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THE PASCHAL EPISTLE

of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox
Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine for 2014 in the
Year of Our Lord

To the Reverend Clergy, the Deaconate in Christ, Venerable Monastics
and all the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church beyond the borders of Ukraine

and on Ukrainian native land,
Chiist is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

For almost 2,000 years these words have been uttered with great joy and spiritual
strength from the lips of millions of Christians all over the world. The Resurrection of Christ
forms the greatest event that has changed forever their lives and that has fulfilled the meaning
and hope for the future.

The Holy Orthodox Church calls Pascha the Feast of Feasts and the Festival of Festivals.
(Easter Matins, Canticle 8). The Lord’s Pascha is celebrated by the entire Christian world,
but only the Orthodox Church celebrates with such illumination and immense excitement,
expressing through her Paschal services, the deep spiritual joy and the triumph of life over
death.

For Orthodox Christians the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection becomes the greatest
event in their personal life because, now, the day of their birth and the day of their death
carry different meaning and importance. By His Holy Resurrection, Christ overcomes death
and grants people eternal life. The Holy Apostle Paul writes, “If Christ had not risen, then
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our preaching is empty and our faith is empty.” (1 Cor 15: 14) Without the Lord’s Resurrection, the Church of
Christ would not exist, salvation would be impossible and faith would be futile. There would be no hope, no
everlasting life and Christianity would exist like a school of philosophy, having a teacher for a limited group
of disciples.

God did not leave us orphans in this world, imbued with sins and death. He did not forget us, His prodigal
children. He did not leave His creation in the darkness of sin and damnation. With love for us, He sent His
Only-Begotten Son. From the time of the birth of the Son of God, born from the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem,
the Bethlehem star shone in the heavens for the entire world, showing humans the road to God through the
darkness of sin and death. For God loved us so much that He even gave His Only-Begotten Son to death so
that we should not die, but have eternal life. Yet, Christ is risen, and by His death, He overcame death.

St. John Chrysostom in his sixth homily about Pascha writes, “The sacred rays of Christ’s light already
shine; the long and dark night is absorbed; cloudy death is hidden; life is open for everyone; all things are
fulfilled; Great Christ appears to everyone in inexhaustible light, brighter than the sun.” We can compare
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ to a star in the dark. It shows us that the road and the Resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ is brighter than the light of the sun, according to St. John Chrysostom. As we all know,
there is no life without sunlight. Without the Holy Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, true life, eternal life,
cannot exist for us.

In the Holy Gospel we learn that, when He appeared to His Disciples after His Holy Resurrection, the
first greeting of our Lord Jesus Christ was: “Peace be with you.” He repeated these words on many occasions
and they carry great meaning. With His Holy Resurrection, the Lord provides us with an opportunity for
the forgiveness of sins and for unity with Him, and through Him, peace and harmony with oneself, with
our neighbours and with all creation in the world. In this year 2014, from the time of the Nativity of our
Lord, Ukraine continues to experience its greatest trial since achieving independence. With pain, anxiety and
prayers, we beseech that our Risen Lord bestow peace upon the long-suffering people of Ukraine so that,
after the anguish and tribulations which they continue to endure, our Ukrainian nation will witness the light
of the Holy Resurrection on its own land in peace.

With hierarchical blessings,

7 YURIJ, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
1+ ANTONY, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
Locum Tenens Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
T IOAN, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora
+ JEREMIAH, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America
1 ILARION, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
7 ANDRIY, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ DANIEL, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
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Beimmkoane IociaaHus

Hocriitnoi Kondepenuii
Ykpaincbkux [IpaBociaaBaux €nuckomnis
no3a Me:xxamu YKpainu 'y 2014 poui boxkomy

Bceuecnomy [[yxoeencmay, ¢ Xpucmi /uaxoncmsy, [Ipenooobnomy Yepneymay i Bcim
Bipnum Vkpaincekoi [lpasocnasnoi Llepkeu nosa mexcamu Yxpainu i Ha ii pioHux 3emsx,

Bxxe 61M3bKO JBOX TMUCAY POKIB 3ByYaThb Lji C10BA 3 HEBUMOBHOK PAfICTHO i YXOBHOMK
CWA0I0 3 YCT MiIbMOHIB XPUCTUAH MO LiIOMY CBITI.

BoCKpecCiHHA XpUCTOBe CTaNo MOAIE, AKa HA3aBXAM 3MiHUAA TX XWUTTH i HAMOBHWUIO
CMUCIOM i Hafi€lo HA ManbyTHe. CeaTta lMpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa Ha3nBaE Macxy NpasHUKOM
MPA3HWKIB | TOPXKECTBO i3 TOPXECTB (BennkogHsa YTpens, [pmoc 8). Macxy XpuctoBy CBATKYE
BCE XPUCTUAHCTBO, asie TiNbku MpaBoc/iaBHa LiepkBa CBATKYE MOro Tak CBIT/IO | 3BOPYLLIMBO,
BMPAXKAKOUM CBOIMM MACXANbHUMMK BOrOCAYXIHHAMW TIMOOKY AYXOBHY PagicTb i Tpiymd
NepemMoru XXuUTTa Haf CMepTIO.

[N npaBoCcnaBHOrOXPUCTUAHNHA CBATKYBAHHA BOCKpeCiHHA Xp1CTOBOro HanBaXnBilla
nofis B 0COOMCTOMY XMTTi, 60 HABITb BAACHMIA JeHb HAPOMAXEHHS i leHb CMepTi BXe MaloTb
iHWe 3HAaYeHHa | BaX/MBICTb. CBOIM BOCKpeCiHHAM XpUCTOC nepemir cMepTb i JIOAMHI
[APOBAHO BiYHe XMUTTH. CBATWI anocton Maeno nuwe: “Gkio Xpucroc He BOCKpec, TO 1
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NpONoBiAb HaLA apeMHa, AapeMHa i Bipa Hawwa” (1 Kop.15:14). be3 BockpeciHHS XpUCTOBOrO He iCHYBao
0 LlepkBmn XpUCTOBOI, cnaciHHsi 0yno 6 HeMOXAMBUM, Bipa apeMHa, He 6yno 6 Hagji, BiYHICTb HeJOCTYMHa,
XPUCTUSHCTBO O icHYBano ik dinocopcbka Ko 3 CBOIM Yuntenem A 00MEXeHOI KibKOCTi YYeHMKIB.

bor He MOKMHYB HAC CMPOTaMM B LibOMY CBITi HAMOBHEHOMY TPIXOM i CMepTIo. BiH He 3abyB npo
Hac - Moro ONyAHMX [iTeN, He 3aIMWKUB CBOE TBOPIHHS Y TeMpsBi rpixa i nekna. BiH 3 o00OBi Ao Hac
nocnas y Lel cBiT CBOro €anHopofHoro CuHa. Big yacy HapomxeHHs CuHa boxoro y Budneemi Big [liBn
Mapii, Budneemcbka 3ipka 3acisna B Hebi Ha BeCb CBIT, NOKa3ytoun Aopory Ao bora Ans noacbkoro pogy
B TeMpABI rpixa i cMepTi. Ane bor Tak Hac noobmB, WO BifAAB HABITb HA cMepTb CBOro €AMHOPOAHOTO
CvHa, OO My He 3arviHyAW, 2 Maan XUTTS BiuHe. Ane XpucToc Bockpec, CBOEID CMepTIO Nepemir CMepTb.

CBATWIA [0aH 30/10TOYCT B LLOCTOMY C/I0Bi MO [Macxy roBopuTh: “CBALLEHHE NPOMiIHHA XpUCTOBOTO
CBIT/1Aa BXe 3acA/10, HiY AOBra i TeMHa NoranHeHa, NoxmMypa CMepTb NPUXOBAHA, XWUTTA BCIM BIAKpUTE,
BCe HAMOBHEHEe HEBUYEPMHUM CBITIOM, BENMKMI XPUCTOC ABAAETLCA Nepes, YCima CBITifliLe 3a COHLE".
AKWo HapomkeHHsa locnoja Haworo Icyca Xpucta MOXHa MOPIBHATU 3 MOABOI [A0POroBKasyoyol
3ipKM B CYLiIbHIN TEMHOTI, TO BOCKpeciHHA XpuCToBe 3 CBITIOM CBIT/iWMM 3a COHLe, 3rigHo CB. loaHa
30/10TOYCTOrO. 1K MM 3HAEMO 0€3 COHAYHOrO CBITIA HEMOXMBE XMUTTA. be3 CBITNOro BOCKpeCiHHS
XpWCTOBOrO NPaBAMBE XNTTA — XUTTA BiuHe HEMOX/IVBE /19 HAC.

3 CB. €BaHrenia Ham BiOMO, LLO NepLIMM NPUBITAHHAM HaLLoro focnoga CBOIM y4eHuKam nicis
BockpeciHHs Oynu cioBa: “Mup Bam!” Lii cnosa BiH NOBTOptOBaB HEOHOPA30BO | BOHM MalOTb 0COOAMBE
3Ha4yeHHa. CBOIM BockpeciHHAM bor Japye HaM MOXMBICTb MPOLLEHHSA HALUWX TPiXiB, MPUMUPEHHS 3
Hum, a 4epe3 Hboro Mup i rapMoHist 3 caMum cobolo, 3 HaLLMMK BAVXKHIMM | 3 yYCiM COTBOPEHUM CBITOM.

B ueit 2014 pik Big Pi3aBa Xp1CTOBOro, KOAW YKpaiHa NepexxmBaE HavBaxui BUNPoOyBaHHS Bif,
yacy i He3anexHocTi, M1 3 6onem, TPUBOTOK | MOANTBOK 3BEPTAEMOCH 40 Bockpeciioro Xpucra 3
NpOXaHHAM aapyeatn Moro Mup baratocTpaxaaabHOMY YKpaiHCbKOMY Hapomy, Wwob Hall HapoA mics
MYK i CTPXAaHb, AKMX BiH TepnuTb, Nobaume CBiTI0 CBATOrO BOCKPECiHHS Ha CBOI 3eMAi B CNOKOI.

3 apxuepeticbkumu 61a20C108EHHAMU,

+ FOPIM, Mutpomnonur
Vkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu Kanaau
+ AHTOHIM, Murpomnonut
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu CLIA
MicueOmoctutens Ykpaincbkoi [IpaBocnasHoi Llepksu B Jliacmopi
T IOAH, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincekoi [IpaBocnaBHoi Llepksu B Jliacmopi
T EPEMIS, Apxuenuckon
VYkpaincekoi [TpaBocnaBnoi €mapxii
Bpasunii Ta [liBneHHOT AMEpHKH
T IJIAPIOH, €nuckon
Vkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu Kanaau
+ AHIPIH, €mmckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu Kanaau
1 JAHMIJI, €muckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocnasnoi Llepksu CLIA



