EPISTLE
of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox
Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine

Feast of the Nativity of our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ 2014/2015

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Beyond the Borders of Ukraine
and to our Brothers and Sisters of the Faith in Ukraine:

Beloved brothers and sisters:
Chuist is SPovn!

“Do not be afraid...”

These are the words of the angel to the shepherds when
he announces that a Savior has been born for us. “Do not
be afraid” is also the greeting the angel gave to Zechariah in
announcing the birth of John the Baptist and to the Mother of &
God in announcing the birth of Jesus. Finally, the Lord in His
own words often tells people not to be afraid: “Fear is useless;
what is needed is trust.”

There are many reasons for us to be afraid this sacred
Nativity (Christmas) time. The atrocities of the world have
displaced countless people and devastated many homes. The unspeakable tragedy in the ancestral homeland
of Ukraine has left us reeling at the force of evil.

Itis in this context that we, the bishops of the Church address you this sacred Nativity/Christmas season.
Yet, we are together in spirit of Christ with the suffering world around us. It is good that we are together. It
is good that we hear words of hope in the midst of fear. It is understandable that we are afraid and that we
question where God is in the midst of so much tragedy.

On this day of glorious celebration for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we send our warm
and heartfelt greeting to all the children, youth, adults and seniors of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church
throughout the world. We prayerfully want you to know that the love and prayers of your spiritual fathers
surround you during this Nativity/Christmas holiday as you gather for prayer and fellowship with friends and
family.

Nativity of Christ is the feast of light. On Christmas Eve, the glory of the Lord enveloped the shepherds
- with the pure light of heaven and they were filled with great fear as the angel of the Lord gave them the Good -
= News of the birth of the Savior. The God child born at Bethlehem is the Word of God made flesh, the true light .~
that enlightens all who are born into this world.

Nativity of Christ is the feast of peace. The angels from heaven proclaimed it so, as they .
__announced the birth of the Son of God, and sang in the very first Christmas carol: “Glory to




God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.” Every Nativity season, the words
“Sleep in heavenly peace” are sung in our churches, in our homes, in the streets and at
Bethlehem.

Nativity is the feast of love. It is a mystery for which we need wide-open eyes and a renewed heart
to adore the Love of God. His love compels us to love our brothers and sisters, especially the ones who suffer
most the consequences of disasters and economic crisis and those who suffer loneliness, pain and infirmity.
Remember, Nativity/Christmas experience does not happen where there is no love, because the message of
the birth of Jesus is the message of the love that was born and gave of itself for the salvation of the world.

During these days of the year, the Lord reminds us that only those who love and have the heart of a
child understand and live Nativity/Christmas experience, which is the mystery of sharing. Those who do not
love and who enclose themselves in their selfishness, will go through Christmas without celebrating it in their
hearts and in their lives.

A child - born for us! Life! Light! Joy! Peace! These are the images we treasure during this holy season.
Yet, as He lies in the wooden manger, we can already foresee the impending suffering of the wood of the Cross
with the senseless slaughter of the Holy Innocents to appease the vanity of Herods of the modern age.

Our lives are a mix of good and evil, of joy and sorrow, of hope and despair, of happiness and pain. As
we look upon this Child with awe, we are only too aware of the death of children who never get a chance! This
Child causes us to fall down in worship, praise and thanksgiving; the holy innocents of our own time cause us
to question the values of a world where one person’s choice trumps another person’s life!

Nativity/Christmas is a time to rejoice and give thanks for the gift and blessings of life. It is also a time
to be generous toward others who may not be so blessed - so that the life of each one and of all might be
nurtured and supported - and together we might turn to the Author of Life and give profound thanks. May
your prayer, worship and acts of charity to those in need this Christmas lead you to a profound encounter
with Christ!

Beloved clergy, brothers and sisters in Christ, we send you our sincere Nativity of our Lord greetings, and
we pray that the light of the first Nativity shines on you and your loved ones. We pray that He may grant you
the gift of deep faith and the enduring joy of a new appreciation of God’s great love for you and your loved
ones.

May you have a merry and holy Christmas and a blessed New 2015 Year of our Lord!
With hierarchical blessings,

T YURIJ, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANTONY, Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
Locum Tenens Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ IOAN, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ JEREMIAH, Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America

+ ILARION, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANDRIY, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ DANIEL, Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA




IHocaaHHS
IHocriinnoi Kondepenuii Ykpaincbkux IlpaBociiaBaux
€CunuckoniB mo3za Mexamu YKpaiHu

Cesro PizaBa I'ocnona bora i
Cnaca namoro Icyca Xpucra 2014/2015

IIpenooobnum omysam, Mmonawecmeay ma ycim 6ipHuM
Yxpaincvkoi Ilpasocnasnoi []epkeu noza mexcamu Yxpainu
ma Hawum opamam i cecmpam no Bipi ¢ Yrpaini:

VYarobneni opamu i cecmpu:

%ﬁaf/mﬂc %Wym/oc.;z/
«He bitimecs ... »

Lle cnoBa aHrena [0 nactyxiB, KOAW BiH 3BICTUB 1M,
Wo Ans Hac Hapoamscs Cnacutenb. «He OGiiics»  Takox
Oyno NpUBITAHHAM aHrena A0 3axapii, 3BilLAYM KoMy Mpo
HapOMKEHHs loaHa XpecTutend. 3 TakMM Xe MNPUBITAHHAM
aHren 3BiCTMB boropoauui npo HapoxeHHa lcyca XpucTa.
focnogp Haw lcyc Xpuctoc y CBOIX CnoBax TaKOX 4acTto
roBOpUTH MofsaM He 6ostucs: “CTpax € MapHUM; BCe L0
noTpibHo - goBipa.”

B wio cBsLeHHY Pi3aBsHy nopy y Hac € 6arato npuynH
100 boATUCA. XKaxNuBi NOAi CBITY 3aCTaBUAN HE3NIYEHHY KiNbKICTb Ntofel BTIKaTh 3 CBOI JOMIBOK 3a/1MLLAI0YN
iX cnycToleHnMn. Tparefist Ha HaLwiv NpabaTbKiBLUMHI YKPAiHi, SKy HEMOXIMBO ONWUCATK i Bif, AKOI BAXKO
OroBTATMCA, CUNbHO NOTPACNA HAC y 6OpOTLOI 3i 310M.

Came B LbOMY KOHTEKCTi MW, enuckonu LiepkBu 3BEpPTAEMOCS A0 BaC B Liel CBSALIEHHWIA Pi3aBsAHWIA
yac. Y ayci XpuctoBoMy My TPYMAEMOCS Pa30M 3 CTPXAAIOUMM CBITOM HABKOMO Hac. | Le aobpe, Wwo mu
pa3oMm. [1Jo6pvM € Te, L0 MM YYEMO CNOBA HAfii B XBUAMHM cTpaxy. Camo3po3yminmm € Te, Lo My H6oimocs,
CYMHIBA€EMOCS a 4aCOM HaBITb 3anNnUTyeMo cebe fie € bor B TakMil BaXKKMiA yac.

Y uei ypounctmin feHb cnaBHoro Pisasa lfocnopa Haworo i Cnaca Icyca Xpucra, My WiemMo Haldi Teni
Ta CepleyHi BiTaHHA BCIM AiTAM, MO0, JOPOCIUM Ta JIOAAM MOXMIOr0o BiKy Hawoi CBATOI YKpPAIHCbKOI
[paBocnaBHoi LiepkBu No BCbOMY CBIiTi. My MOIMTOBHO X04eMo, W00 BM 3HaW, WO 110O0B i MOAMUTBM BALLIMX
AYXOBHWX OTL,iB NepebyBatoTb 3 BAMM B YAC LMX Pi3ABSHMX CBAT, KOW BM Pa30M 3 CBOIMM APY35MM Ta POAMHOIO
306Mpa€eTecs Ha CNibHY MONUTBY.

Pi3anBo XpucToBe Le CBATO CBiTAA. B Haseuip'a Pi3gBa, cnasa 0CNOAHA OrOpHYAa MacTyxiB CBITAUM
HeOECHVM CAVIBOM, | BOHW HAMOBHUAWCS BEAVNKMM CTPAXOM, KOAW aHren FOCMoAHiN 3BiCTVB iM Onary BiCTKY
Npo HapomkeHHs Cnacutens. bor-auTa, Wo Hapoamecs y Budneemi € ChoBom boxum, WO BOMIOTMAOCS,
ICTUHHWUM CBIT/IOM, AK€ NPOCBIYYE BCiX, XTO HAPOXKYETbCA HA LIEN CBIT.

Pi3nBo XpucToBe Lie CBATO MUpY. Tak NPOro/iowyBanu aHrenu 3 Heba, Konm BOHM 3BilLanm
Npo HapokeHHst CrHa Boxoro, Ta cniBaiu nepluy PiaBsHy konaaky: “CnaBa BO BULLHIX
\._/\ (}-'.




bory, i MMp ntoasam Ha 3emni.” KoxxHoro Pi3aBa, cnosa “CnoyvBae B TUXIM CHI”, L0 O3HAYAE
‘CnouynBae B MMpI” YyTH B HALUMX LiepKBaX, B HALLMX OyAMHKaxX Ta Ha Bymuax Budneemy.

Pi3BO Lie cBATO N1000BI. Lle TaliHa, Ans fKoi Ham NOTPIOHI LUMPOKO BiAKPUTI OYi Ta OHOBAEHE
cepue 1ob Bennuatu Niobos boxy. Moro J1tobos 3acTaBnsie Hac MobUTH CBOIX OpaTis i cectep, a 0c06AMBO
TWX, XTO CTPAXKAAE Bifl HACIAKIB CTUXINHUX INX, EKOHOMIYHOT KpK3K, CAMOTHOCTI, 60/10 Ta Hemoui. Mam’aTainmo,
LLLO SIKLLLO Y HAC He Oyae Nto0OoBI, M1 He BiZYYEMO KM € Npasayee Pi3aso, ToMy Lo XprcToc, 3 mo00Bi [0 Hac,

HapOAMBCS i Biaas cebe 3apain CNACiHHA CBITY.

Y Ui AHi poKy, focnofp Harafye Ham, Lo TiNbKK Ti, XTO NoOUTb | Ma€e cepLie K y Manoi AUTUHN PO3YyMitloTb
TaEMHUMLIO Pi3aBa. Ti, XTO He BMIE N10OMTM Ta BiLOKPeMIOe cebe Bif, iHLLMX CBOIM €roi3aMoM, Pi3aBa Hikoaw
NpaBAMBO HE CBATKYBATUMYTb Hi B CBOEMY CepLi, Hi B XKUTTI.

Anta — Hapoawmnocs ans Hac! Xutta! Ceitno! Papicte! Mup! Lle yecHoTH, ski MM MOBWHHI LiHYBaTy
B Yac LLi€i CBATKOBOI NOpU poKy. [MBASUNCH HA Lie HEMOBAS, sIKe NeXUTb Y AepeB’sHMX acnax, Mu 6aunmo
CTPaXKAAHHS, sKi B MalbyTHbOMY YekatoTb Ha Hboro Ha XpecHomy [ipeBi, Ta XOPCTOKe BOMBCTBO HEBUHHMX
AiTell HALLOro Yacy CyyacHMMK LapsiMu Ipogamu, Wwob 3acnokoiT CBOE CamontoOCTBO.

Hawe XuTTs cknagaeTbes 3 aobpa i 3na, pafocTi i cMyTKy, Hagii i Bigyato, wacts i 6onto. Aueasuncs
3 0NaroroBiHHAM Ha e OuTa-XpucTa, 3aaymManmocs Haf CMepTio YCiX TUX [iTei, ki HIKoAW He OTpUMan
MOX/IMBOCTI »uTu! Lle T 3aCTaBNse HAC NPUNACTM HA KOMiHA 3 MOKNOHIHHAM, MOJMTBOIO, MOXBAJI0K Ta
noasKoto; yOUTI [iTM HALLOMO Yacy 3MYLLIYIOTb HAC CYMHIBATUCA HAL LIHHOCTAIMM MOJEPHOrO CBITY, e BUOip
OLLHI€El NIOAMHN MOXKe 3a0paTv XUTTS iHLWOT NtoaNHN!

Pi3nB0/Pi3aBsHi CBATA € NOPOIO PAOCTI Ta NOAAKM 3a yCi 61aroCI0BEHHS Y HALLIOMY XMTTI. Lie Takox yac,
OyTv 4OOPO3NUANBKM [10 THX, XTO He € HACTI/IbKM B1AroCNOBEHHNM K MM — 0D XXUTTS KOXHOTO 30Kpema Ta
yCiX pa3oM MOI/10 PO3BMBATUCSA | MATPUMYBATUCA - | MM pa3om Morn 6 3BepHyTUCS A0 COTBOpUTENS KUTTS
3 LMPOLO NOASKOI. Hexan Bawwi MoanTBM Ta Ao0pi fina ans Tvx, XxTo noTpedye B Lie Pi3fBo npuBeae Bac A0
OAMXKYOro po3ymiHHs 3 Xpuctom!

BceyecHi oTui Ta fopori 6patu i cectpu y XpuwCTi, MM WemMo Bam wmpi BiTaHHS 3 Haroau Pi3gsa
XpUCTOBOrO, i MM MOAMMOCS, OO CBITAO MepLioro Pi3ABa CBITUO Ha BAC i BaWMX OAMXKHIX. MU Moimmocs,
o6 Xpucrtoc 0baapyBaB Bac rimbOKoI0 Bipol Ta JOBrOTPUBA/IOK PAJICTIO LiHYBaHHs Oe3mexHoi NtoboBi
BoXOI 40 BaC Ta BALWMX PigHUX.

PapicHoro Ta 6aarocnoBeHHoro Bam Pizaea Xpucrosoro Ta Hooro 2015 poky boxoro!

3 apxuepeticokumu 61a20C108eHHAMU,

+ FOPIM, Mutpononur
VYkpaincskoi [IpaBocnaBroi Llepksu Kanaau
+ AHTOHIM, Mutpomnonur
VYipaiacekoi [IpaBociasaoi Lepksu CLIA
Micnebmoctutens Ykpaincbkoi [IpaBocnaBroi Llepksu B [liactopi
1 IOAH, Apxuenuckon
VYkpaincbkoi [IpaBocinaBuoi Llepksu B Jliacmopi
T €EPEMISA, Apxuenuckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocinaBroi €napxii bpasuiii Ta [liBrenHoi AMepuku
T IJIAPIOH, €nuckon
Vikpaiucbkoi [IpaBociaBuoi lHepksu Kanaau
+ AHJIPIM, €mmckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBocmasnoi Llepksu Kanaau

+ IAHMIJI, €muckon
VYkpaincekoi [IpaBociaBnoi Llepksu CILIA




