rev. Fr. John Harvey is the
pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul.

First Annual Parish Thanksgiving Dinner Celebration
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Ó íåä³ëþ 14 æîâòíÿ 2007 ð.Á. ïàðàô³ÿ Ñâ.
Ïîêðîâè â Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿ óðî÷èñòî â³äçíà÷èëà ñâîº
Õðàìîâå Ñâÿòî. Çàñòóïíèê ãîëîâè Ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ ðàäè
ä-ð Ïåòðî Êëþê òà ãîëîâà Ñåñòðèöòâà Ñâ.Îëüãè Ñîô³ÿ
Ñ³ë³íà ç êâ³òàìè òà õë³áîì-ñ³ëëþ â³òàëè Âëàäèêó Àíòîí³ÿ,
â ñóïðîâîä³ ªïèñêîïà-íîì³íàòà Äàíè¿ëà òà ï’ÿòüîõ
ñåì³íàðèñò³â, ïðè âõîä³ äî öåðêâè, à â öåðêâ³ â³òàâ ¿õ
íàñòîÿòåëü î. Âîëîäèìèð Õàíàñ. Öåðêîâíèé õîð ïðî-
ñï³âàâ âõ³äíå “Äîñòîéíî º..,” òà  ï³ä ÷àñ îáëà÷åííÿ
Âëàäèêè Àíòîí³ÿ -”Íåõàé ðàä³º äóøà òâîÿ”. Ñë³äóâàëà
ñâÿòà Àðõèºðåéñüêà Ë³òóðã³ÿ, î÷îëåíà Àðõèºïèñêîïîì
Àíòîí³ºì â ñîñëóæåíí³ Àðõèìàíäðèòà Äàíè¿ëà, íàñ-
òîÿòåëÿ î. Âîëîäèìèðà Õàíàñà, î. Ìèêîëè Ìîðîçà ³ 5-
îõ ñåì³íàðèñò³â, ïðè ñï³âàõ öåðêîâíîãî õîðó ï³ð îðóäîþ
ðå´. Ïåòðà Ãóðñüêîãî.

Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é âèãîëîñèâ ö³êàâó ïðî-
ïîâ³äü ïðî çíà÷åííÿ ñâÿòà Ïîêðîâè, ï³äêðåñëèâøè,
ùî òðåáà íå ëèøå çãàäóâàòè ³ñòîðè÷í³ ôàêòè, à é ùî-
äåííî æèòè ç íàä³ºþ òà ïîêëàäàòèñÿ íà ïîêðîâè-
òåëüñòâî Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³.

Ï³ñëÿ Ñâÿòî¿ Ë³òóðã³¿ â öåðêîâí³é çàë³ â³äáóâñÿ
ñâÿòî÷íèé îá³ä ç äîá³ðíîþ ïðîãðàìîþ. Ãîëîâà Ïàðà-
ô³ÿëüíî¿ ðàäè Ïåòðî Ãóðñüêèé ïðèâ³òàâ Âëàäèêó Àíòî-
í³ÿ ³ âñå äóõîâåíñòâî, ïðèñóòí³õ ãîñòåé òà ïàðàô³ÿí ³
ïðèõîæàí òà ïîáàæàâ óñ³ì ãàðíî â³äñâÿòêóâàòè Ïî-
êðîâó, äåðæàâíå ñâÿòî Óêðà¿íè ³ ïåðåäàâ äàëüøå
âåäåííÿ ïðîãðàìè ï.
²âàíîâ³ Ïðàñêîâ³. Çà
ïî÷åñíèì ñòîëîì
ñèä³ëè: Ãîëîâà Êîí-
ñèñòîð³¿ ÓÏÖåðêâè â
ÑØÀ Àðõèºïèñêîï
Àíòîí³é, ªïèñêîï-
íîì³íàò Àðõèìàí-
äðèò Äàíè¿ë, î.ïðîò.
Âîëîäèìèð Õàíàñ ç
ïàí³ìàòêîþ Îðèñåþ,
ïàðîõ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Öåðêâè
Ñâ. Àðõèñòðàòèãà
Ìèõà¿ëà î. Âîëîäè-
ìèð Êîñòþê, î. Ìè-
êîëà Ìîðîç ³ç ïàí³-
ìàòêîþ Ðîìàííîþ ç
ìàëÿòêîì, íàñòîÿ-
òåëü öåðêâè Ïðåñâ.
Òðîéö³ â Òðåíòîí³
î.²âàí Ëèìàð ç ïàí³-

ìàòêîþ Ë³ëåþ, ³ çãîäîì î.ïðîòîïðåñâ.Ôðàíêî ²ñòî÷èí,
íàñòîÿòåëü êàòåäðè Ñâ.Âîëîäèìèðà ó Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿.

Äîïîâ³äà÷åì íà ñâÿò³ áóâ Áîãäàí Õîìåíêî,
âèïóñêíèê ×åðêàñüêîãî óí³âåðñèòåòó ³ì.Áîãäàíà Õìåëü-
íèöüêîãî òà Õàðê³âñüêîãî Êîëå´³óìó ³ì. Ïàòð³ÿðõà Ìñòè-
ñëàâà. Òåìà äîïîâ³ä³ - “Çàñòóïíèöòâî Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³”.

Äîïîâ³äà÷ çãàäàâ ãîëî-
âí³ø³ ÷óäà çâåðøåí³ Áîãî-
ðîäèöåþ: ðÿòóâàííÿ ì³ñò,
Ïî÷à¿âñüêî¿ ëàâðè, çàñòó-
ïíèöòâî êîçàöòâà, ÓÏÀ ³
³í. Çàê³í÷èâ ñâîþ äîïîâ³äü
ï. Õîìåíêî ñòâåðäæå-
ííÿì, ùî òðåáà ãëèáîêî
óñâ³äîìëþâàòè ñâÿòå çà-
ñòóïíèöòâî Áîãîðîäèö³ ³,
ÿê ñòâåðäèâ ³ Âëàäèêà
Àíòîí³é ó ñâî¿é ïðîïîâ³ä³,
òðåáà æèòè íèì ³ í³êîëè
íå çàáóâàòè ïðî íüîãî.

Ï³ñëÿ äîïîâ³ä³ ÷ëåíè
Ñåñòðèöòâà Ñâ.Îëüãè
ïîäàëè ñìà÷í³ ñòðàâè, à
ï.Ïðàñêî ïðåäñòàâèâ
ñåì³íàðèñò³â ç Óêðà¿íè:
²âàí Êîñòèøèí, Âàñèëü
Äîâãàí, Ìèõàéëî Ãàâðå-
öüêèé, Àíäð³é Ìàòëàê ³

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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àðàô³ÿëüíèõ ãðîìàäÏ ²âàí Ïðàñêî ³ Ïåòðî Ãóðñüêèé

ÕÐÀÌÎÂÅ  ÑÂßÒÎ  Ó  ÏÀÐÀÔI¡   ÑÂ.  ÏÎÊÐÎÂÈÕÐÀÌÎÂÅ  ÑÂßÒÎ  Ó  ÏÀÐÀÔI¡   ÑÂ.  ÏÎÊÐÎÂÈÕÐÀÌÎÂÅ  ÑÂßÒÎ  Ó  ÏÀÐÀÔI¡   ÑÂ.  ÏÎÊÐÎÂÈÕÐÀÌÎÂÅ  ÑÂßÒÎ  Ó  ÏÀÐÀÔI¡   ÑÂ.  ÏÎÊÐÎÂÈÕÐÀÌÎÂÅ  ÑÂßÒÎ  Ó  ÏÀÐÀÔI¡   ÑÂ.  ÏÎÊÐÎÂÈ
Â  ÔIËÀÄÅËÜÔI¡Â  ÔIËÀÄÅËÜÔI¡Â  ÔIËÀÄÅËÜÔI¡Â  ÔIËÀÄÅËÜÔI¡Â  ÔIËÀÄÅËÜÔI¡

Íà ôîðîãðàô³¿: 1-èé ðÿä: Ñîô³ÿ Ñ³ë³íà, Àíòîí³íà Ïîãîð³ëåíêî,
²âàí Ñàâ÷óê. 2-èé ðÿä: ³íæ. Ïåòðî Ãóðñüêèé, î. Âîëîäèìèð Õàíàñ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Àíòîí³é, ªïèñêîï-íîì³íàò Äàíè¿ë, Êèðèëî Ïàñ³÷íèê

³ ²âàí Ïðàñêî.

Çàñòóïíèê ãîëîâè Ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ ðàäè ä-ð Ïåòðî Êëþê
òà ãîëîâà Ñåñòðèöòâà Ñâ.Îëüãè Ñîô³ÿ Ñ³ë³íà ç êâ³òàìè
òà õë³áîì-ñ³ëëþ â³òàëè Âëàäèêó Àíòîí³ÿ, â ñóïðîâîä³
ªïèñêîïà-íîì³íàòà Äàíè¿ëà ïðè âõîä³ äî öåðêâè
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Âàñèëü Ïàñàêàñ. Òàêîæ áóëè ïðåäñòàâëåí³ ïàðàô³ÿíè
öåðêâè Ñâ.Àðõ.Ìèõà¿ëà ç ¿õí³ì ãîëîâîþ ²ãîðåì Æàðèì,
ïàðàô³ÿíè êàòåäðè Ñâ.Âîëîäèìèðà, ïàðàô³ÿíè öåðêâè
ñââ. Àïï.Ïåòðà ³ Ïàâëà ç Â³ëì³í´òîíó, Äåëàâåð. Áóëè íà
çàë³ ³ ãîñò³ ç äàëåêà – Òåòÿíà Ñàêóí ç ×³êà´î ³ Ãàëÿ
Áóëàò ç Íþ Éîðêó. Òàêîæ áóëè â³äðåêîìåíäîâàí³ -
çàñòóïíèê ãîëîâè ÑÔÓÆÎ ï-³ Íàòàëÿ Äàíèëåíêî ç
÷îëîâ³êîì ²âàíîì ³ ´ðàô³ê Âàñèëü Äîðîøåíêî ç äðó-
æèíîþ.

Íà ñîëîäêå áóëî ïîäàíî òîðò, ñïå÷åíèé ï-³
Àíòîí³íîþ Ïîãîð³ëåíêî.

Ãîëîâà Ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ ðàäè Ïåòðî Ãóðñüêèé
âðó÷èâ ãðàìîòè â³äçíà÷åííÿ ³ ïîäÿêè ï’ÿòüîì ïàðàô³ÿíàì
çà íàäçâè÷àéíó â³ääàí³ñòü ³ ïðàöþ íà êîðèñòü ïàðàô³¿ ³

ÓÏÖåðêâè â ÑØÀ, êîðîòêî íàêðåñëèâøè ãîëîâí³ çàñëóãè
êîæíîãî îòðèìóâà÷à ãðàìîòè. Â³äçíà÷åí³ áóëè: Ñîô³ÿ ³
áë.ï. ²âàí Ñ³í³íè, Àíòîí³íà Ïîãîð³ëåíêî, ²âàí ³ áë.ï. Íàä³ÿ
Ñàâ÷óêè, Ãðèãîð³é ³ Ë³äà Á³ëîóñè òà Êèðèëî Ïàñ³÷íèê.
Ï³ñëÿ ïðåçåíòàö³¿ çðîáëåíî ñï³ëüíó çíèìêó.

²íñòðóìåíòàëüíî-âîêàëüíèé àíñàìáëü “×åòâåðòà
õâèëÿ” ó ñêëàä³: ²ãîð Ñèïåíü – êåð³âíèê, Àëëà Êóöåâè÷,
Ñâ³òëàíà Êàðï³é òà ²ðèíà Âàñèëåâñüêà – êîìïîçèòîð ³
âîêàë³ñò. Àíñàìáëü ç ïðîôåñ³éíîþ ìàéñòåðí³ñòþ âèêîíàâ
ç ï³â äþæèíè ïîïóëÿðíèõ ï³ñåíü, ï³ä ãó÷í³ ³ âäÿ÷í³ îïëåñêè
ïðèñóòí³õ. Ç íèìè âèñòóïàëè òàêîæ þí³ âèêîíàâö³:
Îëåêñàíäåð Øåðñòþê ïðîäåêëÿìóâàâ “Ïîêðîâà –
êîçàöüêà Ìàòè” Áîãäàíà ×åïóðêè, Â³òóñÿ Êóðèëåöü –
“ßêà â íàñ íàö³ÿ ÷óäîâà”, à Þëÿ Êóðèëåöü â³äñï³âàëà
äâ³ ï³ñí³ - “Â³íî÷îê” ³ “Ìàòðîñè”. Âñ³ ö³ âèñòóïè
çàâåðøóâàëèñü ãó÷íèìè îïëåñêàìè. Êîíöåðò çàê³í÷åíî
äóåòîì Àëëè Êóöåâè÷ ³ Ñâ³òëàíè Êàðï³é – “Êâ³òó÷à
Óêðà¿íà”.

Ïåòðî Ãóðñüêèé ïîäÿêóâàâ óñ³ì, ùî ïðè÷èíèëèñü
äî óñï³øíîãî ñâÿòà, à öå ³ ò³, ùî ïðèáèðàëè öåðêâó ³
çàëþ, ³ ò³ ùî ãîòóâàëè ñìà÷í³ ñòðààâè, ³ ìîëîä³ ä³â÷àòà,
ùî ïîäàâàëè äî ñòîë³â ³ âñ³ âèêîíàâö³ ìèñòåöüêî¿
ïðîãðàìè, ÿê òàêîæ óñ³ ãîñò³, ùî ñâîºþ ïðèñóòí³ñòþ
çâåëè÷èëè íàøå ñâÿòî ïðèïîâ³äêîþ – “Ã³ñòü ó ä³ì, Áîã ó
ä³ì”. Îñîáëèâà ïîäÿêà Âëàäèö³ Àíòîí³þ çà î÷îëåííÿ
ñâÿòà.

Çàê³í÷èëè ñâÿòî ìîëèòâîþ “Äîñòîéíî º…”, ÿêó
ïðîñï³âàëè óñ³ ïðèñóòí³ òà áëàãîñëîâåííÿì Âëàäèêè
Àíòîí³ÿ ï³ä ñï³â “²ñ ïîëëà åò³ Äåñïîòà!”
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Ïðèºìíî º íàì ïî³íôîðìó-
âàòè íàøó ìåäè÷íó ãðîìàäó òà âñå
óêðà¿íñüêå ãðîìàäÿíñòâî, ùî öüîãî
2007-ãî ðîêó ä-ðó Âàñèëåâ³ Ìàð-
÷óêîâ³ ñïîâíèëîñÿ 85ë³ò éîãî òðóäî-
ëþáèâîãî æèòòÿ, à òàêîæ ïàí³ Îêñàí³
³ Âàñèëåâ³ ñïîâíèëîñÿ 50 ðîê³â ùàñ-
ëèâîãî ïîäðóæíüîãî æèòòÿ.

Ç ö³º¿ íàãîäè ä³òè òà ðîäèíà
ñïðàâèëè ¿ì â ñóáîòó 25-ãî ñåðïíÿ
ö.ð.ïðåêðàñíå þâ³ëåéíå ïðèéíÿòòÿ,
çàïðîñèâøè íà íüîãî áëèæ÷ó ³
äàëüøó ðîäèíó òà ïðèÿòåë³â, ÿê ä-ð
Íåîí³ëó òà ³íæ.Ñâÿòîñëàâà Ëè÷èê³â, ä-ð Íàòàëêó Ãðèãîð÷óê,
ì´ð.ôàðì. Ç³ðêó Öèìáàë³ñòó, ä-ðà Ïàâëà ³ Îðèñþ Ïóíä³¿â,
³íæ. Îëåêñó Ïåëþõ³âñüêîãî (áóâøîãî ãîëîâó óïðàâè
êàòåäðè ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà), ïàíñòâî Ïåòðà ³ Ìàð³éêó
×óïåéä³â (òåïåð³øíüîãî ãîëîâó óïðàâè êàòåäðè
ñâ.Âîëîäèìèðà), ïàíñòâî Àíàòîë³ÿ ³ Íàä³þ Áðþøåíê³â (ïàí³
Íàä³ÿ º ãîëîâîþ ñåñòðèöòâà ñâ.Îëüãè ïðè êàòåäð³ ñâ.
Âîëîäèìèðà â ×³êà´î) òà ³íøèõ.

Äî öüîãî ñâÿòà ùå íàñï³ëè ê³ëüêà ïðèâ³ò³â ç Óêðà¿íè
³ ä³ÿñïîðè, ÿê â³ä ñåñòðè ä-ð ªâäîê³¿ Âèííè÷óê ³ç ²âàíî-
Ôðàíê³âñüêà, ÿêà íà ïðîòÿç³ 36-îõ ðîê³â ïðàöþâàëà ó
Âîðîõò³ ïðè “Ðåãàá³ë³òàö³¿-ðåàì³í³çàö³¿”; òà â³ä ñåñòð³íêà ³íæ.
Áîãäàíà Âèííè÷óêà ç äðóæèíîþ-ë³êàðêîþ Îêñàíîþ ç
¥ëåíâ’þ ²ëë. Òàêîæ íàñï³ëè â³òàííÿ ³ þâ³ëåéí³ ïîáàæàííÿ
â³ä ä-ð Ïàâëà Äæóëÿ ç Äåòðîéòó ³ ä-ð Ìàð³¿ Ô³øåð-Ñëèæ
ç Òîðîíòà òà ³íøèõ.

Ïîãîäà áóëà ïðåêðàñíà, ñîíå÷êî ñâ³òèëî ³ ïòàøêè
ñï³âàëè… Ïðèéíÿòòÿ â³äáóëîñÿ çà ñâÿòî÷íî-ïðèêðèòèìè
ñòîëàìè íà ðîçê³øíîìó ïàò³î. Çðàçó êåëüíåðêè ïîäàëè
ñìà÷í³ ïðèñòàâêè ³ çàïàøí³ ïåðåêóñêè ç íàïèòêàìè. Âñ³
âèã³äíî çàñ³ëè ³ ñïîæèâàëè Áîæ³ äàðè, à ôîòîãðàôè
ðîáèëè ïàì’ÿòêîâ³ çí³ìêè.

Ïðè øàìïàíñüê³ì ñèí Äàíèëî ï³äí³ñ òîñò çà çäî-
ðîâ’ÿ ³ ìíîãîë³òòÿ øàíîâíèõ Áàòüê³â-þâ³ëÿò³â. Âñ³ çàñï³âàëè
ãð³ìêå “Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà” òà äàëüøå âåñåëî ãîâîðèëè ³ ñïîìè-
íàëè ìîëîä³ ÷àñè òà ïåðåæèâàííÿ. Äîâãîë³òíÿ ïðèÿòåëüêà
ðîäèíè ïàí³ Ãàëÿ Âèã³ííà ï³äíåñëà äðóãèé òîñò çà çäîðîâ’ÿ
ãîñïîäàð³â, à ïðèñóòí³ çíîâó çàñï³âàëè “Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà”.

Ï³ñëÿ îäíîãîäèííî¿ ïåðåêóñêè êåëüíåðêè
çàñâ³òèëè íà ñòîëàõ ñâ³÷å÷êè òà ïîïðîñèëè ãîñòåé äî îá³äó.
Îá³ä áóâ äóæå îáèëüíèé, êíÿæèé – ð³çí³ ì’ÿñèâà, ñàëàòêè
òà íàïèòêè, âñå áóëî ãàðíå ³ ñìà÷íå. Ïðè ê³íö³ êåëüíåðêè
ïîäàëè þâ³ëåéíèé òîðò òà ñîëîäêå äî êàâè, ãîñò³ ùå ðàç
çàñï³âàëè “ìîëîäÿòàì” Îêñàí³ é Âàñèëåâ³ “Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!”,
à âîíè ïîäÿêóâàëè ãîñòÿì çà ïðèñóòí³ñòü òà çâåëè÷åííÿ
¿õíüîãî ðîäèííîãî ñâÿòà.

Ïðè ê³íö³ ãîäèòüñÿ êîðîòêî çãàäàòè ïðî æèòòºâèé
øëÿõ òà ä³ÿëüí³ñòü íàøèõ äîðîãèõ þâ³ëÿò³â:

Ä-ð Âàñèëü Ìàð÷óê íàðîäèâñÿ 20-ãî ñåðïïíÿ 1922
ðîêó â ñåë³ Îëåñüê íà Âîëèí³. Â 1942 ðîö³ ñêëàâ ìàòóðó â
Ð³âíîìó, à â 1943 ðîö³ ïî÷àâ ñâî¿ ìåäè÷í³ ñòóä³¿ ó Ëüâîâ³,

ÿê³ çàê³í÷èâ ó 1950-îìó ðîö³ ó Ìþíõåí³.
Â öüîìó ñàìîìó ðîö³ ³ìì³´ðóâàâ äî
Àìåðèêè, äå â³äáóâ ³íòåðíàòóðó â øòàò³
Àéîâà òà ïî÷àâ ñâîþ ñïåö³àë³çàö³þ â
çàãàëüí³é õ³ðóð´³¿ â Ñåéíò Åë³çàáåò â
×³êà´î.

Íà äðóãîìó ðîö³ ðåçèäåíòóðè áóâ
ïîêëèêàíèé äî Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ Àðì³¿ ÿê
ë³êàð, â ðàíç³ ñòàðøîãî ëåéòåíàíòà. Â
òðàâí³ 1953 ðîêó, ïî â³äáóòò³ â³éñüêîâîãî
âèøêîëó, áóâ íàïðàâëåíèé â ßïîí³þ, à
ïîò³ì ó Êîðåþ, äå â³äáóâ ñâîþ ñëóæáó ÿê
áàòàëüéîííèé õ³ðóð´ íà ôðîíò³. Ïîâåðíóâ-

øèñü ùàñëèâî äî Àìåðèêè, â³äáóâ ðåøòó ñâîº¿ â³éñüêîâî¿
ñëóæáè ó øïèòàë³ Ôîðò Ãóä â Òåêñàñ³, à ïîò³ì çàê³í÷èâ ñâîþ
õ³ðóðã³÷íó ñïåö³àë³çàö³þ â Êë³âëåíä-Ë³ìà â Îãàéî.

Â 1956 ðîö³ â³í îäðóæèâñÿ ç ïàííîþ Îêñàíîþ Ãîë³ÿí,
ç ÿêîþ âîíè ïîò³ì âèõîâàëè ÷åòâåðî ä³òåé: Ë³äó, Äàíèëà,
Ìàðòó ³ Ìàð³÷êó òà äî÷åêàëèñÿ ùå é âîñüìåðî âíóê³â. Â
1957 ðîö³ ðîäèíà Ìàð÷óê³â ïåðå¿õàëà äî øòàòó ²ëëèíîé, äå
ä-ð Ìàð÷óê â³äêðèâ ñâîþ ïðèâàòíó ë³êàðñüêó ïðàêòèêó ³ ùå
äâà ðîêè ïðîäîâæóâàâ ñâîþ ñïåö³àë³çàö³þ â øïèòàë³
¥³íñäåéë ³ ïðè ²ëëèíîéñüêîìó Óí³âåðñèòåò³ òà óñï³øíî ñêëàâ
óñ³ ³ñïèòè íà äèïëîìîâàíîãî õ³ðóð´à.

Ïîò³ì â³í ñòàâ ÷ëåíîì Êîëå´³¿ Àìåðèêàíñüêèõ
Õ³ðóð´³â òà ïðàöþâàâ õ³ðóð´îì ó òðüîõ øïèòàëÿõ: Hinsdale
Hospital, La Grange Memorial Hospital òà Suburban Hospital
in Hinsdale. Â 1997 ðîö³ ç íàãîäè éîãî 75-ë³òòÿ, ïðåçèäåíò
øïèòàëþ â Ã³íñäåéë òà ïðåçèäåíò øòàáó ë³êàð³â â³äçíà÷èëè
éîãî ïî÷åñíîþ ãðàìîòîþ çà 40-ë³òíþ ïðàöþ äëÿ øïèòàëþ.
Â 1999 ðîö³ â³í â³ä³éøîâ íà çàñëóæåíó åìåðèòóðó.

Êð³ì ïðîôåñ³éíî¿ ïðàö³ ÿê õ³ðóð´ ä-ð Âàñèëü Ìàð÷óê
âêëþ÷èâñÿ ó ãðîìàäñüêå æèòòÿ óêðà¿íñüêî¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
ïàðàô³¿ ñâ. Âîëîäèìèðà, äå áóâ ÷ëåíîì óïðàâè òà ãîëîâîþ
áàòüê³âñüêîãî êîì³òåòó øêîëè óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà, äî ÿêî¿
äî¿æäæàëè âñ³ ÷åòâåðî ¿õ ä³òåé. Òàêîæ áóâ â³í àêòèâíèì
÷ëåíîì Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Ë³êàðñüêîãî Òîâàðèñòâà Ï³âí³÷íî¿
Àìåðèêè (ÓËÒÏÀ) â ×³êà´î, äå â ðîêàõ 1973-75 áóâ ãîëîâîþ
²ëëèíîéñüêîãî â³ää³ëó, à â ðîêàõ 1987-88 ãîëîâîþ ãîëîâíî¿
óïðàâè ÓËÒÏÀ.

Â 1988-90 ðîêàõ áóâ ñï³âîðãàí³çàòîðîì ñëàâíîãî
ë³êàðñüêîãî Êîí´ðåñó Ñâ³òîâî¿ Ôåäåðàö³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ
Ë³êàðñüêèõ Òîâàðèñòâ (ÑÔÓËÒ) â Êèºâ³ òà ó Ëüâîâ³, à ïîò³ì
áðàâ àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü â ³íøèõ êîí´ðåñàõ ³ ë³êàðñüêèõ
êîíâåíö³ÿõ, äå äàâàâ ö³êàâ³ äîïîâ³ä³ ç õ³ðóð´³¿ òà ïèñàâ ñòàòò³
äî “Ë³êàðñüêîãî Â³ñíèêà”. Â 1989 ðîö³ ãîëîâíà óïðàâà ÓËÒÏÀ
â³äçíà÷èëà éîãî ïî÷åñíîþ ãðàìîòîþ.

Ïðèºìíî â³äì³òèòè, ùî ïàíñòâî Ìàð÷óêè â 1992 ðîö³
â³äçíà÷èëè 39-ë³òòÿ ñâîãî ïîäðóæíüîãî æèòòÿ íà Õîðòèö³, à
â 1994 ðîö³ â³äâ³äàëè ð³äí³ îñåë³ â Óêðà¿í³ - Îëåñüê ³ Âîëîäèìèð
Âîëèíñüêèé òà Íåìèð³â – ð³äíå ì³ñòå÷êî Îêñàíè.

Òàêå áóëî æèòòÿ é ä³ÿëüí³ñòü ïàíñòâà Ìàð÷óê³â. Áóëè
æåðòâåíí³ íà óêðà¿íñüê³ êëüòóðí³ é öåðêîâí³ ö³ë³ òà íà ä³òî÷³
îñåðåäêè â Óêðà¿í³. ×åñòü ³ ñëàâà ¿ì íà “Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!”

Îðèñÿ ³ Ïàâëî Ïóíä³¿ ÄÎ ÏÎÄÂ²ÉÍÎÃÎ ÞÂ²ËÅÞ
ä-ðà ÂÀÑÈËß ² ÎÊÑÀÍÈ ÌÀÐ×ÓÊ²Â

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî30 Ðiê LVIII  ×èñ. I, ñ³÷åíü, 2008



2008

College/Young

Adult

Mission Trip to

Ukraine
Sponsored by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA and Children of

Chornobyl Relief and Development Fund

This ministry aids children in special needs orphanages in
Znamyanka and Puhachiv, Ukraine and provide young

adults with an opportunity to deepen their faith. The dates
to serve Christ and His Church are

May 28 - June 15, 2008.
Application deadline January 1, 2008.

Trip cost- $1950
For more information contact the Office

of Youth & Young Adult Ministry at
412-488-9664 or

uocyouth@aol.com
or the Office of Christian Charity at

Imahlay@yahoo.com
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Item #02B Altar Coverings ............................. $600
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned, with

overlaying fringed cloth.

Item #04B Tetrapod Covering ........................ $450
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned, overlaying
fringed cloth.

Item #06B Table of Oblation Covering ...........$350
 Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned

Item #08B Sacristy Table Covering ................ $350
Vestment Fabric, trimmed & buttoned

Item #010B Lectern by altar for books  ........... $325
Poplar, 45o angle top, 42” at the bottom of slanted

top
Item #012B Icon Stand ................................... $325

Poplar, 45o angle top, 36” at the bottom of slanted
top

Items #017B, #018B, #019B .........................$350 each
3 sets of Altar Boys’ Robes

Item #020B, #021B, #022B, #023B, #024B, #025B
6 Wooden Altar Boy Candle Holders.........$90 each

Item #026B Candle Stand for wooden candles ....$75

Items #028B & #029B 2 Processional Banners ......
price to be determined

Item #030B 7-Candle Stand for Altar
........................ price to be determined

Items #037B, 038B, #039B, #040B, #041B, #042B
6 Upholstered Benches ........................ $325 each

Item #043B Nativity Icon over the Table of Oblation
....................... $850

Item #044B Liturgical Service Books.............. $600

Item #050B Chandelier (5 foot diameter)
........................ price to be determined

The UOL Fund to Furnish the ChapelThe UOL Fund to Furnish the ChapelThe UOL Fund to Furnish the ChapelThe UOL Fund to Furnish the ChapelThe UOL Fund to Furnish the Chapel
at All Saints Campat All Saints Campat All Saints Campat All Saints Campat All Saints Camp

Furnishings Still Available for Sponsorship

The 18th Regular Sobor of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. was a great time to begin the final phase
of fund-raising for the Chapel at All Saints Camp. The list of necessary furnishings for the chapel was presented to
the Sobor body and many gracious and generous parishes and individuals either made outright donations or pledged
sponsorship of some of the items on the list.

Multiple Donors are Requested for a Year’s Supply
of:

Item #051B Incense ....................................... $ 70
Item #052B Charcoal Briquettes..................... $ 45
Item #053B Candles (1000) .............................$190

Please contact Pani Matka Mary Anne
Nakonachny at (440) 885-1509 or via e-mail at
nackos3201@aol.com to confirm availability of any
specific item.

Sincerest thanks are extended to the most recent
individuals and organizations for their pledges, general
fund donations, and sponsorship of furnishings. May God
bless you all!!

Pittsburgh Deanery
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Carteret, NJ

- Chapel Change
St. John’s Senior UOL, Johnson City, NY
St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Ambridge, PA
St. Vladimir’s Senior UOL, Ambridge, PA
Junior National Executive Board of the UOL
Diocesan Church School Camp - Chapel Change

Victor & Maria Bucharew
The Burgan Family
Mr. George Fedoriw
Rev. & Pani Matka John Haluszcak
Hans M. Harasimchuk
Richard Jendras
Very Rev. Nestor Kowal
Mrs. Cynthia Arson Lenczuk
Luba B. Lewytzkyj
Rev. Taras Naumenko
Mr. Joseph J. Novicky
Ted & Helen Pershyn
Tony & Anne Rizzo
alya Slinko-Shevchuk
Cassandra Wenz
John & Mary
Woroniak
Jane K. Yavarow
Rev. Z. Zharsky

Still available for sponsorship are the following items:
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AsleepAsleepAsleepAsleepAsleep
in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...in the Lord...

As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007

Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...Holy Baptism...
As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007As of 12/4/2007

Chmeliwskyj, Maxym Dymitri baptized and
chrismated on November 25, 2007, in Holy Trinity
Church, Goshen, IN child of Mark Chmeliwskyj and
Kimberli Schmidtke. Sponsors: Michael McConnell and
Llissa Krull. Celebrated by Fr. Andrii Pokotylo.
Conrad, Olena Cecilia baptized and chrismated on October
21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child of Robert
T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: John Herbowy and
Susan George. Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Semko.
Conrad, Theodore Nicholas baptized and chrismated on
October 21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child
of Robert T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: Patrick
Cooley and Lesia Roback. Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Semko.
Conrad, Gretchen Estelle baptized and chrismated on October
21, 2007, in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Utica, NY child of Robert
T. Conrad and Alexia Herbowy. Sponsors: Bohdan Herbowy
and Janet Sampson. Celebrated by Fr. Ivan Semko.
Davis, Nickolas Andrew baptized and chrismated on
November 25, 2007, in Holy Ghost Church, Slickville, PA child
of Robert Davis and Lone Ferretti. Sponsors: Jason Davis and
Jennifer Dneaster. Celebrated by Fr. Robert Popichak.
Krull, Emerson Alexandra LillyBelle baptized and chrismated
on November 25, 2007, in Holy Trinity Church, Goshen, IN child
of Shawn Krull and Lissaw Chmeliwskyj. Sponsors: Mark
Chmeliwskyj and Olivia (Olga) Hite. Celebrated by Fr. Andrii
Pokotylo.
Singh, Gregory baptized and chrismated on October 27, 2007,
in Sts. Peter & Paul Chapel Church, Kerhonkson, NY child of
Inder Singh Inderpreet Singh and Nadia Dac. Sponsors: Mark
Korytko and Ia Dac Korytko. Celebrated by Fr, Yuryi Bazylevsky.

Snihurowycz-Blum, Eugenia Ulana chrismated on August
4, 2007 in Sts. Peter & Paul Chapel Church, Kerhonkson, NY
child of Taras Yuri Snihurowyca and Daria Olha Nyzankiwsfa.
Sponsors:  and . Celebrated by Fr. Yuryi Bazylevsky.
Tkachuk, Elena Elizabeta baptized and chrismated on October
13, 2007, in St. Andrew Cathedral Church, Silver Spring, MD
child of Yuriy Tkachuk and Rachael Cook. Sponsors: Brian Cook
and Maryna Tkachuk. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Steliac.
Yaremchuk, Evan John baptized and chrismated on November
24, 2007, in St. Michael & St. George Church, Minneapolis, MN
child of Ivan Mikhail Yaremchuk and Sana Olyan. Sponsors:
Alexey Alexander Grinyaev and Anastasia Ilinichna Grinberg.
Celebrated by Fr. Evhen Kumka.

Backes, Melanie M. (Mazur) of Southington, CT, on November
16, 2007, at age of 58, funeral November 20, 2007, officiating
clergy Fr. Stephen Masliuk of  St. Mary Parish, New Britain, CT.
Cotch, Tekla Bomba of Troy, NY, on November 18, 2007, at
age of 89, funeral November 26, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Paul Szewczuk of  St. Nicholas Parish, Troy, NY.
Haponuk, Fred J. of Stoneham, MA, on November 5, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 8, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Roman Tarnavsky of  St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.
Kishton, Katherine A. of Kent, OH, on November 16, 2007,
at age of 59, funeral November 29, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
John Harvey of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH.
Koss, Peter P. of Great Lakes, MD, on November 6, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 14, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Frank Estocin of  St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Lazeration, Peter of Marion Center, PA, on November 7, 2007,
at age of 82, funeral November 11, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
George Hnatko of  St. John Parish, Dixonville, PA.
Marusha, Helen Kay of Dixonville, PA, on November 4, 2007,
at age of 53, funeral November 7, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
George Hnatko of  St. John Parish, Dixonville, PA.
Miroschenko, Valentina of Fallbrook, CA, on November 1,
2007, at age of 77, funeral November 10, 2007, officiating
clergy Fr. Vasyl Shtelen of  St. Andrew Parish, Los Angeles, CA.
Moody, Philip O. of Mattapan, MA, on October 25, 2007, at
age of 94, funeral October 29, 2007, officiating clergy Fr. Roman
Tarnavsky of  St. Andrew Parish, Boston, MA.
Pelensky, Walter J of Philadelphia, PA, on November 4, 2007,
at age of 84, funeral November 16, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Frank Estocin of  St. Vladimir Parish, Philadelphia, PA.
Petro Sr., Thomas of Emmaus, PA, on November 20, 2007, at
age of 90, funeral November 24, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Myron Oryhon of  Protection of the Holy Theotokos Parish,
Allentown, PA.
Senedak, Peter of Vienna, OH, on November 14, 2007, at age
of 81, funeral November 19, 2007, officiating clergy Fr. John
Harvey of  Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH.
Temchack, Ann of Houtzdale, PA, on November 7, 2007, at
age of 86, funeral November 10, 2007, officiating clergy Fr.
Paul Bigelow of  St. Vladimir Parish, Smithmill, PA.
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Please remember in your prayers...
   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàìÂi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!ÿòü!
Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!Memory Eternal!

JANUARY-ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY-ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY-ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY-ÑI×ÅÍÜJANUARY-ÑI×ÅÍÜ

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî34

28th 1942 - PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK
27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR
  6th 1958 - FR. STEFAN VULCHYN
  9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK
  9th 1968 - PROTOPRIEST LEV  WESOLOWSKY
26th 1974 - PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL
  9th 1984 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK
28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURIJ HULEY
17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST  TYT MELNYCHUK
13th 1996 - REV. GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY
19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY
10th 2002 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ

t ime did not work, and my elderly
grandmother. It wasn’t easy. But the Merciful
God sees the difficulties of every human
being and does not allow him to collapse
under the weight of his cross. And so, with
God’s help, I have studied at the Theological
Academy of Ivano Frankivsk and was chosen
to study at the St. Sophia Seminary in South
Bound Brook, NJ, USA.

As I mentioned before, during the
studies in Ukraine it hasn’t been easy, but
somehow there were always good people
around ready to help. I am deeply grateful
to Mrs. Lyuba Levytsky for her financial aid,
and I’ll always remember her in my prayers.
It was she who helped us students who had
to pay tuition, which although not too high,
still reflected negatively on the finances of
our parents.

At the present I am a student at St.
Sophia Seminary. I am profoundly grateful
to Archbishop Antony and the Seminary
faculty for having taken me on as a student.

I thank you all from the bottom of
my heart.

(Conclusion from p. 21)

Ivan
Kostyshyn
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F O C U S
P a r i s h

Our CoOur CoOur CoOur CoOur Covvvvvererererer............... Served by Fr. Paisius McGrath

Holy Virgin Church
Arnold, PA

My life began four years before my present
existence. It was a humble beginning... just a small flame
within the hearts of my people, fanned by the hand of
God and the desire of our Ukrainian forefathers to
establish a church. I called upon the Very Rev. Leon
Kushnir and on October 4, 1925 the first Divine Liturgy
was served in a temporary church on Leishman and
Rankin Street.

By the autumn of 1928 a growing need for a
new church became apparent. It was decided to purchase
property at 1701 Kenneth Avenue in Arnold, the site of
our present church. The foundation was laid on November
1928 and by Christian love the lower section of the church
was complete. Our present edifice was completed during
the latter part of November 1929 and was recorded in
the name “The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Holy
Virgin”. What a great and glorious day for me as now I
was able to render unto the creator my reason for being
- to glorify God. Our beautiful stained glass windows
were installed and blessed by His Excellency the Most
Rev. Archbishop Mstyslav, June 7, 1953.

Through the years I have seen many received
into a new life with Christ through Baptism and
Chrismation. Many happy couples have worn the crowns
of Christ through the mystery of Holy Matrimony. And
sadly, so many of our faithful left this earthly abode
and entered the kingdom of God through the singing of
“memory eternal” as they bid farewell to my sacred
walls.

My walls resound with the absorption of so many
prayers, Lord have mercies and the blessing of incense. I
see many on their knees offering their reverence to God
and their loved ones. In one mind and one heart my
people sing in thanksgiving to almighty God, for His mercy,
that loving Him and one another we might confess the
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

Although my pews are no longer filled, I know
those in my presence love me and need me for a place
they can unite with God. Through their grace and love
for each other, I will continue to be a place where Heaven
and Earth meet.

I am indeed grateful to all our spiritual leaders
who so nobly served the Divine Liturgy and our people
within my walls. Through all my good and bad times I
remain The Holy Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

HAHAHAHAHAVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOURVE YOU MADE YOUR
UOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUNDUOW PRESS FUND
CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?CONTRIBUTION?

×È ÂÈ Â×È ÂÈ Â×È ÂÈ Â×È ÂÈ Â×È ÂÈ ÂÆÅ ÇÆÅ ÇÆÅ ÇÆÅ ÇÆÅ ÇËËËËËÎÎÎÎÎÆÈËÈÆÈËÈÆÈËÈÆÈËÈÆÈËÈ
ÑÂÑÂÑÂÑÂÑÂÎÞ ÏÎÎÞ ÏÎÎÞ ÏÎÎÞ ÏÎÎÞ ÏÎÆÅÐÒÂÆÅÐÒÂÆÅÐÒÂÆÅÐÒÂÆÅÐÒÂÓÓÓÓÓ

ÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÎÂÈÉ ÔÎÂÈÉ ÔÎÂÈÉ ÔÎÂÈÉ ÔÎÂÈÉ ÔÎÍÄÎÍÄÎÍÄÎÍÄÎÍÄ
 ²ì’ÿ/Name

 Àäðåñà/ Address

 Ïîæåðòâà/Donation

Äÿêóºìî çà Âàøó ï³äòðèìêó!
Thank You

for Your Continuing Support!

UOW
PO Box 495

South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

By H.P.K.
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P. O. Box 495
 South Bound Brook, NJ   08880

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN UKRAINIAN      ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX ORTHODOX      CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH      OF OF OF OF OF      THE THE THE THE THE      USAUSAUSAUSAUSA
OFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONSOFFICE   OF   PUBLIC   RELATIONS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî
Ukrainian Orthodox Word

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
July 30 - August 3, 2008

Hosted by St. John the Baptist UOL Chapters
Johnson City, NY

New Year Malanka
19 January, 2008

St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
Carteret, NJ

Metropolitan Council Meeting
7-9 February, 2008
Metropolia Center

South Bound Brook, NJ

Three Holy Hierarchs Seminary Chapel Feast Day
12 February, 2008

St. Sophia Theological Seminary
South Bound Brook, NJ

90th Parish Anniversary
8 June, 2008

Holy Ascension Parish
Maplewood, NJ

All Saints Camp Chapel Blessing
21-22 June, 2008
All Saints Camp

Emlenton, PA

Clergy Lenten Conference
30 March - 2 April, 2008

Antiochian Village
Ligonier, PA

College Mission Trip to Ukrainian Orphanages
28 May - 15 June, 2008

Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry and Christian Charity

Church School Camp
21 June - 5 July, 2008

All Saints Camp - Ages 9-13
Emlenton, PA

Teenage Conference
6-19 July, 2008

All Saints Camp - Ages 13-18
Emlenton, PA

High School Mission Trip to Toronto
10-17 August, 2008

Sponsored by the Consistory Offices of Youth
 and Young Adult Ministry

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
4-8 August, 2008

All Saints Camp - Ages 4-8 + (Parents)
Emlenton, PA

17th Annual Y-town Jr. UOL Lock-In
17-18 February, 2008

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish - Youngstown, OH
Contact Diane Senedak at dkssenny@aol.com


